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fo me ſo convincing and inſtru- 
Clive in thoſe Important Points 
he : Nantes I "that 1 2 not be 1 


men ; who, of all People "1 z 
1 the greateſt Reaſon to be 3 
thoroughly inſtructed in what it 

contains; as he ving, on the One 
hand, the moſt to loſe; and, on 7 
the "OE the leaſt Senſe of their 
c R ight to ity, | Therefore a fincere 1 
Pe fire of Inſtructing the only 1 A 
ſeffors of True Liberty in the 4 
World, what: Right they haye t to 
that Liberty „ of how great. a F 
Value it is, what Miſery follows 4 
the- voy of it, and how Ys if 
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TTranilate and ſend Abroad th 
3 ſmall Treatiſe. And if it rn 
opens the Eyes, or confirms: the 
7 Honourable Reſolutions of ny 
of my Worthy Country men + 
have gained a Glorious End; 40d 
done chat in my Study, which 
I would have promoted any other 
1 way, if I had been called to it. 
1 hope to dye with the Comfor 
of Believing „ that Old England 
Will continue to be a free Con 
1 try, and know its ſelf to be fach ; | 
} that my Friends, Relations, 454 
Children, with their Poſterity, 
Will beit their ſhare of this in- 
eſtimable Bleſſing, and that 1 
have contributed my part to it. 
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| thoſe Sie between Preroga- 
tive and Liberty, which have 
ſtained the Characters of our O- 
therwiſe moſt Glorious Kings. 
But Providence by yet more ex- 
traordinary Diſpenſations, has en- 
deared them to us, by chuſing 
them to be its Inſtruments of pul- 
ling down or bridling the proudeſt 
Empires, which threatned Uni- 


verſal Ruin. Our Anceſtors un- 


1 der Boadicia made that noble Ef- 


| fort for Liber, which ſhook the 
Old 
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Of the Origitet of the Franks, who 7 
ving poſſeſs d themſelves of Gatlia, 
changed its Name into that of Fran- 


cla, or Francogallia. 120 
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Tis. out of Monſieur Bayle's 
Hiſt, Dia. and other Authors. £ 


N Es 


ANI Ho T0 MAN Cone bf the 


moſt learned Lawyers of that Age) _ 


Born at Pars the 23d of Auguſt 1 
His Family was an Ancient and Ni ble 


done, „ Originally « of Breſlaw, the Capital of Sileſia: 
Lambert Hotoman, his Grandfather, bore Arms 
in the Service of Lews the 11th of France, and 
married a rich Heireſs at Pars; by whom he 
had 18 Children: the Eldeſt of which (Jobn 

Horoman) had ſo plentiful an Eſtate, that he 
laid down the Raten Money for King Francs 


the Firſt, taken at the Battle of Pavia: Summo 
ons bono, ſummã cum ud laude, ſays Neweletms, 
| Peter 
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2 An Extract of Hotoman's Life, | 


* Maiffre Peter Hotoman his 18th Child, and“ Maſter of 
4e Eaux the Waters and Foreſts of France ( afterwards a4 
_ & Firefis. Counſellor in the Parliament of Para) was Fa- 
ther to Francs, the Author of this Book. He ſent 

his Son at 15 years of Age to Orleans to ſtudy 

the Common Law, which he did with ſo great 
Applauſe, that at three years end he merited 

* the Degree of Doctor. His Father deſigning to 

| ſurrender to him his Place of Counſellor, the 
Parliament ſent for him home: but the young 
Gentleman was ſoon tired with the Chicane of 

3 the Bar, and plung'd himſelf deep in the Stu- 
Les beles dies of f Humanity and the Roman Laws; for 
rette. which he had a wonderful Inclination. He 
hapned to be a frequent Spectator of the Pro- 

teſtants Sufferings, who, about that time, had 
their Tongues cut out, were otherwiſe tor- 

mented, and burnt for their Religion. This 
made him curious to dive into hole Opinions, 
which inſpired ſo much Conſtancy, Reſigna- 
tion and Contempt of Death ; which brought 

him by degrees to a liking of them, fo that he 
curn'd Proteſtant. And this put him in diſ- 

4 grace with his Father, who thereupon diſinhe- 
rited him; which forced him at laſt to quit 

France, and to retire to Lauſame in Swiſſerland 

by Calvins and Beza's advice; where his 

2 Merit and Piety promoted him to the 
umanity-Profeſſor's Chair, which he accepted 

of for a Livelihood, having no Subſiſtance from 

his Father. There he married a young French 
Lady, who had fled her Country upon the, 

Score of Religion: He afterwards remov'd to. 

Strasburg, where he alſo had a Profeſſor's Chair. 

The Fame of his great Worth was ſo blown a- 

bout, that he was invited by all the great Prin- 
ces to their ſeveral Countries, particularly oy 
| the 
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out of Bayle's Dictionary, Kc. 3 


che Landgrave of Heſſe, the Duke of Pruſſia, and 
the King of Navarre; and he actually went to 
this laſt about the beginning of the Troubles. 
27 Twice. he was ſent as Ambaſſador from the 
Prince of the Blood of France, and the Queen- 
x Mother, to demand Aſſiſtance of the Emperor 
Ferdinand; The Speech that he made at the 
Diet of Francfort is {till extant : Afterwards he 
returned to Strasburg; but Jean de Monluc, the 
Biſhop of Valence, over- perſuaded him to accept 
of the Profeſſorſhip of Civil Law at Valence: 
of which he acquitted himſelf fo well, that he 
very much heighten'd the Reputation of that " 
& Univerſity. Here he received two Invitations | 
from Margaret Ducheſs of Berry, and Siſter to 
Henry the Second of France, and accepted a Pro- 
feſſor's Chair at Bourges; but continued in it no 
longer than five Months, by reaſon of the in- 
tervening Troubles. Afterwards he returned 
to it, and was there at the time of the great 
= Pariſian Maſſacre, having much-a-do to eſcape 
with his Life; but having once got out of 
France (with a firm Reſolution never to return 
= thither again) he cook Sanctuary in the Houſe 
of Calvin at Geneve, and publiſh'd Books againſt 
the Perſecution, ſo full of Spirit and good Rea- 
ſoning, that the Heads of the Contrary Party 
made him great Offers in caſe he wou'd for- 
bear Writing againſt them; but he refuſed them 
all, and ſaid, The Truth ſhou'd never be be- 
tray'd or forſaken by him. Neveletus lays, - 
That his Reply to thoſe that wou'd have 
X © tempted him, was this: Nunquam fibi propug- 
natam cauſam que iniqua eſſet: Nunquam que 
jure & legibus niteretur deſertam pramiorum ſpe. 
del metu periculi.— He afterwards went to 
Baſil in Swiſſerland, and from thence (being 
1 Da driven 
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driven away by the Plague ) to Mountbelliard , 
where he buried his Wife. He returned then to 
Bafil (after having refuſed a Profeffor's Chair 


at Leyden) and there he died of a Dropſy in the 


65th Year of his Age, the r2th of February 1590. 


He writ a great many learned Books, which 


were all of them in great Eſteem F and among 


them an excellent Book de Conſolatione. His 


Francogallia was his own Favourite; tho'blamed 
by ſeveral others,who were of the contrary Opi- 
nion: Yet even theſe who wrote againſt him 
do unanimouſly agree, that he had a World of 


Learning, and a profound Erudition. He had 
a thorough Knowledge of the Civil Law, which 


he managed with all the Eloquence imagina- 


ble; and was, without diſpute, one of the ableſt 


Civilians that France had ever produced: This 
is Thuanus and Barthizs's Teſtimony of him. 
Mr. Bayle indeed paſſes his Cenſure of this 
Work in the Text of his Dictionary, in theſe 
Words: Sa Francogallia dont il faiſoit grand etat 
eſt celuy de tons ſes ecrits que Von aprouve le 
* moins: = and in his Commentary adds, C'eft 
un Ouvrage recommendable du coſtè de  Erudition ; 
& mat tres indigne d'un juriſconſulte Francois, fi Ton 
e en croit meſme pluſieurs Proteſtants, I wou'd 
not do any Injury to fo great a Man as Mon- 


8 


fieur Bayle; but every one that is acquainted 


with his Character, knows that he is more a 


Friend to Tyranny and Tyrants, than ſeems to 


be conſiſtent with ſo free a Spirit. He has been 
extremely ill uſed, which ſowres him to ſuch a 


degree, that it even perverts his Judgment in 


ſome meaſure; and he ſeems reſolved to be 
againſt Monſieur Jurieu, and that Party, in 
every thing, right or wrong. Whoever reads 


his Works, may trace throughout all Parts of 


them 
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| them this Diſpoſition of Mind, and ſee what 
E ſticks moſt at his Heart. So that he not only 
& loſes no Occaſion, but often forces one where 
it ſeems improper and unſeaſonable, to vent his 
& Reſentments upon his Enemies; who ſurely 
did themſelves a great deal more wrong in ma- 


king him ſo, than they did him. Tis too true, 


that they did all they cou'd to ſtarve him ; and 
this great Man was forced to Write in haſte for 
Bread; which has been the Cauſe that ſome of 


his Works are ſhorter than he deſign d them; 
and conſequently, that the World is deprived 
of ſo much Benefit as otherwiſe it might have 


reap'd from his prodigious Learning, and Force 
of Judgment. One may ſee = 


the firſt Vo- 
lume of his Dictionary, which goes through. 
but two Letters of the Alphabet, that he fore- 
caſted to make that Work three times as large 
as it is, cou'd he have waited for the Printer's, 
Money ſo long as was requiſite to the finiſh- 


ing it according to his fifft Deſign. Thus 


much I thought fit to ſay, in order to abate the 


| Edge of what he ſeems/to ſpeak hardly of the 


Francogallia ; tho' in ſeveral other places he 
makes my Author 4artiends : And one may with- 
out ſcruple believe him, when he commends a 


| Man, whoſe Opinion he condemns. For this. 


is the Character he gives of this Work: C'et 
* au fond un bel Ouvrage, bien ecrit, & bien rempli 
* derudition: Et dautant plus incommode au partie 


= © contraire que Þ Auteur ſe contente de citer des faits. 
Can any thing in the World be a greater Com- 
# mendation of a Work of this nature, than to 


{ay it eontains only pure Matter of Fact? Now 
if this be ſo, Monſieur Bayle wou'd do well to 


tell us what he means by thoſe Words, Tres in- 


digne d un juriſconſulte Franco. Whether a French 
8 n Civilian 
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of the Francegallia, and ſhews, that Monſieur * 
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blamed by all true Frenchmen, AVEC RAISON. 


An Extract of Hotoman's Life, 
Civilian be debarr'd telling of Truth (when 
that Truth expoſes Tyranny) more than a Ci- 
vilian of any other Nation? This agrees, in 
ſome meaſure,vwith Monſieur Teiſſier's Judgment 


Bayle, and Monſieur Teiffier and Bongars,were Bons 
Francois in one and the ſame ſenſe. © Son Livre | 
* intitule, Francogallia, lu) attira AVEC RAIL 
SON (and this he puts in great Letters) les | 
blame des bons Francois. For ( ſays he) there- 
in he endeavours to prove, That France, the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdom in Chriſtendom, 
is not ſucceſſive, like the Eſtates of particu- 
lar Perſons ; but that anciently the Kings 
came to the Crown by the Choice and Suf- 
frages of the Nobility and People; inſo- 
much, that as in former times the Power and 
Authority of Electing their Kings belonged 
Z to the Eſates of the Kingdom, ſo likewiſe did | 
* the Right of Depoſing their Princes from their | 
Government. And hereupon he quotes the 
Examples of Philip de Valois, of King Fohn, | 
** Charles the Fifth, and Charles the Sixth, and 
Lewss the Eleventh : But what he principally | 
inſiſts on, is to ſhow, That as from Times 
Immemorial, the French judg'd Women in- 
capable of Governing; ſo likewiſe ought | 
they to be debarr'd from all Adminiſtration 
* of the Publick Affairs. | A 
This is Mr. Bayle's Quotation of Teiffer, by 
which it appears how far Hotoman ought to be 
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But provided that Hotoman proves irrefragably 
all that he ſays (as not only Monſieur Bayle him- 8 
ſelf but every body elſe that writes of him al- 
Jows,) I think it will be a hard matter to per- 
ſuade a diſintereſs d Perſon , or any other but 


3 


8 


- "IF\ 


ku m fails rad hols | 


Lees, I SENS NE - a, CAM mand 


cc 


b of Bayle's Dictionary, &c. 


- 
f . 
% 4 
* 


a bon Francos, ( which, in good Engliſh, is a 


* Lover of bis Chains ) that here is any juſt Rea- 
© | ſon ſhewn why Hotoman ſhou'd be blam'd. 


Monſieur Teiſſier, altho very much prejudi- 


Z ced againſt him, was (as one may ſee by the 


tenor of the above Quotation, and his leaving 
it thus uncommented on) in his Heart con- 


vinc'd of the Truth of it; but no bon Francois 


dares own ſo much. He was a little too care- 
leſs when he wrote againit Hotoman; miſtaking 
one of his Books for another; viz. his Com- 
mentary ad titulum inſtitutionum de Actionibus, for 


his little Book de gradibus cognations ; both ex- 


tremely eſteemed by all learned Men, eſpeci- 
ally the firſt: Of which Monſieur Bayle gives 
this Teſtimony : La beauté du Stile, 5 la con- 
& noiſſance des antiquitts Romaines eclatoient dans 
cet Ouvrage, & le firent fort eſtimer. 

Thuanus, that celebrated diſintereſs'd Hiſto- 
rian, gives this Character in general of his Wri- 
tings. He compoſed (ſays he) ſeveral Works 
very profitable towards the explaining of the 
* Civil Law, Antiquity, and all ſorts of fine 


Literature; which have been collected and 


5 publiſh'd by James Lectius, a famous Lawyer, 
* after they had been review'd and corrected 
* by the Author. Barthias ſays, that he ex- 


_ © celled in the Knowledge of the Civil Law, 


IS 


cc 


© and of all Genteel Learning *. Ceux la 
rf 


meſimes qui ont ecrits contre luy ( 
* tombent d'accord quil avoit beaucoup de lecture 
* une profunde Erudition. 3 ö 
The Author of the Monitoriale adverſus Italo- 


| 5 which ſome take to be Hotoman him- 


elf, has this Paſſage relating to the Francogallia : 


Quomodo poteſt aliquis ei ſuccenfere qui eſt 


2. tantum relator & narrator facti? F ranco al- 


i ſta 


—— 


B 4 


Belles li. 


Neweletms) ue. | 
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An Extra of Hotoman's Liſe, 
_ © liſta enim tantum narrationi & relationi ſim- 
* plici vacat, quod fi aliena dicta delerentur, 
* charts remaneret-alba,_ + 7 
It was objected to him, that he unawares fur- 
niſh'd the Duke of Guiſe and the League at Pa- 
ru with Arguments to make good theirAttempts. 
againſt their Kings. This cannot be deny'd ; 
but at the ſame time it cannot be imputed to 
Hotoman as any Crime: Texts of Scripture them- 
ſelves have been made uſe of for different purpo- 
fes, according to the Paſſion or the Intereſts of 
Parties. Arguments do not loſe their native 
Force for being wrong apply'd : If the Three 
Eſtates of France had ſuch a fundamental Power 
lodg'd in them; who can help it if the Writers. 
for the League made uſe of Hotoman's Arguments 
to ſupport a wrong Cauſe ? And this may ſuf- 
fice to remove this Imputation from his Me- 
mory. 5 | 9s 
He was a Man of a very handſome Perſon 
and Shape, tall and comely ; his Eyes were 
blewiſn, his Noſe long, and his Countenance 
venerable : He joyned a moſt exemplary Piety 
and Probity to an eminent degree of Know- 
ſedge and Learning. No Day paſs'd over his 
Head, wherein he employ'd not ſeveral Hours 
in the Exerciſe of Prayer, and Reading of the 
Scriptures. He wou'd never permit his Picture 
to be drawn, tho much intreated by his Friends; 
however (When he was at his laſt Gaſp, and 
cou'd not hinder it) they got a Painter to his 
| Bed's-fide, who took his Likeneſs as well as 
 *twas poſſible at ſuch a time. Baſilius Amer- 
bachins aſſiſted him during his laſt Sickneſs, 
and James Grinæus made his Funeral-Sermon. . 
He left two Soris behind him, Fob» and Daniel; 
beſides a great Reputation, and Deſire of him; 


me 


* 


” al of Bayle's Dictionary, &c. 
not only among his Friends and Acquaintance, 


5 5 but all che Men of 3 and N A 1 


— — 


Westen of che Roman Names 
mention d by Hotoman. 


% w* 


Hui, people of Chalons and Nevers. ESE >, 2 y 
BI} oo 

| Arremi, P. of Auvergne and i ET. 

| Armorica, Bretagne. „„ 

; e e 2 P. 3 Guienne and Gaſcagn. 

| Artebates, P. Artois. : 

| Attuarii, P. of Aire in Gaſcogn. 8 

| Avg to- 1 nl epi 

|  dunum, 5 1 

A, P. of Orleans. 3 = 

| e 1 5 Aix la Chapelle. . e "2 

| 8 P. of Amiens. 0 

| Alſaciones, P. of Alſace, . 


| Bipargium, Bigorre forts, | 
| Biratte, . wh in the Dioceſe of Rheims.. 
| Bituriges, P. of Bourges. 2 
Cari ſiacum, Crec p. | | 
Caninefates, P. on the Sea-Coaft, between tlie, 
Elb and the . 
= Carnutes, P. of Chartres and Orleans. 
= Ceutrones, P. of Liege. 
| Ceutones, P. of Tarentaiſe in Savoy. 
Condruſii, P. of the Condros in Germany, 


Duſiacum, non liquet. 


Enron, P. of the Dioceſe of Liege. 
FSordunni, 


\ 


"w_ 
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G, P. abbut Ghent, SIE 
| Grudii, P. of Lovain. : 3» 4. uu, 
Hetruſci, P. of Tuſcany. | wy 
Laudunum, Laon. | a ” $ 1 
Lexorium, Liſieux. 1 5 — 
= ** " Lentiates, People about Lens. 
Gf Levaci, P. of Hainault, 
LTLeuci, P. of Metz, Toul and V. 1 N 
Liugones, P. of Langres. 5 
Lugdunum, Lyons. 
Lutetia, Pars. | 
Maſſilia, Marſeilles. ; 1 
Marſua, non liquet9 | 
Nervii, P. of Hainault and Cambray, 
Ni tiobriges, P. of Agenbis. ä 
Novem- jp G 
opulonia, aſcony. 
Noviomagum, Nimeguen. 
Pannonia, Hungary. 


Pleumoſii, P. of Tournay and Li. 


Rhætia, Swiſſerland. 
Rhemi, P. of Rheims. 


= Senones, P. of Sens and EGS 
| Sequanii P. of Franche Comte. 
Sequana, the River Seine. 
Sueſſianes, P. of Soiſſons. | 
Trecaſſmi, P. of Troyes in Champagne. 
Treviri, P. of Triers, and part of Luxemburg. 
Toxandri, P. of Zealand. 

Tolbiacum, non liquet. 

Veneti, P. of Vannes. 

Veſontini, P. of Beſan;on. 

Ulbaneſſes, non liquet. „ 
Mitmarium, non liquet. "Th 
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all Health and Proſperity. 
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To the moſt Illuſtrious and potent | 


Prince FREDERICK, Count Palatine. 


of the Rhine, Duke of Bavaria, &c. Firſt 


Elector of the Roman Empire, His moſt 
Gracious Lord, Francis Hotoman, wiſhes 


; * 


Son of Telamon zs the ſuppoſed Au- 

69 thor, and which has been approve 
of theſe many Ages, A Man's Country is, 
where-ever he lives at Eaſe. For to bear even 
Baniſhment it [elf with an unconcern d Tem- 


2 T' S anold Saying, of which Teucer the 


per of Mind like other Misfortunes and Tncon- 
veniences; and to deſpiſe the Injuries of an 


ungrateful Country, which uſes one more like 


a Stepmother than a true Mother, ſeems to be 
the Indication of a great Soul. But I am of 


a quite different Opinion : For if it be agreat 
Crime, and almiſt an Impiety not to live under 
and ſuffer patiently the Humours and harſh U- 


ſage of our Natural Parents; tis ſure a much 


greater, not to endure thoſe of our Countrey, 


5 which wiſe Men have unanimouſly preferr d to 


9 


Patria eſt 
ubicunq; eſt 
bene. 


their Parents. *7 indeed the Property of a 


wary ſelf-intereſled Man, to meaſure his Kind- 
neſs for his Coantrey by his own particular Ad. 
|  yantages; But ſuch a ſort of Careleſne/s ang 


| | In- 
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Me mor- 
tuo terra 
mi ſceatur 


zncendio. 
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amici dum 
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"The Auk 8 Preface. | 


| Tudifferency ſeems a part of that Barkarizy 


which was attributed to the Cynicks and Epi- 
cureans ; whence that deteſtable Saying pro- 
ceeded ; When I am dead let the whole World 
be a Fire. Whichis not unlike the Old Hrannical 
Axiom; Let my Friends periſh, ſo my Ene- 
mies fall along with them. But in gentle 


| | | una inimici Diſpoſitions, there is à certain inbred Love of 


interci- 
Y ; a, ant. 


their Countrey, which they can no more drveſt 
themſelves of, than of Humanity it ſelf. Such a 
Love as Homerdeſcribes in Ulyſles,who prefer- 
red Tthaca,tho' no better than aBird's Neſt fi d 
to a Craggy Rock in the Sea, to all the Delights 
of the A. ingdom which Calypſo offer d him. 

Neſcio qui natale Solum dulcedine cunctos 

Ducit, & immemores non ſinit eſſe ſui: 


Mas very traly ſaid by the Ancient Poet; 


When we think of that "ir we firſt ſuck'd in, 


that Earth we firſt trod on, thoſe Relations, 
Neighbours and Acquaintance to whoſe Conver- | 
ſation we have been accuſtomed. 

But a Man may ſometimes ſay, My Cen, 
trey ij grown mad or fooliſh, (as Plato ſai c 
of his), ſometimes that it rages and cruelly 
tears out its own Bowels. — We are to take 


care in the firſt Place, that we do not aſcribe 


other Folks Faultscto our innocent Countrey. 


There have been many cruel Tyrants in Rome 


and in other Places ; theſe not only tormented 
innocent good Men, But even the beſt deſerving 
Citizens, with all manner of Severities : Does 


ir therefore follow, that the Madneſs of theſe 


Tyrants maſt be imputed to their Country ? The 
| Cruelty 
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The Author's Preface. 

' Cruelty of the Emperor Macrinus is particularly 
memorable ; whoas Julius Capitolinus writes, 
wat nicknamed Macellinus, becauſe his Houſe 
was ſtained with the Blood of Men, as a 


"I oy 3 


| 1 Shambles is with that of Beaſts. Many ſuch 


others are mention d by Hiſtorians, who for 
the like Cruelty (as the ſame Capitolinus tells 
us) were ſtil d, one Cyclops, another Buſiris, a 
34 Sciron, a4th Typhon, a 5th Gyges. Theſe 
were firmly perſwaded, that Kingdoms and Em- 
"pires cou d not be ſecur dwithoutCruelty : Wou'd 
it be therefore reaſonable, that good Patriots 
| ſhou'd lay afide all Care and Solicitude for their 
| Countrey? Certainly they ought rather to ſuccour 
her, when like a miſerable oppreſſed Mother, ſhe 
implores her Childrens Help, and toſeek all pro- 
per Remedies for the Miſchiefs that afflict her. 
But how fortunate are thoſe Countries that 
= have good and mild Princes ! how happy are 
| thoſe Subjects, who, thro the Benignity of 
| their Rulers may quietly grow old on their Pa- 
| ternal Seats, in the ſweet Society of their 
| Wives and Children] For very often it hap- 
| pens, that the ' Remedies which are made uſe 
| of prove worſe than the Evils themſelves. *Tis 
= now, Moſt Iuſtrions Prince, about Sixteen Tears 
| /ince God Almighty has committed to your Rule 
| and Government a confiderable part of Ger- 


| many ſituate on the Rhine. During which 


= time tis ſcarce conceivable what a general 
| Tranquility, what a Calm (as in a ſmooth Sea) 
has reigned in the whole Palatinate 5 how 
peaceable and quiet all things have continued : © 
„ : How 


How pi ouſly and religzouſly they have been g- 


verned - Go on moſt Gracious Prince in the 
ſame Meekneſs of Spirit, which J to the ut- 
moſt of my Power muſt always extol. Pro- 
ceed in the ſame Courſe of gentle and peace- 
able Virtue ; Macte virtute; not in the Senſe 
which Seneca tells us the Romans uſed this 
Exclamation in, to ſalute their Generals when 
they return d all ſtain'd with Gore Blood from 
the Field of Battel, who were rather true. 
Macellinus's : But do you proceed in that Mo- 
deration of Mind, Clemency, Piety, Fuſtice, 
Afﬀability, which have occaſion d the Tranqui- 
lity of your Territories. And becauſe the 
preſent Condition of your Germany ts ſuch as 
we ſeeit, Men now-a-days run away from Coun- 
. tries infeſted with Plunderers and Oppreſſors, 
3 to take Sanctuary in thoſe that are quiet and pea- 
WH ccable; as Mariners, who undertake a Voyage, 
forecaſt to avoid Streights, &c. and Rocky 
Seas, and chuſe to ſail a calm and open Courſe. 


| : There was indeed a time, when young 

Io - Gentlemen, defirous of Improvement, Hoch 

it 7 from all Parts to the Schools and Academies 
| of our Francogallia, as to the publick Marts 


= of good Literature. Now they dread them as 
Men do Seas infeſted with Pyrates, and de- 


| | teſt their Tyranous Barbarity. The remem- ' 
| [ © Bbrance of this wounds me to the very Soul; 
x when I conſider my unfortuaate miſerable Coun- 
* try has been for almoſt twelve Tears, burning 
i | in the Flames of Civil War. But much more 
SY a2m Torievd, when I reflect that ſo many have 
| | wot. 
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"The Author's Preface: wv - 1 
not only been idle Spectators of theſe dreadful 
| Fires (as Nero was of flaming Rome) but 
bade endeavour d by therr wicked Speeches 
and Libels to blow the Bellows , whilſt few or | | 
none have contributed their Aſſiſtance towards 2 
& the extinguiſhing tbem. 8 1 
| LIT am not ignorant how mean and inconfide- — 
rable a-Man I am; nevertheleſs as in a gene- 
ral Conflagration every Man's help is accepta- 
| ble, who is able to fling on but a Bucket of 
Water, ſo I hope the E a. Init of any Per- 
| ſon that offers at a Remedy will be well taken 
| by every Lover of his Country. Being very in- 
| tent for ſeveral Months paſt on the Thoughts 
| of theſe great Calamities, I have peruſed all 
ibe ald French and German Hiftorians that 
treat of our Francogallia, and collected out of 
| their Works a true State of our Common- 0 
wealth; in the Condition ( wherein they agree) _— 
it flouriſhed for above a Thouſand Tears. And I 
indeed the great Wiſdom of our Anceſtors in 
| the firſt framing of our Conſtitution, is almoſt 
| zncredible; ſo that I no longer doubted that the 
| moſt certain Remedy for ſo great Evils, muſt be 
deduced from their Maxims. 
| For as I more attentively enquired into the 
Source of theſe Calamities, it ſeemed to me, that 
even as Humane Bodies decay and periſh, either 
| by ſome outward Violence, or ſome inward Cor- 
Eruption of Flumours, or laſtly thro Old Age: 
| ſo Commonwealths are brought to their Period, 
ſometimes by Foreign Force, ſometimes by Ci- 
vil Diſſentions, at other Times by being worn 
OD cout 
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| Health, till through Divine Aſſſtance it ſhall 
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The Author's Preface. 


out and neglected. Now tho the "Misfortunes 
that have befallen our Commonwealth are com- 
monly attributed to our Ci Diſſentions, I 


found upon Enquiry theſe are not ſo properly to 
be called the Cauſe as the Beginning of our 
Miſchiefs. And Polybius, that grave judici- 
ous Hiſtorian, teaches us in the firſt place to 
diſtinguiſh the Beginning from the Cauſe ff 


any Accident. New I affirm the Cauſe to have : E 


been that great Blow which our Conſtitution 
received about 100 Tears ago from that 
Prince who (tis manifeſt) firſt of all broke in 


upon the noble and ſolid Inſtitutions of our An- 
ceſtors. And as our natural Bodies when put 


out of joint by violence, can never be recover d 


but by replacing and reſtoring every Member 


to its true poſition, ſo neither can we reaſona- 
bl; hope our Cemmonwealth ſpou d be reſtor d to 


be put into its true and natural State again. 
Ad becauſe your Highneſs has always ap- 
prov'd your ſelf a true Friend to our Countrey; I 
thought it my Duty to inſcribe, or as it were 
to conſecrate this Abſtract of our Hiſtory to 


E 


erful a Protection, it might with greater Au- 
thority and Safety come abroad in the World. 
Farewell, moſt iluſtrious Prince; May the great 


| God Almighty for ever bleſs and proſper your 


moſt noble Family. 
Jour Highneſs's moſt Obedient, . 


12 Kal. Sep. | Francis Hotoman. 


1574. 
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Reduced into a Province by the 
„„ XT * 


9 .M Y Deſign being to give an Account of 
| the Laws andOrdinances of our Fran- 
VX cogalia, as far as it may tend to the 
Service of our Gommonyvealth, in its 
preſent Circumſtances; I think it proper, in 
the firſt place, to ſer forth the State of Gaul, be- 
Wore it was reduced into the Form of a Province 
y the Romans : For, what Cæſar, Polybius, Stra- 
so, Ammianas, and other Writers have told us 
Poncerning the Origin, Antiquity & Valour of that 
People, the Nature and Situation of their 
Country, and their private Cuſtoms, is ſuffici- 
ently known to all Men, tho' but indifferently 
We are therefore to underſtand, . that the 
State of Gaul was ſuch at that time, that nei- 
her was the ole under the Goyernmgat, of a 
n en ee 


„ 
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FRANCOGALL IA. 


* Civitas, a ſingle Perſon: Nor were the particular * Common- 


wealth. 


t 'Aerrige]tzal I Foxy af 


FARES 


Member of a Free Commonwealth, lib. g. , 


Common- healtbr under the Dominion of the Populace, or 


the Nobles only; but all Ga was fo divided 
into Commonwealths, that the moſt part were 
Govern'd by the Advice of the Nobles ; and theſe 
were called Free; the reſt had Kings : But every 
one of them agreed in this IÞfitute, that at a 
certain time of the Year a public Council of the 
whole Nation ſhould be held; in which Coun- 


eil, whatever feem'd to relate to the whole 


Body of the Commonwealth, was appointed and 
eſtabliſh'd. Cornelius Tacitzs, in his 3d Book, 


_ reckons Sixty-four Civitates; by which is meant 


(as Ceſar explains it) ſo many Regions or Di- 
ſtricts; in each of which, not only the ſame 
Language, . Manners and Laws, but allo the ſame 
Magiſtrates were made uſe of. Such, in many 
places of his Hiſtory, he principally mencions 
the Cities of the AÆAdui, the Rhemi and Arverni 
to have been. And therefore Durmorix the 
Aduan, when Ceſar ſent to have him lain, be- 
gan to reſiſt, and to defend himfelf, and to im- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of his Fellow-Citizens / oft- 
en crying out, That he was a Freeman, and 


To the like purpoſe Stra 
_ writes, in his Fourth Bock Þ : 
_ ©" Moft af their Commonivealths 


» 


 RCAIT6EOV.- wad 


14peora ipas]o du, Sidel cc — — 
%%% 
d As eis d 3 i TONE Advice ot the Nobles: 


em d ii uro cen but every Near they ancient- 


y choſe a Magifrate; as alſo 
* the People choſe a General to manage their 


Wars. The like Cæſar, lib. 6. cap. J. writes 
in theſe Words: Thofe Commonwealths which 
are efteem'd to be under the beſt Admini- 
„ fratfon, have made a Law, tar if any 


Mag 


C ad 


„Man chance to hear a Rumor or Report a- 
15 broad among the Bordering People, which 
concerned the Commonwealth, he ought to in- 
« form the Magiſtrates of it, and communicate 
it to no body elſe. The Magiſtrates conceal 


c 
c 


to the Community, it was not permitted to any 


© Perſon to talk or diſcourſe, but in Council. 
Now concerning this Common-Council of the 
whole Nation, we ſhall quote theſe few Paſſa- 
ge out of Cæſar. They demanded (ſays he) 
lib. 1. cap. 12. a General Council of all Gallis to 
ebe ſummon d: ; and that this might be done 
5 720 Cæſar's conſent. Alſo, lib. 7. cap. 12. 
a Council of all Gallia was ſummon'd to meet 
at Bibracte; and there was 4 vaſt Concourſe 
60 bee all Parts to that Town. — And Lb. 6. 
r. Cæſar having ſummon'd the Council 
4 «of Gaul to meet ear rly in the Spring, as he 
7 had before determin d: Finding that the 
8 eee Carnutes and Treviri came not when 
5 all the reſt came, he adjourned the Council 
| ©. t04Pargtn— And, ib. 7. cap. 6. ſpeaking of 
nn IS - * He promis d himſelf, that he 
2 "hp a be able by his Diligence to unite ſuch 
4 Commonwealths to him as diſſented from the 
 *©-:reft. of the Cities of Gaul, and to Form 2 
e General Council of all Gallia ; the Power of 
£4 which, the whole World ſhould not be nw 
t withſtand. | : 
* K 
Now concerning the Kin i {which 2 
over certain Cities in Gallia, the ſame Author 
makes mention of them in very many places: 
out of which this is particularly worthy our 
y ann; That it _ the Romans Cuſtom | 
e244 2 to 


* 


what they think proper, and acquaint the Mul- 


ED 


titude wich the reſt: For of Matters relating | 


FRANCOGALLI A. 


to careſs all thoſe Reguli whom they found 
proper for their turns: That is, ſuch as were 
buſy Men, apt to embroil Affairs, and to fow 
Diſſentions or Animoſities between the ſeveral 
Commomuealibs. "Theſe they joyned with in 
Friendſhip and Society, and by moſt honour- 
able publick Decrees called them their Friends 
and Confederates: and many of theſe Kings pur- 
chaſed at a great Expence this Verbal Honour 
from the Chief Men of Rome. Now the Gault 
called ſuch, Reges, or rather Reguli, which were 
choſen, not for a certain term, (as the Magi- 
ſtrates of the Free Cities were) but for their 
Lives; tho' their Territories were never ſo 
ſmall and inconſiderable: And theſe, when 
Cuſtoms came to be changed by Time, were 
afterwards called by the Names of Dukes, Earls 
and AMarquiſſes. „„ math. 
Of the Commonwealths or Cities, ſome. were 
much more potent than others ; and upon theſe 
the leſſer Commonwealths depended ; theſe the 
put themſelves: under for Protection: Such 


the 


111 


FRNANCO GAT TIA. 
the otlier hand, the Sequani (tho Borderers on 
the Æ ui) were under the Protection of the 
Arverni, lib. 1. cap. 12. lib. 6. cap. 4. The Ro- 


| mans finding ſuch-like Diſſentions to be for 


their Intereſt ; that is, proper Opportunities to 
enlarge their own Power, did all they cou'd 
to foment them : And therefore made a League 
with the e-£4ui, whom ( with a great many 
Compliments ) they ſtyled Brothers and Friends 
of the People of Rome. Under the Protection 
and League of the e/£4xi, I find to have been 
firſt the Senones, with whom ſome time before 
the Pariſians had joyn'd their Commonwealth in 
League and Amity. Next, the Bellouaci, who 
had nevertheleſs a great City of their own, a- 
bounding in Numbers of People, and were-of 
principal Authority and Repute among the 
Belge, lib. 2. cap. 4. and lib. 7. cap. 7. Cæſar 
reckons the Centrones, Grudii, Levaci, Pleumoſii, 
Gordunni, under the Dominion of the Nervii, 
lib. 5. cap. 11. He names the Eburones and 
Condruſii as Clients of the Treviri, lib. 4. cap. 2. 
And of the Commonwealth of the Veneti ( theſe 
are in Armorica or Britanny) he writes, that their 
Domination extended. over all thoſe Maritime 
Regions; and that almoſt all that frequented 
thoſe Seas were their Tributaries, ib. 3. cap. 2. 
But the Power of the Arverni was ſo great, that 
it not only equall'd that of the «dui, but 4 
little before Cæſar's arrival, had got moſt of 
their Clients and Dependents from them, lib. 6. 
cap. 4. lib. 7. cap. zo. Whereupon, as Strabo 
writes in his 4th Book, they made War àgainſt 
Cæſar with Four hundred thouſand Men under 
the Conduct of their General Vycingetorix. 
Theſe were very averſe to Kingly Govęrn- 
ment: So that Celtillus, Father to Vercingetorix, 
9281 „ 4 Man 
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à Man of great Power and Reputation (rec- 
kon'd the firſt Man in all Gaul,) was put to 
Death, by Order of his Commonwealth, for aſpi- 
ring to the Kingdom. The Sequani, on the other 
hand, had a King, one Catamantales, to whom 
the Romans gave the title of their Friend and 
Ally, lib. 1. cap. 2. Alſo the Sueſſiones, who 


were Maſters of moſt large and fertile Terri- 


tories, with 12 great Cities, and cou'd muſter 
Fifry thouſand fighting Men , had a little be- 
fore that time Divitiacus, the moſt potent Prince 
of all Gallia for their King; he had not only 
the Command of the greateſt part of Belgæ, but 
even of Britanny. At Cæſars arrival they had 
one Galba for their King, lib. 2. cap. 1. In 
Aquitania, the Grandfather of one Piſo an Aqui- 
tanian, reigned, and was called Friend by the 
People of Rome, lib. 4. cap. 3. The Senones, a 
People of great ſtrength and authority among 
the Gauls, had. for ſome time Moritaſgus their 


King; whoſe Anceſtors had alſo been Kings 


in the ſame place, lib. 5. cap. 13. The Ni- 
tiobriges, or Agenows, had Olwico for their 
King; and he alſo had the Appellation given 
him of Friend by the Senate of Rome, lib. 7. 
cars. . „ + . 
But concerning all theſe Kingdoms, one 
thing is remarkable, and muſt not lightly be 
paſt by; which is, That they were not hereditary, 


but conferr d by the People upon ſuch as had the 


reputation of being juſt Men. Secondly, That 
they had no arbitrary or unlimited Authority, but 
were bound and circumſcribed by Laus; ſo that 


they were no leſs accountable to, and ſubject 


to the Power of the People, than the People 
was- to theirs; inſomuch that thoſe Kingdoms 
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For Cæſar makes mention of ſeveral private 
Men , whoſe Anceſtors had formerly been ſuch 
Kings; among theſe he reckons Caſticus, the 


Son of Catamantales, whoſe Father had been 


King of the Sequani many years, lib. 1. cap. 2. 

and Piſo the Aquitanian, lib. 4. cap. 3. alſo 
ſtors had been Kings 

among the Carnutes, lib. 5. cap. 8. 


Now concerning the Extent of their Power 
and Furiſdiction, he brings in Ambiorix, King 
of the Eburones, giving an account of it, ib. 5. 
cap. 8. The Conſtitution of our Govern- 
ment is ſuch (ſays he) that the People have 
no leſs Power and Authority over me than 
© I have over the People. Non minus habet in 
& me juris multitudo, quam ipſe in multitudinem. 
Which Form of Government, Plato, Ariſtotle, 


Polybius and Cicero have for this reaſon determi- 
ned to be the beſt and moſt Excellent: © Becauſe 


(gays Plato) ſhou'd Kingly Government be 
© lefr without a Bridle, when it has attained 
to ſupreme Power, as if it ſtood upon a ſlip- 
e pery place, it eaſily falls into Tyranny : 
© And therefore it ought to be reſtrained as 
* with a Curb, by the Authoricy of the No- 


© bles; and ſuch choſen Men as the People 


4 have empower'd to that end and pur- 
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Probable Conjectures concerning the 


ancient Language of the Gauls. 


N .this place it ſeems proper to handle a 

queſtion much diſputed and canvaſs'd by 
Learned Men; viz. What was the Language 
of the Gauls in thoſe old times? For as to 
what belongs to their Religion, Laws, and the 
Cuſtoms of the People, Cæſgar, as I ſaid be- 
fore, has at large given us an account. In 
the firſt place we ought to take notice, that 
Ceſar, in the beginning of his Commentaries, 
where he divides the Gault into three Nations, 


the Belge, the Aquitanæ, and the Celtæ, tells us 


AN opl- 
Bs presv 
e. 
70 ral 
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they all differ'd, not only in their Cuſtoms, but 
in their Language: Which alſo Strabo confirms, 
lib. 4. where he ſays. they were not due, 
of-one Language, but a little differing in their 
Languages. And the ſame thing Ammianus 
Marcellinus teſtifies in his x 5th Book. But what 
many learned Men ( eſpecially of our own 
Country) have maintain'd, viz. That the Gaul. 
commonly uſed the Greek Tongue, may be refu- 
ted by this ſingle inſtance which Ceſar takes 
notice of lib. 5. cap. 12. That when ©. Cicero 
was beſieged in his Camp, he diſpatched Let- 
ters written in the Greek Language, Left (if 


Eo they were intercepted ) his Deſigns ſhou'd be diſco- 


* wer d by the Gauls. But to this ſome object, 
what Strabo writes, lib. 4. vis. © That All forts: 
Jof good Literature (and eſpecially that of 
the Greek Languoge) flouriſh'd at Marſeilles to 
| „ 
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cr ſueh à degree, that the Gauls, by the Exam- 
cc ple of the Maſſilians, were mightily delighted 
© with the Greek Tongue, inſomueh that they 

©© began to write their very bargains and con- 
ce tracts in it. Now to this there is a ſhort 
and ready reply: For, in the firſt place, if the 
Gauls learnt Greek by the Example of the Maſji- 


lians, tis plain, twas none of their Mother- 


tongue. Secondly, Strabo in the ſame place 
clearly ſhows us, that the faſhion of writing 
their contracts in Greek began but in his time, 
when all Gallia was in ſubjection to the Romans. 
Beſides, he ſpeaks preciſely only of thoſe Gauls 


who were borderers and next neighbours to 


the Maſſilians; of whom he ſays, that not only 
many of their private Men, but even their Ci- 


ties (by publick Decrees, and propoſing great 


Rewards) invited ſeveral Learned Men of Ma/- 


ſilia to inſtruct their Youth. 
It remains that we ſhou'd clear that place in 
Cæſar, where he tells us the Gauls, in their pub- 
lick and private reckonings, Græcis literis uſos 
fuiſſe. But let us ſee whether the word Græcis 
in that place ought not to be left out, not only 
as unneceſſary but ſurreptitions. Since it was ſuf- 
ficient to expreſs Cæſar's meaning to have ſaid, 
that the Gault made no uſe of Letters or Writing 


in the learning of the Druids, but in all other : 


matters, and in publick and private accounts 
they did make uſe of Writing : For uti litters, 
0 uſe letters, is a frequent expreſſion for Writing 


among Patin Authors. Beſides, it had been a 
Contradiction to ſay the Gauls were unskill'd 


in the Greek Tongue, as Cæſar had averr'd a lit- 


_ tle before; and afterwards to ſay, that they 


wrote all their publick and private accounts in 
Greek. As to what many ſuppoſe , that Ga 
fred Tb | words 
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words literis Græcis in that place, are not to be 
taken for ###ing Greet, but only for the Cha- 
racters of the letter:; I can leſs * of this 


Explanation than the former uſe tho 
many ancient Writers (as we juſt now ſaid) 
frequently uſed the expreſſion Ur; litteris for 
Scribere; yet I never obſerv d that any of them 
ever uſed it to ſignify the form: and faſhions of 
the Characters. Neither does it make at all for 
their opinion what Cæſar ſays in the Firſt Book 
of his Commentaries, vix. That there were 
found in the Helvetian Camp, Tablets, literis 
Græcis conſcriptas; as if the ſame perſon, who 
had learnt to make uſe of the Greeł forms of Cha- 
raters, might not as eaſily have learnt the Greek 
language ; or as if there might not be among 
the Helvetii, Prieſts or Gentlemen Sons, who might 
then have learnt Greek, as ours now learn LA. 
tin; Greek being at that time a Language in 
vogue and eſteem. The very neighbourhood 
of the School of Maſſilia is ſufficient to confute 
that opinion: And therefore Ceſar, when he 
e of his on Letter to Cicero, tells us, he 
ent that Letter written in Greek characters, leſt 
(in caſe it were intercepted) his deſigns ſhou d 
be diſcover d by the enemy. Fuſtinu, lib. 20. 
ſays, there was a Decree of the Senate made, 
that no Carthaginian, after that time, ſhou'd ſtu- 
dy the Greek language or writing, leſt he ſhot 4 
be able to ſpeak or write to the Enemy with- 
out an Interpreter. Tacitus, in his Book de ma- 
ribus Germanorum, tells us, that ſeveral, Tombs 
and Monuments were yet to be ſeen in the 
Confines of Germany. and Swifſerland with Greek ; 
Inſcriptions on them. Livius, lib. 9. ſays, The. 
Roman Boys formerly ſtudied the Tuſcan Lan- 
guage, as now they do the Greek. And in uh, 
. 2dt 
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28th Book, ----- Hanibal erected an Altar, 
and dedicated it with a large Inſcription of 
© alt his Atchievements, in the Greek and Punick 
© Tongues. Item Lib. 40. Both Altars had 
_ © Inſcriptions on them in the Greek and Latin 
% Tongues. Laſtly, I cannot imagine, that 
Ceſar wou'd have expreſſed himſelf, (if he had 
meant, as theſe wou'd have him) Græcis liters 

ſcribere ; but rather, Græcarum literarum forma, 
as we ſee in Tacitus, Lib. 11. Nov literarum 
ce, format addidit. He added new Characters of 
c Letters: Having found, that the Greek Lite- 
© rature was not begun and perfected at once. 
And again,. Et formæ literis latinis que veter- 
Sim e ²˙ nf Gn. 
No left any body ſhou'd wonder, how the 
Word Gr ects crept into Cæſars Text, I will in- 
ſtance you the like Miſchance in Pliny, lib. 7. 
cap. 57. where tis thus written, -—— © Gentium 
e conſenſus tacitus primum omnium conſpirawvit ut 
CL NUM Lreris uterentur. And afterwards, 
— © Sequens gentium conſenſus in tonſoribus fuit. 
And again, + ** Tertizs Conſenſus eſt in Horarum 
© obſerrvatione; Now who is there that ſees 
not plainly the Word IONUM ought to be left 
out, as well becauſe tis apparently unneceſſa- 
ry, (for Pliny had no farther Deſign than to 


let · us know, that Men firſt of all conſented in 


the Writing and Form of their Letters) as be- 
cauſe tis falſe , that the Ionian Letters were the 
firſt invented; as Pliny himſelf in his forego- 
ing Chapter, and Tacitus, lib. 11. have told us. 
l have obſerved however two Places, (Gregorius 
Turonenſis, lib. 5. and Aimoinus, lib. 3. cap. 41.) 
wherein tis intimated, that the Gauls uſed the 
. Forms of the Greek Letters: For where they 
ſpeak of King Chilperick,— © He added < ſay 
Srl. ey 
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they) © ſome Letters to our Letters; and thoſe 
Were, o, J, &, 6; and ſent Epiſtles to the ſe- 
** veral Schools in his Kingdom, that the Boys 
* ſhou'd be ſo taught. Ai moins mentions on- 
ly three Letters, x, 0, . But we muſt under- 
ſtand, that theſe were Franks, not Gauls; or 
rather Franco-gauls, who made uſe of their own 
native Language, the German Tongue; not 
that ancient Language of the Gauls, which had 
grown out of ufe under the Roman Govern- 
ment: Beſides, if the Fancogalli had made uſe 
of the Greek Letters, how came they at firſt to 
except theſe, when they made uſe of all the 
reſt 2 But we have ſaid enough, and too much 


of this Matter. As for their Opinion who be- 


lieve that the Gaul: ſpoke the German Language, 
Ceſar confures it in that ſingle place, wherein 
he tells us, that Arioviſtus, by Reaſon of his 


long Converſation in Gallia, ſpoke the Gallick 


Now for two Reaſons their Opinion ſeems 
to me to be the moſt probable, who write, that 
the Ancient Gauls had a peculiar Language of 
their own, not much differing from the Britiſh: 
Firſt, becauſe Ceſar tells us it was the Cuſtom 
for thoſe Gaul, who had a mind to be tho- 


roughly inſtructed in the Learning of the 


Druyds, to paſs over into Britain; and ſince the 
Druzds made no uſe of Books, tis agreeable to 
Reaſon, that they taught in the ſame Language 
which was uſed in Gallia. Secondly, becauſe 
Tacitus in his Life of Agricola, writes, that the 
Language of the Gault and Britains differ d but 
very little: neither does that Conjecture of 


Hratus Rhenanus ſeem unlikely to me, who be- 


lieves the Languge which is now made uſe of 
in Balle Bretayne- | Britones Britonantes | to be 
70515 | the 
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the Remains of our ancient Tongue. His 
Reaſons for this Opinion may be better learn d 
fron his own Commentaries, than told in this 
place. The. Language which we at preſent 
make uſe of, may eaſily be known to be a 
Compound of the ſeveral Tongues of divers 
Nations: And ( to ſpeak plainly and briefly ) 
may be divided into Gow parts. One half of 
it we have from the Romans, as every one that 
underſtands Latin ever ſo little, may obſerve: 
For beſides, that the Gauls being ſubject to the 
Romans, wou d naturally fall into their Cuſtoms 
and — tis manifeſt that the Romans 
were very induſtrious to propagatetheir Tongue, 
and to make it univerſal, — 2 (as it — 
nerable among all Nations. And to that end 


ſettled Publick Schools up and down, at Autan, 


Beſancon, Lyons, &c. as Valerius Maximus, Taci- 
tus, and Auſonius tell us. The other half of it 
may be ſubdivided thus. One third of it we 
bold from the Ancient Gault, another from the 


Franks, and the laſt from the Grech Language: 


For it has been demonſtrated long ſince by ma- 
ny Authors, that we find innumerable Frank 
(that is, German) Words ( as we ſhall hereaft- 
ter prove) in our daily Speech. And feveral 
learned Men have ſhewn us, that many Greek 
Words are adapted to our common uſe, which 
Ve do not owe to the Learning and Schools of 
the Druyds, (who I believe ſpoke no Greek); 
but to the Schools and Converſation of the 
AMaſſulians, whom we formerly mentioned. 
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tbe Romans. 


1 S very well known to all learned Men; 
1 that Gaul, 1 at- 
tempted with various Succeſs, during a ten 


Tears War, and many Battels, was at laſt total- 


ly ſubdued · by Cæſqar, and reduced into the 


Form of a Province. It was. the misfortune of 


this moſt valiant and warlike People, to ſubmit 
at length to the Great Beaſt, as it is called in 
Scripture, with which however they ſo ſtrove 
for Empire for eight hundred ears, (as Foſe- 


£ 


| _ informs us) that no Wars with any other 
a 


tion, ſo much terriſied Rome. And Plutarch 


in his Lives of. Marcellus and Camillus; Appian 


in his 2d Book of the Civil Wars; Livia, lib. 8. 
10. have recorded, that the Romans were ſo 
afraid of the Gault, that they made a Law, 
whereby all the Diſpenſations (formerly grant. 
ed to Prieſts and old Men, from ſerving in 


their Armies) were made void, in Caſe of any 


Tumult or Danger ariſing from the Gauls: 
which Cicero takes notice of in his 2d Philippick. 


Caſar himſelf. in his 6th Book, and after him 


Tacitus, lib. de moribus Germanorum, do teſtify, 
That there was a time wherein the Gauls ex- 
cell'd the Germans in Valour, and carried the 


War into their Territories, ſettling Colonies 
(by reaſon of their great Multitudes of People) 


beyond the Rhine, A a - 
1 o 
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Now Tacitas in his Life of Agricola, attributes 
the Loſs of this their ſo remarkable Valour, to 
the Loſs of their Liberty. Gallos in bells flo- 

ruiſſe accepimus, mox ſegnities cum otio intravit, 
* amifſa Virtute pariter ac Libertate—. And 1 
hope the Reader wilt excuſe me, if the Love 
of my Country makes me add that remarkable 


_ Teſtimony of the Valour of the Gale, men- 


tioned by Fuſtin, lib. 24. —- The Gaul: 
©. (fays he) finding their Multitudes to increaſe 


AI ſo faſt, that their Lands cou'd not afford 


them ſufficient 'Suſtenance, ſent out three 
b thouſand Souls to ſeek for new 
-*- Habitations. Part of theſe ſeated themſelves 
in Beiy; who both took and burnt the City 
of Rome. Another part penetrated as far 2s 
the Shores of Dalmatia, — infinite 
Numbers of the Barbarians, and ſettled them- 


©. ſelves at laſt in Pannonia. A hardy bold and 


* warlike Nation; who ventured-next after Her- 
Deals, (to whom the like Attempt” gave a 
* Reputation of extraordinary Valour, and a 
Title to Immortality) to croſs thoſe almoſt 
*tnacceffible Rocks of the Alps, and places 
ſcarce paſſable by reaſon ' of the Cold: 
Where after having totally ſubdued the Pan- 
© nonians they waged War with the bordering 
4 provinces for many ears. — And after- 
<<: wards being encouraged by their Sueceſs, 
*- ſubdivided their Parties; when ſome took 
their way to Grecia, ſome to Macedonia, de- 
2 ſtroying all before them with Fire and 
Sword. And ſo great was the Terror of the 
Name of the Gault, that ſeveral Kings (not in 
the leaſt threatned by them) of their own ac- 
cord, purchaſed their __ with large Sums 

e following Bogk, he 
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2] ſays, ---- So great was the Fruitfulneſs of 


the Gauls at that time, that like a Swarm 
they fill d all Aa. So that none of the Ea- 
ſtern Kings either ventured to make War 
c without a mercenary Army of Gauls, or fled 


J for. refuge to other than the Gauls, when 


** they. were driven out of their Kingdoms. 
And thus much may ſuffice concerning their 
warlike Praiſes and Fortitude, which (as Taci- 
tus tells us) was quite gane; as ſoon as. they loſt their 


Liberty. Net ſome Cities, or Commonuiealths, 


(as Plinius, lib. 4. cap. x1. tells us) were _ 
mitted. to continue free, after the Romans had 
reduced Gallia to the Form of a Province. 


Such were the Nervii, Ulbaneſſes, Sueſſiones and 
Leuci. Alſo ſome of the Confederates: and 


among thoſe he reckons the Lingones, Rhemi, 
Cm oh ad; +5 ood eget 
But we may eaſily learn from theſe Words of 


Critognatus the Arvernian, mentioned by Ceſar, 


lib. 7. what the Condition was of thoſe Com- 


monꝛvealths, which had the Misfortune to be 


reduced into the Form of à Province. If 
( ſays he) you are ignorant after what man- 


f - ner far diſtant Nations are uſed by | the Nb 


mans, you have no more to do, but to look 


at Our neighbouring Gallia, now reduced in- 
* ro:the, Form of a Province: Which having 
its Laws and Cuſtoms chang'd , and being 


© ſubjected-co.the Power of the Axes, is Op- 


*:prelsd wich perpetual Slavery. 


We. are to underſtand, chere were three 
kinds of Servitude, or Slavery. Firſt, - To bave 
4 Gariſon of Soldiers „ 


upon them, to keep 
them in aue; yet ſuch Provinces as ſeemed 
peaceable and quiet, had no great Armies 
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in the Emperor Titus's time, the Romans had 
but 1200 Soldiers in Gariſon in all Gaul, al- 
* tho! (ſays he) they had - fought with the 


cc 


his ad Book of the Hiſt. of the Fews, That 


Servitude was, when any Province was made 


Tributary, and compelled to pay Taxes; and 


to that End were forced to endure 2 Number of 


Tax-garherers, that is, Harpies and Leeches, 
which ſuck d out the very Blood of the Provin- 
cials. Eutropius tells us, in his 6th Book, That 
Cæſar, as ſoon as he had ſubdued Gaul, impos d 
a Tax upon it, by the Name of a Tribute, 
which amounted to H. S. Quadringenties; 


which is about a Million of our Crowns. A 
Third Sort of Servitude was, . when the Pro- 
vinces were not permitted to be govern'd by 
their own Laws; but had Magiſtrates and Jud- 
ges, with full Power and Authority (cum im- 


perio & ſecuribus) over Life and Eftate, ſenc 
them by the People of Rome. This Threefold- 


Slavery not only our Gallia, but all the other 
Provinces, took moſt bitterly to heart; and 
therefore in Tiberiuss Reign, not long after 
Czſar'sCongueſt, Tacitus tells us, That the 
Cities of Gaul rebelFd,, becauſe of the Conti- 
nuance of Taxes, the Extortions of Uſurers, 
and Inſolence of the Soldiery. And afterwards 


in Nero's Reign, Suetonius writes, “That the 


Gault being weary of his Tyranny, revolted. 
The World ( fays he) having for near 13 
* Years; endured ſuch a Sort of Prince, at laſt 
* ſhook him off: The Gauls beginning the 
* Defection. Now all Gallia was divided by 
the Roman into W „ Viz. * 

r | g 427. 


Romans for their Liberty, almoſt 800 Years, 
* and had near as many Cities, as the Romans 
© had Gariſon-Soldiers. A. Second: Sort of 
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Narbonenſis prima, Narbonenſis ſecumda, Aquitania 


prima, Aquitania ſecunda, Novempopulana ,' Alpes 


maritime, Belgica prima, Belgica ſecunda, Germa- 


nia prima, Germania ſecunda, Lugdunenſis prima, 
Lugdunenſis ſecunda, Lugdunenſis tertia, Maxima 


Sequanorum, & Alpes Grace, as Antoninus in his 
Trinerary, and Sextus Rufus, give an Account of 


them. But Ammianus Marcellinus treats of them 
more particularly, lib. 15. eres OE 
But to return to what we were ſpeaking of: 
Tis not to be imagined, how grievouſly, and 
with what Indignation, the Gauls bore the In- 
ſolencies and Plunderings of the Romans; nor 
how frequently they fevolted upon that Ac- 
count: and ' becauſe they were not ſtrong 
enough of themſelves 'to ſhake off the Roman 
Tyranny, twas a common Cuſtom with them, 
to hire German Auxiliaries. Theſe were the 
firſt Beginnings of the Colonies of the Franks: 
For thoſe Germans, whether they were beaten 
by the Romans, or (which is more likely) were 
bought off by them, began by little and little, 
to ſettle themſelves in the Borders of Gallia. 
This gave occaſion to Suetonius, in his Life of 
Auguſtus, to ſay, He drove the German. 
beyond the River Elb; but the Suevi and Si- 
* cambri (ſubmitting themſelves): he tranſplan- 
ted into Gallia, where he aſſign'd them Lands 
* near the River Rhine. Alſo in his Life 
of Tiberius, © He brought (ſays he) forty 
© thouſand of thoſe that had ſurrendred them- 
© ſelves in the German War, over into Gallia, 
and allotted them Settlements upon the 
© Banks of the Rhine. Neither muſt we 
omit what Flavius Vopiſcys records, concerning, 
the Reign of Probus tlie Emperor, in whoſe 
time almoſt all Gallia, that is, ſixty — oy 
FRE, A volte 
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volted from the Romans; and with common 
Conſent, took up Arms for the Recovery of 
their Liberty: ---- © Having done theſe things 
* (lays he) he march'd with a vaſt Army into 


Gaul, which after Poſthumus's Death was all 


8. in Commotion, and when Aurelianus was 
. kill d, was in a manner poſſeſſed by the 
. Germans ; there he gain d ſo Y Victories, 
8 that he a recover'd from the Barbarians fixty 
. of the moſt noble Cities of Gallia: And 
„ Whereas they had overſpread all Gallia with- 
4 out Controul, he ſlew near four hundred 
t thouſand of thoſe that had ſeated themſelves 
Within the Roman Territories, and tranſplant- 

ed the Remainders of them beyond the Ri- 
**vers Neckar, and Ell. : | 
But how cruel and inhuman the Dominati- 
on of the Ramans was in Gallia: How intole- 
rable their Exactions were: What horrible and 
wicked Lives they led; and with how great 
Inveteracy and Bittemef they were hated up- 
on that Account by the Gauls, | ( eſpecially by 


the Chriftians ) may beſt be learn'd from the 


Works of Selvianus, Biſhop of Marſeilles, which 
treat of Providence: Therefore tis incredible 
to tell, what Multitudes/of Germans pour dthem- 
ſelves into Gallia; theGauls not only not hindring, 
but even favouring and calling them in. Lati- 
nus Pacatus, in his Speech to. Theodoſius, has 
this Paſſage; © From whence ſhou'd I begin 
© my Diſcourſe , but from thy Miſchiefs, O 


_ ©. Gallia! who may ſt juſtly challenge a Supe> 


© ciority in ſufferings, above all the Nations of 
*.the Earth, that have been vexed with this 
Plague? ---- Now tis moſt plain both from 
Sidonius Apollinaris, and eſpecially from the a- 
boye- mentioned Salvianus, in many places of 
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his Writings, that our Franks were a part of 
thoſe German Maloney, „ who thus entred i into 
ee 8 ET CE. * 5 
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of a be ginal of 5 TRIO A? FRY 
having po ſe ſled themſelves of Gallia, 
change ed its Name into that of 


Francia, or Francogallia. Fo 


H E Order of our Diſcourſe Wees 
that we ſhould now enquire into the O- 
Tiginal of the Franks, and trace them from 
their firſt Habitations, or (as it were) their Ve- 
ry Cradles: In which Diſquiſition tis very 
much to be admired, that no mention has been 
made of them by Prolomy, Strabo, or even b 
Tacitus himſelf, who of all Writers was mof 
accurate in deſcribing the Names and Situati- 
ons of all the German Nations: and tis plain, 
the Franks were à German People, who poſſeſ- 
ſed moſt part of Europe for many Yeats, with 
great Reputation; of which we will quote but 
a few Inſtances out of many. 
Firſt, Fobannes Nauclerus ſays © © Charles 
© the Great was \call'd King of the Franks; 
©. which'is as much as to ſay, King of Germany 


* and France. Now tis demonſtrable, that at 


that time all Gallia Tranſalpina , and all Germa- 
n from the Pyrenæan Mountains, as far as Hun- 


gary, was called ene This laſt was called 
Eaſtern 
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Eaſt ern France, the former Weſtern France. 5 and 
in this all true Hiſtorians agree. 
Eguinarthus, in his Life of Charlemain, 


- . 


ſays, ---- The Banks of the River Sala, 
* which divides the Turing: from the Sorabi, 
* were afterwards inhabited by thoſe called the 
Eaſtern Franks. Otto Friſing. Chron. 5. cap. 4. 
ſpeaking of King Dagober's Reign, © The 
* Bounds of the Franks Dominions reach'd 
© now (ſays he) from Spain, as far as Hungary, 
being two moſt noble Dukedoms, Aquita- 
** nia, and Bavaria; but much more at 
large, lib. 6. cap. 17. And after him Godfrey of 
Viterbo, in his Chronic. part. 17. ſub Anno 881. 
vs e 8 (ſays he) ruled all Eaſtern Francia, 
* which is now called the Tewtonick Kingdom, 
Ft or Germany ; that is to ſay, Bavaria, Suabia, 
Saxonia, Turingia, Friſia, and Lotharingia : 
but Odo was King of Weſtern France. Again, 
ſub Anno 913. © It is apparent by the Autho- 
* rity. of many Writers, that the Kingdom of 
* Germany,.. which the Emperor Frederick: at 
-* preſent holds, is part of the Kingdom of 
* the Franks; for there (on both Sides the 
Rhine) the firſt Franks were ſeared ; which 
* as far as to the Limits of Bavaria,” is now 
* called Eaſtern France: But Weſterns France is 
that Kingdom which lies on both Sides the 
© Rivers Seine and Loire. And again he 
lays, © In the time of Charles the Great, King 
* of the Franks, all Gallia, that is, Celtica, Bel- 
* gica,- and Lugdunenſit, and all Germany which 
* reaches -from the Rhine as far as Dalmatia, 
made but one Kingdom; which was called 
* Flprcia. --- Almoſt all which Quotarions ' 
have been taken out of Otto, as I ſaid before. 


Iis to be noted, that Rhegino writes thus, in 
D 3 Chron, 
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Chron. anni 577, — After the Death of 
«© King Pipin, Lews his Son ('who had been 
” Peeſent at his Father's Deceaſe, and celebra- 
* ted his Funerals) kept his Réſidence at 
* Francfort, the principal Seat of the Eaſtern 
* Kingdom, Luitprandus Ticinenſis ſays, lib. I. 
cap. 6. It was order'd that Vido ſhou'd 
* have for his ſhare, that which Men call the 
© Roman France, and Berengarius ſhou'd have 
* Taly. And a little after, — When he had 
* march'd thro' the Territories of the Burgun- 
* dians, he purpoſed to enter Roman France, &c. 
Now it was call'd Roman France, firft, becauſe 
the Franks had - poſſeſſed themſelves of that 
Gallia, which was under the Romans Obedience. 
Secondly, becauſe the Roman Language pre- 
vail'd in that Country, as we formerly told 
you: Whence aroſe the Saying, Legui Roma- 
num, of ſuch as uſed not the German or Frank, 
but the Latin Tongue: Otto Frifengiur, chron. 4. 
cap. penult. ſays,' ---- © Tt ſeems to me; that 29010 
Franks who dwell in Gallia, borrowed ihe 
Language, which they make uſe of to this 
* Day, from the Romans; for the others who 
* ftay'd about the Rhine, and in Germany, uſe 
* the Tewtonick Tongue. — And in Imitation 
of him, Godfridzs,' part. 15. cap. 1. © The 
* Franks (ſays he) ſeem to me to have learn'd 
the Language which they make uſe of to 
this Day, from the Romans, who formerl 

* dweltin thoſe parts. From all theſe tis 
apparent, that the Reputation and Power of 
the Franks was extraordinary great; as twas 
fitting for ſuch as were Maſters of a great part 
of Europe. 7 „ ³ͤ 8 


* 
- 


Moreover we find, that thoſe Germans which 
were' tranſplanted by the Emperor "Frederick 
T2: 31+ 5 TE Net Fits ſe 7 4 . ” ; „ the 
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| the IId, into the Kingdoms of Naples and Si- 


cily, and eſtabliſh'd there as à preſidiary Colo- 
ny, were: called Frans. Petrus de :Vineis, | 
lib. epiſt. 6. cap. 27 u 5 Fol. 12 473 3 
% lowing ( ſays he ) the Law and, * Thebs are only bro- 
öCuſtom of the Franks, in thas In- ken pieces of Sentences, 
04 ftanike, that the Eldefl Brother to te Prove, that the Ger- 
9 5 man, (eſtabliſh'd in Na- 
© the Excluſion of all the Younger -- ples anf © S7cily ) were 
* ſucceeds, even in the Camp it ſelf, called, and actually 
Imp. Freder. 2. Neapol. conſtit. were Franks, 
lüb. 2. tit. 32. ſpeaking of thoſeſ 
' Franks," © 2ho upon occaſion truſted the fortune of 
tbeir Lives, and of all their Eſtates, to the Exent 
* of a Duel, or ſingle Combat. And again, 
A=A be aforeſaid manner ofi Proof, aubich all. who 
© obſerve the Rites of tbe Franks made uſe f.. 
Alſo lib. 2. tit. 33. Which; Low, our Wills, 
hall is all Cauſes be common > bath to tbe Franks 
* and Longobards. 2 Odi lee ot IF 755 
Matters being thus plain, tis ſtrange that 
Gregory Biſnop of Tours (Who writ concerning 
the Original of the Hank, 800 Jears ago) 
ſhou'dfay, inthe firſt part of his Hiſtory, That 
altho' ie had made diligent Enquiry about the 
Riſe and Beginning of the Franks, he coud 
find nothing certain: notwithſtanding he had 
ſeen an ancient Book of a certain Hiſtorian of 
theirs, called, Sulpitius Alexander ; who affirms 
nothing either of their firſt Habitations, or the 
Beginnings of their Domination. 479688 
But have found out, that theſe People 
originally came from that Country which lies 
between the Rhine and the Elb, and is bounded 
on the Weſt by the Sea, almoſt in the ſame 
Tract where the greater and the leſſer Cbauci 
dwelt. A People (ſays Tacitus) the moſt noble 


* among all the Germans, who founded their 
| D 4 © Great- 
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Greatneſs, and maintained it by Juſtice. 
Theſe were next Neighbours to the Batawians; 
for 'tis agreed on all Hands, that the Franks 
had their firſt Seats near the Sea-ſhore, in very 
marſhy Grounds ; and were the moſt skilful 
People in Navigation, and Sea-fights, known 
at that time: Whereof we have the following 
Teſtimonies. Firſt, in Claudian, who congra- 
tularing Stilicon's Victory, writes thus; 


I jam trans fluvium now indignante Chayco 
Paſcat Belga pecus, mediumque ingreſſa per Albin 
Gallica Francorum montes armenta pererrent. 


In which place he makes uſe of a Poetical Li- 
cenſe, and calls thoſe People Chayei; which the 
Geographers call Chauci. Now that they were 
ſeated near the Sea, that Panegyrical Gration 
made to Conttantine the Great, is a Teſtimony: 
Quid loquar rurſus, &c. What ſhould I peak 
more of thoſe remote Nations of the Franks, 
* tranſplanted not from places which the Ro- 
* mans of old invaded; but plucked from their 
very original Habitations, and their fartheſt 
** Barbarous Shores, to be planted in the waſt 
4% Places of Gallia; where with their Husban- 
* dry, they may help the Roman Empire in 
* time of Peace; and with their Bodies, ſup- 
e ply its Armies in time of War---. And in 
another Panegyrick , by Eumenius the Rheto- 
Tician, we find this Paſſage, © Aut hzc ipſa, 8c. 
Or this Country, which was once overſpread 
F* with the Fierceneſs of the Franks, more 
* than if the Waters of their Rivers, or their 
#* Sea, had cover'd it; but now ceaſes to be 
barbarous, and is civilized. To the fame Pur- 
poſe is Procepins's Teſtimony, in his firſt _— 
1 pi 
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of the Gothick Mar; For where he deſcribes the 
place where the Rhine falls into the Ocean; 
In theſe parts (ſays he) there are great 
Marſhes, where of old the Germans dwelt; 
a barbarous People, and at that time of ſmall 
Reputation, which now are called Franks---. 
And Zonarus, in the 3d Tome of his Annals, 
quotes this very Paſſage of Procopius. Alſo Flavius 
Vopiſcus, in his Life of  Probus, tells us, That 
the Franks were diſcomfited by Probus in their 
inacceſſible Marſhes. . . --Teftes ſunt Franci inwiis 
; ovary paludibus. Alſo Sidonius Apollinaris ſays 
MST: ß 55 


Francorum &. penitiſſimas paludes, 
l br Intrares venerantibus Sicambris. 


rr 
» 1 

#25 — 25 y 1 
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Now what we have ſaid concerning the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Franks to the Chauci, may be 
plainly, proved by comparing of Places, and 
the Deſcriptions of their particular Seats. 
Thoſe of the Cbauci are deſcribed by Pliny, 
lib. 16. cap. 1. Thoſe of the Franks by the Rhe- 
torician Panegyriſt, above- mentioned: For Pli- 
ny ſays thus, We have ſeen in the Northern 
parts the Nations of the Chauci, called 
1 Majores & Minores, where twice every 24 
Hours the Ocean is forcibly driven in a 
* great way over the Land, thro' a vaſt Paſ- 
* ſage which is there, making it a perpetual 
© Controverſy of Nature; and a Doubt, 
* Whether it ought to be reckon'd part of the 
ff Land or of the Sea. ER 
The Panegyriſt ſpeaks in theſe Terms, 
** ---- Duanquan illa Regio, &c. When thy noble 
© Expeditions, O Ceſar, have proceeded ſo 
ke far, as to clear and conquer that Country, 
HH 1 which 
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ee which the Rhine runs through, with his cun 
ning Mzanders or Windings, [ Meatibus calli- 
ds, for ſo it muſt be read, and not Scalds, 
as in ſome Copies, ]- and embraces in his 
«© Arms a Region, which I can ſcarce call 
Land; tis 1o ſoak'd with Water, that not 
% only the Marſhy — of it gives way, but 
c even that which ſeems more firm, ſhakes 
© when trod upon, and trembles at a diſtance 
< under the weight of the foowue. 
We think therefore we have made it plain 
from what Seats the Nation of the Franks firſt. 
came into Gallia; that is to ſay, from that 
marſhy Country which lies upon the Ocean, be- 
tween the Rivers Elb and Rhine: which may be 
further confirm'd by this Argument. That the 
Franks were very well skill'd in maritime affairs, 
and ſail'd far and near all about thoſe Coafts : 
For ſo ſays Eutropius, lib. 9. where he gives a 
ſhort Hiftory of the Emperor Galienm. Af- 
* ter this time, when Carauſius had in charge 
© to ſcour the Sea-coaſts of Belgia and Armori- 
ce ca, then infeſted by the Franks and Saxons, &c. 
The very ſame thing Paulus Oroſius mentions, 
lib. 7. Alto what the Panegyriſt, before cited, 
fays in a certain place, has reference to this. 
* The Franks (ſays he) are cruel above. all 
others; the tide of whoſe warlike fury ſur- 
© mounting that of their very Ocean itſelf, 
carried them to the Sea- eoaſts of Spain, which 
they very much infeſted with their Depreda- 
tions. And therefore the Emperor Juſtinian, 
when he explains to the General Governor of A, 
frick the duty of his Office, makes mention of 
"thoſe Franks which were ſeated in a certain part 
of Gallia, bordering upon Spain. — 


ou! 


But 


— 


POSH ; viz. That a (mall Body of Franks, 


y, return'd into the Oce- 
an thro? the Srreighrs of Gibraltar. © Recurſa- 
bat in animos ſub Divo Probo & paucorum ex 
* Francis Captivorum incredibilis audacia, & 
*©'indigna fœlicitas: qui à Ponto uſque cor- 


4 reptis navibus, Græciam Aſtamque populaci, 
nec impunè pleriſque Lybiæ littoribus appul- 


, ipſas poſtremò navalibus quondam victo- 
Tits les ceperant colt, & immenſo 
* irinere permenſi, Oceanum, qua terras rupit 
** intraverant ; atque ita eventu temeritatis 
* :oftenderant, nihil eſſe clauſum piraticæ de- 
* fperationi quo navigiis pateret acceſſus. _ 
And, as farther Arguments of what I have 
been proving, may be added all thoſe places in 
ſeveral Authors, which inform us that the Ha- 
bitations of the Franks were Bordering upon 
the Batawvians, The ſame Rhetorician, in his 
Speeches to Maximianns and Conſtantine, ſays,--- 
Many thouſand Franks, who had croſſed the 
** Rhine, and invaded Batavia, with other Coun- 
* tries on this ſide, were ſlain, driven out, or 


- 


** carried away captive. $ | 
Beſides, there is a notable inſtance in Corn. 


Tacitus, lib. 20. where ſpeaking of the Neigh- 


bourhood of Friſia and Batavia to each other, 
he mixes the Caninefates among them, whoſe 
cuſtom in Electing their Kings was (as I ſhall 
hereafter ſhew) the very ſame with that of che 
„ UA, „ „VV | Franks, 
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Franks. *©* Ambaſſadors (ſays he) were ſent 
to the Caninefates, to perſuade them to enter 
into the Confederacy: That People inhabit 
one part of the Iſſand., equal as to their 
* Deſcent, Laws and Valour, to the Batawians ; 
© but inferior in number. And again---Brin- 
nio being ſet upon a Shield (according to 
the Cuſtom of the Country) and hoiſted up 
* on men's Shoulders, was choſen their Com- 
* mander. Which words will prove of no 
{mall authority for us, when we come hereaf- 
ter to that part of the Controverſy. __ - 
The caſe being ſo; I cannot forbear won- 


» 
* 


dring at the opinion of the learned Andreas Tur- 


nebxs, who deſpiſing the Authority of ſo many 
grave and ancient Writers, ſays, that he thinks 
the Franks were originally of Scandinavia: be- 
cauſe in Ptolomy he finds the Phiraſſi ſeated: in 


that Peninſula, which word he will needs ſup- 


poſe to be corrupted ; and that, inſtead. of it, 
the word Franci. ought to be there: but brings 


no reaſon for his opinion more than. his. own 


mere gueſs, tho this opinion differs manifeſtly 
from all other ancient Authors 
As to all thoſe who are pleas'd with Fables, 
and have deduced the Original of the Franks 
from the Trojans, and from one Francion, a Son 


pf Priam, we can only ſay, that they furniſh 


Materials for Poets rather than Hiſtorians: And 
among ſuch, Milliam Bellay deſerves the firſt 
place; who, tho' he way a Perſon of fingular 
Learning and extraordigary Ingenuity ; yet in 
his Book, which treats of the Antiquities of 
Gallia and France, ſeems rather to have defign'd 
2 Romance, like that of And, than a true Hi- 
ſtory of the Francogallican Affairs. | 
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Of the Name of the Franks, and their 


ſundry Excurſions ; and what time 
_ © they firſt began to eſtabliſb a King- 
Wy OE 8 


B I think it requiſite that we ſhou'd en- 
D quire a little more carefully into this Name 
of Franks ; which, as we told you before, is not 
to be found in any of the ancient Deſcriptions 
of Germany. That I may no longer detain the 
Reader in ſuſpence, it muſt needs be, that ei- 
ther the Nation of the Franks, by which ſuch 
mighty things were done, was at firſt very ob- 
{cure and mean, ( as we ſee in Switz, an ordi- 
nary Village ;) yet becauſe the firſt beginning 
of the Liberty of thoſe Countries proceeded 
from thence, gave the name of Switzers to all 
{the reſt of the Cantons: Or (which ſeems to 
me moſt probable) this Appellation had its 
Original from the occaſion; viz. When thoſe 
that ſet up for the prime Leaders and Begin- 
ners, in recovering the publick liberty, called 
themſelves Franks ; by which name the Germans 
underſtood ſuch as were Free, and under no Ser- 
vitude ; as the Writers of that Nation do una- 
nimouſly hold: And therefore in ordinary 
Speech, by a Frank was meant a Freeman: hy 3 
Franchiſe, an Aſylum, or place of refuge; and 


— 


Franciſare ſignified to reſtore to liberty and free- 


dom. The firſt proof we ſhall give of this, is, 
what Procopiis in his firſt Book of the e 
_ | : Wars 


— ðĩ3VX 2 or, 


30 


FRANCOOGALTLIA 


Wars relates. The Franks ( ſays he) were an- 
ciently by a general name call'd Germans; but 
after they exceeded their — they obtain'd 


the name of Franks: Of the ſame opinion I 
find Gregory of Tours, the Abbot of Urſperg, Sigi- 


bertus and Ado of Vienne, and Godfrey of Viterbo 


to have been; viz. That they had the name 


of Franks from their freedom, and from their fe- 


rocity, (alluding to the ſound of the words Fran- 
cos Feroces,) becauſe they refuſed to ſerve as 
Soldiers under Valentinian the Emperor, and to 
pay Tribute as other Nations did. A ſecond 
proof may be that of Cornelius Tacitus, who in 
his 2oth Book, ſpeaking of the Caninefates, whom 


we have formerly demonſtrated to have been 


the very next Neighbours, if not the true Fronks 
themſelves, and of their Victory over the Ro- 
mans, he has this expreſſion: Clara ea victoria, &c. 
** That Victory (ſays he) was of great reputa- 
tion to them immediately after it, and of 
great profit in the ſequel, for having by that 
means got both Weapons and Ships into 
their poſſeſſion, e e e they were in 


great want of; their Fame was ſpread over 


* Al Germany and Gaul, as being the firſt begin- 
* ners of Liberty; Libertatis Auctores celebrabantur, 
For the Germans thereupon ſent Ambaſſadors, 
offering their aſſiſtance. May the Omen prove 
lucky ! and may the Franks truly and properly 
deſerve that name; who after having ſhaken 
off that Yoke of Slavery, impoſed upon them 
by Zyrants, have thought fit to preſerve to them- 
ſelves a commendable /iberty, even under the 
Domination of Kings: For to obey a King i not 
ſerwitude; neither are all who are govern'd by 
Kings, preſently for that reaſon to be counted 
Slaves, but ſuch as ſubmit themſelves 8 the mw 
„„ ounde 


3 


FRANCOGALLIA. 
bounded. Will of a Tyrant, a Thief, an Executio- 
the Butcher. Such as theſe deſerve to be called 


by the vile names of Servants and Slaves. 
Thereforè the Franks had always Kings, even 


at that very time when they profeſs d them 


ſelves the vindicators and aſſertors of the publick 
liberty: And when they conſtituted Kings, they 
never intended they ſhou'd be Tyrants or Execu- 
tioners, but keepers of their Liberties, Protectors, 
Governors and Tutors. Such, in ſhort, as we ſhall 
deſcribe hereafter, when we come to give an 
account of the Francogallican Government. 

For, as to what a certain, fooliſh and igno- 
rant Monk, called Fobn Turpin, has wrote (in his 
Life, or rather Romance of Charlemagn) con- 
cerning the Original of the word Frank, viz. 
That whoever contributed Money towards the 
Building of St. Denis Church, ſhou'd be called 
Francs, that is, a Freeman; is not worthy of 
being remembred, no more than all the reſt of 


his trifling Works, ſtuff'd full of old Wives 


Tales, and meer Impertinencies. 

But this may be truly affirm'd , that this 
name of Franks, or (as Corn. Tacitus interprets 
it) Authors of Liberty, was an Omen ſo lucky 


and fortunate to them, that through it they 


gain'd almoſt innumerable Victories. For after 
the Franks had quitted their ancient Seats upon 
that glorious deſign, they deliver'd not onl 
Germany, their common Country, but alſo 
France 5 — the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of the 
Romans; and at laſt ( crofling the 4/ps ) even 
a great part of Taly it ſelf. : Bo 
The firſt mention made of this IIluſtrious 
name, we find in Trebellizs Pollio's Life of the 


Emperor Gallienus, about the 260th Year after 


ner, as Sheep reſign themſelves to the Knife of 


\ 
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Chriff. His Words are theſe : * Cum, &c. 


"© Whilſt Gallien ſpent his time in nothing 


but Gluttony and Shamefnl practices, an 


* govern'd the Commonwealth after ſo ri- 
** diculous a manner, that it was like Boys 


play, when they ſer up Kings in jeſt among 


© themſelves; the Gault, who naturally hate 


luxurious Princes, elected Poſthumus for their 


% Emperor, who at that tinie was Gallienuss 


PF 
A 


Lieutenant in Gaul with imperial authority. 
Gallienus thereupon commenced a War with 
Poſthumus; and Pofthumus being affiſted by 


cc 


many Auxiliaries, both of the Celtæ and the 


* Franks, took the Field along with Vifforinus— 


By which words we may plainly perceive, that 
the Gauls crav'd the aſſiſtance of the Franks; 


that is, of theſe Authors or Beginners of Liberty, 


to enable them to ſhake off the Tyrant Gallie- 


»#uss Yoke: Which ſame thing Zonaras hints at 


in his Life of Gallienus, when he ſays, imaxi- 


oe Ne graſs, &c.— We find another mention 
made of the fame People in Flavius Vopiſcuss 
Life of Aurelian, in theſe words : --- © At Mentz 
** theTribune of che 6th Legion diſcomfited the 
* Franks, who had made Incurſions, and over- 
ce ſpread all Gallia; he flew 700, and fold 300 
* Caprives for Slaves. For you muſt not ex- 


pect that our Frazks, any more than other Na- 


tions in their Wars, were conſtantly victorious, 
and crown'd with ſucceſs. On the contrary, 
we read that Conſtant ine, afterwards call'd the 
Great, took Priſoners two of their Kings, and 
expoſed them to the Wild Beaſts at the publick 


Shews. Which Story both Eutropius in his gth 


Book, and the Rhetorician in that Panegyrick 
ſo often quoted, make mention of. 8 


- And 
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And becauſe the ſame Rhetorician in another 


place ſpeaks of thoſe Wars in the Confines of 


the Batavi, which we have ſhewn not to be 


far diſtant from the Franks, I will ſet down his 


Words at length. Multa Francorum millia, &c. 


tc He flew, drove out, and took Priſoners ma- 


© ny thouſand Franks, who had invaded Ba- 


© tavia, and other Territories on this ſide the 
* Rhine. And in another place ſays, He clear'd 
* the Country of the Batavians, which had 
© before been poſſeſs d by ſeveral Nations and 
„Kings of the Franks; and not ſatisfied with 
only overcoming them, he tranſplanted them 
* into the Roman Territories, and forced them 
* to lay aſide their Fiercenefs as well às their 


* Weapons. From which place we are given 


to underſtand, not obſcurely, that Conſtantine, 
(being conſtrain'd to do fo by the Franks) 
granted them Lands within the Bounds of the 
Roman Empire. Ammianis, lib. 15. writes, that 
the Franks, during the Civil Wars between Con- 
fantine and Licinius, ſided with Conſtantine, and 


fought very valiantly for him. And in other 


places of the ſame Book he records, that du- 
ring the Reign of Conſtantine, the Son of Con- 
famine, great numbers of Franks were at that 
Court in high favour and authority with Cæſar. 
* After wards, ſays he, Malariehus on a ſudden 


* got power, having gained the Franks ; where- 


* of at that time great numbers flouriſh'd at 
Court. — During the Reign of Julian, call d 
the Apoſtate, the fame Franks endeavour'd to re- 
ſtore the City of Cologne (which was grievouſly 
oppr eſs d by Roman Slavery) to its liberty: and 
forced it, after a long Siege, to ſurtender thro' 
Famine; as the fame Am mianus tells us, lib. 12, 
And becauſe one Band of thoſe Franks fix d their 
Y E Habita- 
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Habitations upon the Banks of the River Sala, 
they were thereupon called Salii; concerning 
whom he writes in the ſame Book.— © Having 
*« prepar'd theſe things, he firſt of all march'd 
towards the Franks; I mean thoſe Franks 
* which were commonly called Salii, who had 
formerly with great boldneſs fix d their Ha- 
© bitations within the Roman Territories, near 
a place called Toxiandria. Again, in his 2oth 
Book he makes mention of that Country poſ- 
ſeſs'd by the Franks beyond the Rhine, and called 
Francia.---- © Having on a ſudden paſs'd the 
©* Rhine, he enterd the Country of thoſe 
Franks called Attuarii, a turbulent ſort of 


People, who at that time made great Ha- 


% vock on the Frontiers of Gallia. And in 
his 3oth Book, where he ſpeaks of King Ma- 
crianus, with whom Valentinian the Emperor had 
lately made a Peace on the Banks of the Rhine, 


in the Territory of Mentz,--- He died, ſays he, 


in Francia, whilſt he was utterly waſting 
% with Fire and Sword all before him, being 
* killd in an Ambuſh laid for him by that va- 
* Hhant King Mellobandes. Now of this Mello- 


bandes, King of the Franks, the fame Author 
in his following Book gives this character; 


„That he was brave and valiant, and upon 


© the ſcore of his Military Virtue conſtituted 


great Maſter of the Houſhold by the Empe- 
c ror Gratianu, and Lieutenant-General ( in 


conjunction with Nannienus ) of that Army 


« which was ſent againſſ the Leutiates, a Peo- 


ple of Germany. Afterwards, by virtue of a 

Treaty concluded between the Franks and the 

Emperor Honorius, they defended the Frontiers 

of the Roman Gallia againſt Stilicon : For Oro- 

fins tells us in his laſt Book, © That the Nations 
| o 


dad 


5 
5 
l 


AP 


SSÄ! 


FF 3 


FRANCOGALLIA 


* of the Alani, Suevi and Vandali, being (toge- 
* .ther with many others) encouraged by Sti- 
© licon; paſs'd the Rhine, waſted the Territo- 
<< ries of the Franks, and invaded Gallia. 
After the Emperor Honorius's time, we have 


very little in Hiſtory extant concerning the 


Franks Warlike Deeds. For to thoſe times 
muſt be apply d what St. Ambroſe writes in his 
Letter (the 29th ) to Theodoſius the Emperor: 
That the Pranks both in Sicily, and many other 
places, had overthrown Maximus the Roman 


General. He ( ſays he, ſpeaking of Maxi- 


© mus) was preſently beaten by the Franks and 


& Saxons in all places of the Earth. But in 
the Reign of Valentinian the 3d, that is, about 


the 45oth Year of Chriſt, tis plain, by the con- 


ſent of all Writers, that Childeric, the Son of 
Merovens, King of the Franks, compleated the 
Deliverance of Gallia from the Roman Tyran- 
ny, after a continued Struggle of more than 
200 Years: and was the firſt that eſtabliſh'd in 
Gallia: a firm and certain Seat of Empire: For 
altho' ſome reckon Pharamond and Clodio-crinitas. 
as the firſt Kings of the Franks, yet without 
doubt there were many before them, who' 
(like them) had croſs'd the Rhine, and made 

. into Gallia; but none had been able 
to ſettle any peaceable Dominion within the 
Limits of Gallia. Now Merovers, who is com- 
monly reckon'd the 3d King: tho' he was in- 
deed King of the Franks, yet he was 4 Stranger 


and a. Foreigner, not created King in Gallia, 


not King of the Francogalli; that is to ſay; not 


elected by the joynt Suffrages of both Nations 


united: In ſhort, all theſe were Kings of the 
Franci, and not of the Francogalli, But Chik 
derie, the Son of Meroveus, was (as we ſaid be- 

1 fore) 
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fore) the firſt that was elected by the publick 
Council of the aſſociated Franks and Gauls; 
and he was created King of Francogallia pre- 
ſently after his Father Meroveas had been kill'd 
in a Battel againſt Attila, during the Reign of 
Valentinian the Third, a diſſolute and profligate 
Prince. At which time the Angli and Scoti 
took poſſeſſion of Great Britain; the Burgundi- 
ans Of Burgundy, Savoy and Daupbine; the Goths 
of Aquitain; the Vandals of Africk and Italy, nay 
of Rome it {elf ; the Hunni under their Leader 
Attila waſted Gallia with Fire and Sword. 
This Attila having an Army of about Five hun- 
dred thouſand Men, over-ran all Gallia as far 
as Thoulouſe, e Atius was at that time Governor 
of, Gallia, who fearing the Power of Attila, 
made a League with the Gorhs, and by their 
aſſiſtance defeated Attila in a Battle; wherein, 
"tis ſaid; they ſlew no fewer than a Hundred 
and eighty thouſand Men. But the Conque- 
ror. e trims being ſuſpected by Yalentinian of 
alpiring to the Empire, was afterwards, by his 
Command, put to death ; and within a little 
while after, he himſelf was flain by Maximus 
before- mention t. | 

During theſe Tranſactions, Merovews, King 
of the Franks, taking his opportunity, . paſs'd 
the Rhine with a great Army; and joyning 


in confederacy with many Cities, who afliſted 


in the Common Cauſe of the publick Liberty, 
poſſeſs d himſelf at length of the innermoſt 


Qities belonging to the Celtæ, between the Seine 


and the Garonne. He being dead, and both 
Nations (the Gauls and Franks) united into 
ane Commonwealth; they unanimouſly elect- 
ed Ch:lgeric, the Son of Meroveus, for their King, 
plac ing him upon a Shield according to anci- 
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ent cuſtom ; and carrying him upon their j 
Shoulders thrice round the place of Aſſembly, . 
with great Acclamations of Joy, and univerſal J 
Congratulation, ſaluted him King of Franco- i 
por Of all which particulars, Sidonius Apol- i 
inaru, Gregorius Turonenſis, Otto Friſmg. Aimoi- a 
nus and others are Witneſſes; ; whoſe Teſtimo- 5 
nies we ſhall farther produce, when we come 1 
to treat of the manner of the Inauguration of 9 


The Words of the ſame Otto, in the 
Chapter but one of his 4th Book, concerning 

their taking poſſeſſion of ſeveral Cities, are 
theſe.— The Franks, after having paſs d the 
Fbine, in the firſt place put to flight the Ro- 

* mans, who dwelt thereabouts ; afterwards 

they took .Tournay and Cambray, Cities of 

* Gallia; and from thence gaining ground, by 

15 ogy they ſubdued Rheims, Soiſſons, Orleans, 

* Cologne and Triers. And thus much may 

briefly be ſaid touching che firſt King of Han- 

cogallia. To which we ſhall only ſubjoyn this 
Remark: That altho' the Francogallican* Hoto- 
Kingdom has lafted from that time to this, man? 
almoſt One thouſand two hundred years; Pet 
yet during ſo long a ſpace, there are but „titten 
three Families reckon'd to have poſſeſs'd the un: 574. 
Throne, viz. the Meravingians; who be- 
ginming from Meroveus, continued it to their 
ofterity Two hundred eighty three years. 

The Carlovingians, who drawing their Origi- 

nal from Charles the Great, enjoy'd it 337 years: 

And ys the Capevingians, Who, being de- 

ſcended from Hugh N now rule the King- 

dom, and have done ſo for Five hundred and 

eighty years paſt. . 
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24:7 ol PRE 
Whether the Kingdom of Francogallia 

das hereditary or elective; and the 

manner of making its Rings. 


DU T here ariſes a famous Queſtion ; the 
D deciſion of which will moſt clearly ſhow 


the Wiſdom of our Anceftors;—- Wheaher th: 


King dom 0 Francogallia were Hereditary, or con- 


ferr d hy the Choice and Suffrages of the Perply. That 


the German Kings were created by tlic S ge 


of the People, Cornelius Tacitus, in ig Book D. 


moribus Germanorum ,' proves plainly; nd we 
have ſhewn, that our Franks were 2 F-14443 Peo- 
= Reges ex nobilitate, Ducee e ; 
Their Kings ( ſays. he) they chüfe from 
- mongſt thoſe that are moit Hine 4; 
* their Nobibty ; their Generals Os of hott 


e FE that are famous for their Yalow Which 


Inſtitution, * to. this very day, the Ges niauc, 
Danes, Swedes and Polanders do retain. "They 


elect their Kings in a Great Countil of the Na- 


tion; the Sons of whom have this privilege (as 
Tacitus has recorded) to be preferr'd. to other 
Candidates. I do not know whether any thing 
cou'd ever have been deviſed more prudently, 
or more proper for the Conſervation of a Com- 
monwealth, than this Inſtitution. For ſo Plu- 
tarch, in his Life of Sylla, plainly adviſes. 
Even (ſays he) as expert Hunters not only 
endeavour to procure a Dog of a right good 


Breed, but a Dog that is known. to be 2 


5 right good Dog himſelf or a Horſe de- 


ſcended 
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* ſcended from a generous Sire, but a tryed 
good Horſe himſelf: Even ſo, thoſe that 
* conſtitute a Commonwealth, are much mi- 
* taken if they have more regard to kindred, 
than to the qualifications of the Prince they 
care about to ſet over them. e 

And that this was the Wiſdom of our Pre- 
deceſſors in conſtituting the Francogallican Ring- 
dom, we may learn, Firſt, from the Laſt Will 


and Teſtament of the Emperor Cbarlemagn, 


publiſh'd by Joannes Nauclerus and Henricus Mu- 
tins; in which there is this Clauſe — © And if 
any Son ſhall hereafter be born to any of 
* theſe, my three Sons, whom the People 
* ſhall be Willing to Elect to ſucceed his Father 
in the Kingdom; My Will is, that his Un- 
* cles do conſent and ſuffer the Son of their 
©. Brother to reign over that portion of the 
Kingdom which was formerly his Father's. 
Secondly, What Aimoinus, lib. 1. cap. 4. ſays, of 
Pharamond, commonly counted' the firſt King 
of the Franks, in theſe Words.— © The Franks 
** electing for themſelves a King, according to 
the cuſtom of other Nations, raiſed up Pha- 
* ramond to the Regal Throne. And again, 
* lib. 4. But the Franks took a certain Clerk 


© or Prieſt called Daniel; and as ſoon as his 


Hair was grown, eftabliſh'd him in the King- 
dom, calling him Chilperic. And lib. . cap.67,-- 


King * ing dead, his two Sons, Charles 


and Carlomannus, were elected Kings by the con- 


© ſent of all the Franks. And in another place — 
© As ſoon as Pipin was dead, the Franks having 


appointed a ſolemn Convention, conſtituted both 
his Sons Kings over them, upon this fore- 


going condition, that they ſhould divide the 
ce 


— Whole Kingdom equally between them. — 
* | " 238 | And 
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And again, after the Death of one of the Bro- 


thers--- But Charles, after his Brother's deceaſe, 


was -conftituted King by the conſent of all the 
Frans. Alſo, towards the end of his Hiſtory 


of Charles the Great, he ſays, The Nobility: of 


© the Franks being ſolemnly aſſembled fr 
©. all parts of the Kingdom; he, in their pre- 


ſence, called forth to him Lews King of 
% Aquitain,: (the only one of Heldegards's Sons 
then living) and by the advice and conſent of 
© them all, conſtituted him his Aſſociate in the 
* whole'Kingdom, and Heir of the Imperial 
* Dignity. Thus much out of Aimeinus. 

Many Teſtimonies of the like nature we 
find in Gregorius Turon. whereof we ſhall cite 
only theſe few following, lib. 2. cap. 12. 
The Franks (ſays he) having expelled Childeric, 
** unanimouſſy elected Eudo for their King. 
Alſo Lib. . cap. 51. Then the Fans (who 
once look d towards Childebert the Elder) ſent 
Jan Embaſſy: to Sigebert, inviting him: to leave 
_© Chilperic and come to them, that they by 
* their own authority might make him King. 
And a little after — The whole Army was 
* drawn'uvp before him; and having ſet him 
upon a Shield, they appointed him to be their 
King. And in another place Sigibert 
*© agreeing to the Frayks Propofals; was placed 
upon 2 Shield, according to the cuſtom of 
that Nation, and proclaimed King; and ſo 


got the Kingdom from his Brother Chilperic-- 


And -prefently after The Burgundians and 
and Auſtraſizns, concluded a Peace with the 
* Franks, and made Clotharius King over them 
c in all the three Kingdoms. Which particu- 
lar the Abbot of Urſperg confirms. ' Thel hur- 
th gundians (lays he) and IT 
'S, . . | 22 ruc 


FRANCOGATLLIA. 


Y Clothariusto be King and ſole Ruler of the 
whole Kingdom. — And in another place 
The Franks appointed one of his Brothers, 
called Hilderic, who was already King of the 
cc | Cs {+ gs 
Io this matter belongs what Luitprandus Ti- 
cinenſi; writes , lib, I. cap. 6. And when he 
% Was about to enter into that Francia which 
Countries of the Bugundiant ) ſeveral Am- 


cc 
cec 
c 


ing him that they. were returning home a- 
Rin; becauſe being tired with long expecta- 
oÞ tion-of his coming, and not able any longer 
e to be without a King, they had wnanimouſly 

' Choſen Odo or Mido, tho tis reported, the 


* Franks did not take Mido upon this occaſion | 


for their King, &tc. JC 

But concerning this Odo, the Story is me- 
morable which Sigibert relates; from whence 
we may more clearly be inform'd of the r 

ner of their rejecting their King's Son, 3 


* ring up arother in his ſtead. For (ſub anna 890.) 


he ſays thus'—— © But the Franks neglecting 
*-Charles the Son of Lews the Stammerer, a Boy 
* ſcarce ten years old; Elected Odo for their 
King, who was Son of Duke Robert, ſlain by 
the Normans. Alſo Otto Frinſing. Chronic. lib. 6. 
cp. 10. The Meſtern Franks (ſays he) with 
** the conſent of Arnolphus, choſe for their King 
* Odo a valiant Man, and Son.of Rabert.— Alſo 
in the Appendix to Gregory of Tours, lib,15.cap.30: 
After the Death of Degoberr,. Clodowens his 


Son obtain'd his Fathers Kingdom, being 


Dat that time very young, and all his Leudes 


baſſadors of the Franks met him, acquaint- 


*(thae is, Subjects) reis d him to the Throne, 
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in Villa Maſolano---. Alſo Sigebert. in chronic. 
anno 987. -— © Lews King of the Franks being 
© dead, the Franks had a mind to transfer the 
© Kingdom to Charles the Brother of Lotharins, 
© bur whilſt he ſpent too much time, delibe- 

* rating with his Council concerning that Af- 

fair, Hugo acquires the Kingdom of the 
«& Franks, &c. There are many Teſtimonies 
of the ſame kind in Ado, viz. anno 686. Clo- 
* dovers the King dying, the Franks elect Clo- 
© tarins his Son for their King. And again, 


* Clotarius having reigned four Years, died; 


cc in whoſe ſtead the Franks elected Theodorick 
his Brother. Again, anno 669. The 
* Franks eſtabliſh'd in the Kingdom a certain 
© Clerk, called Daniel, having cauſed him to 

© quit his Tonſure and Orders, and name him 
„ Chilperic. And again, — The Franks ap- 
< point, as King over them, Theodoric the Son 
* of Dagobert. Alſo Otto Friſing. chron. 6. 


cap. 13- —- Otto (ſays he) King of the 


Franks being dead, Charles was created King 
* by unanimous Conſent---. The Appendix 
to Greg. Twron. lib. 11. cap. 101. ſays thus, 
When Theodorick was dead, the Franks elected 
*  Clodoveus his Son, who was very young, to 


© be their King. And cap. r06. But the Franks 


© appoint one Chilpericł to be their King. Al- 
fo Godfrey of Viterbo, chron. part. 17. cap. 4. 
& ---But Pipin in being elected by the Franks, 
* was declared King by Pope Zacharias, they 
© having thruſt their cowardlyKingHilderic into a 
* a Monaſtery, Io 
From theſe Proofs, and very many others 
like them, Ithink tis moſt plain, that the Kings 
of Francogallia were made ſuch, rather by the 
Suffrages and Favour of the People, than by any 


Hlere- 
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Hereditary Right. Of which a farther Argu- 
mdnt may be the Forms and Ceremonies uſed by 
our Anceſtors, at the Inauguration of their 
Kings. For we obſerve, the very ſame Cuſtom 
was continued at the Eledbion of our Kings, 
which we told you before out of Cornelius Ta- 
citus, was formerly practiſed by the Caninefates, 
(the Franks own Countrymen ) viz. that they 
ſet their Elected King upon a Shield, and carried 
him on high on Men's Shoulders. So did we; 
for whoever was choſen by the Votes of the 
People, was ſet upon a Shield, and carried 
thrice round the place of publick Meeting for 
Election, or round about the Army on Men's 
Shoulders, all the People expreſſing their Joy 


by  Acclamations, and clapping of Hands. 


Greg. Turon. lib. 2. where he makes mention of 


King Clodoveuss Election, —“ But they (ſays 


hs) as ſoon as they heard theſe things, ap- 
cc plauding him both with their Hands and 
© Tongues, and hoiſting him on a Shield, ap- 
4 pointed him to be their King. Alſo 1b. 7. 
cap. 10. where he ſpeaks of Gondebaldus, “ And 
© there (ſays he) placing their King upon a 
F Fßbield, they lifted him up; hut tis reported, 
de that as they were carrying him round the 
* third time, he fell down; ſo that he was 


© ſcarcely kept from tumbling to the very 
© Ground by thoſe that ſtood about him. Gf 
which Accident Aimoinus, lib. 3. cap. 6. gives 

us this Account, — They called forth Gon- 


* "Jebaldus, and according to the Cuſtom of the 
ancient Franks, proclaimed him their King, 
e and hoiſted him on a Shield; but as they 
c were carrying him the third time round the 
whole Army, of a ſudden they fell down 
f with him, and cou'd ſcarce get him up __ 

8 1 5 5 * from 
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* from the Ground. The like ſays Ado. Vien. 
tat. 6. ---- © Sigebertus conſenting. to the 
Franks, was placed upon a Shield, according 
© to the Cuſtom of that Nation, and proclaimed 
* King: And peradventure from hence aroſe 
that Form among thoſe Writers , who treat of 
the Creation of a King; — n Regem elevatus eſt. 
But now we come to the third part of this 
Controverſy, in order to underſtand, how 
great the Right and Power of the People was, both 
in making and continuing their Kings. And 1 
think it is plainly proved from all our Annals, 
that the higheſt Power of abdicating their Kings; 
was lodged in the People. The very firſt that 
was created og of Francogallia, is a remark- 
able Inſtance of this Power. For when the 
People had found him out to be a. profligate 
lewd Perſon, waſting his time in Adulteries 
and Whoredoms, they removed him from his 
Dignity by univerſal Conſent, and conſtrain'd 
him to depart out of the Territories of Fance: 
and this was done, as our Annals teſtify, in 
the Year of Chriſt 469. Nay, even Eudo, 
whom they had placed in his ſtead, abuſing his 
Power thro' exceſſive Pride and Cruelty , was 
with the like Severity turned out. Which Fact 
we find atteſted by Gregory of Tours, lib. 2. 
cap. 12. Aimoinus, lib. 1. cap. 7. Godfrey of Viter- 
bo, part, 17. cap. 1. Sigibertus, ſub annis 461, & 
459. — © Childeric (ſays Gregorizs) being diſ- 
* ſolved in Luxury, when he was King of the 
5 5 and begi ning to deflower. — 
: ters, was by his Subjects caſt aut of the 
FErone with Indi —— ; whereupon he find- 
ing they had a . to kill him, fled into 
* Thoring:a. But the Abbot of - Urſperg ſays, 
the People were unwilling to kill him, but 
Ip | | | COn- 
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6. contented themſelves with having turn d bim 


© out, becauſe he was a liſſolute Man, and a De- 


© baucher of his Subjects Daughters. Sigi- 


bertus ſays, —- © Hilderick behaving himſelf in- 


ſolently and luxuriouſly, the Franks thruſt bim 


out of the Throne, and make egidias their 
Ad this moſt glorious and famous Deed of 
our Anceſtors, deſerves the more diligently to 
be remark d, for having been done at the very 
Beginning, and as it were, the Infancy of that 
Kingdom; as if it had been a Denunciation, 
and Declaration, that the Kings of Francogallia 
were made ſuch, upon certain known Terms and 


Conditions; and were not Tyrant: with ahſolute 


unlimited and arbitrary Power. © 

Their Succeſſors alſo, keeping up the ſame 
Cuſtom, in the Year of Chrift 659, forced 
Childeric, their Eleventh King, to Abdicate, be- 
cauſe he had behaved himſelf inſolently and 
wickedly in his Government. And he having 


formerly cauſed a certain Nobleman, called 


Bodilo, to be tied to a Stake and whipp'd, with- 
out bringing him to 2 Tryal, was a few Days 
after ſlain by the fame Bodilo. Our Authors 
are Aimoinus, lib. 4. cap. 44. Tritemimns, anno 678. 
and Sigebertus, anno 667. 5 | 
The Severity of our Anceſtors appear'd in 
the ſame Manner a little while after, in the In- 
ſtance of their 12th King Theodoric ; who be- 
ing a wicked and covetotts Prince, the Franks 
© (ſays Aimoinus ) roſe up againſt him, and caſt 
bim out of the Kingdom, cutting off his Hair 

* by- force, lib. 3: "GAP 4s _ Ado, Etat. 6. 


anno 696, but Sigebertus fub anno 667. imputes 


A great many of his Crimes to Ebroinus his Fa- 
vourite and chief General. King Theodorick 
PAR | wy (ſays 
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* .(fays he) was depoſed by the Franks, becauſe 
e of the Inſolence of Ebroiuus, and his Brother 
Hilderick was with unanimous Conſent choſen 
* King. And Ado ſays, The Franks caſt Tbeo- 
* dorick out of the Kingdom, ſhaved Ebroinus in 
the Monaſtery of Lexovium, and aſterwards 
* raiſed Childerick to be King over them. Al- 
fo the Appendix to Greg. of Tours, lib. II. 
cap. 64. — The Franks riſe up in arms againſt 
* Theodorick, caſt him out of the Kingdom, 
and cut off his Hair: They ſhaved alſo E- 
OM. ont ˙Üi pt HD - rroabank; 
- The like. Virrue our Anceſtors exerted in the 
Caſe of Chilperick their 18th King, whom they 


de- ſe forced to abdicate the Kingdom, and made him 4 
Monk, judging him unworthy to ſit at the 


eren. Helm of fo great an Empire, F by reafon of bs 


te 5/gch, Whereof Aimoinus, lib. 4. cap. 61. Si- 
Ts gibertus and Tritemius, anno 750. and Godfrey, 


Chronic. part. 17. cap. 4. are our Witneſſes. 
Again, a ſixth Example of the like Severity 

is extant in Charles the Groſs, their 25th King; 

who for the like Cowardiſe, and becauſe he had 

ted away part of France. to' the Normans, 

e ering hs Kingdom to be diſmembred , was. re- 
' £6 opti-"-"tted and turn d out by the Nobility and Gentry of 


matibuas 


'Regni re- the Kingdom, as Sigebertus tells us anno 890. 


pudiarus. Which fame thing Godfridus records, part. 17. 
But more at large Otto Friſing. chron. 6. cap. 9. 
where he adds this memorable Paſſage, — This 
* Man (fays he) who next to Charles the Great, 
© had been the King of greateſt Power and 
Authority of all the Kings of the Franks, 
* was in à ſhort time reduced to ſo low a 
* Condition, that he wanted Bread to eat; 
* and miſerably begg'd a ſmall Allowance from 
* Arnolphus, who was choſen King in his Heads 
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and thankfully accepted of a poor Penſion: 


© From whence we may obſerve the uncertain 


and miſerable State of all Human Great- 
* neſs; that he who had govern'd all the Es- 


tern and Weſtern Kingdoms, together with 


the Roman Empire, ſhou d at laſt be brought 


* down to ſuch a Degree of Poverty, as to 


© want even Bread. A Seventh Inſtance is Odo 
the 26th King, who after he had been elected 


King in the Room of Charles the Son of Lewis 


the Stammerer, was, in the 4th Year of his 
Reign, by the Franks, baniſb'd into Aquitain, 
and commanded to abide there ; they repla- 


cing in his ſtead the ſame Charles the Son of 


Lewis. Which Fact is recorded by Sigebertus , 
ſub anno 894. Aimoinus lib. 5. cap. 42. And 
Godfridus part. 17 | 


ſuffer'd his Kingdom to run to Decay, and l 
Lorrain ( which he had before recover'd ) was 
taken and caſt into Priſon, and Rodolphus was cho 
ſen in his place, as Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 42. and 
Sigebertus, anno 926. do teſtify. _ #4 


CHAP. 


I7. . 

We muft add to this Number Charles the 27th « 
1 ſirnamed (* becauſe of his Dulneſs) 5 
Charles the Simple: Who having thro his Folly ingeni- 
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2 Rule was obſervd concerning 
the Inheritance of the deceuſe 
King, when be 2 more Children 
than 1 


EL 2 we have above ſaid, tends to 
prove, that the Kirigdom of Francogallia 

in old times, did not deſcend to the Children 
by Right of Inheritance (as 2 NO Patrimony 
does ) ; but was wont to be beſtow'd by the 
Choice and publick Suffrages of the People: So that 


now hor is is the leſs Room left for the Queſti- 


on, — What Rule was obſerved in Relation 
to the Children of the deceaſed King, When 
he left more than one behind him. For fince 
the Supreme Power nor only of Creating, but 
alſo of  dethroning their Kings, was lodged in 


the Convention of the People, and Pablict Cbuncil 


of the Nation; it neceſſarily follows, tliat che 
ordering the Succeſſion (whether they ſhould 

it entirely to one, or divide it) was 2 i 
the People. Altho' in this place another Que- 
ſtion may ariſe, viz. ſuppoſing the People 


mfmou'd rejett the Son of their King, and elect 4 
: ſhou'd be allowed 


whether any thing, 
to the firft to maintain his Dignity ? For the 
Solution of which "tis to be underſtood, that 
Lawyers reckon four Kinds of ſuch Goods, As 
* i Regie MAY be properly ſaid to be under the King's 
Ait ion. Governance; viz. the Goods of Ceſar, the 


Goods of the, Exchequer; the Goods of the 
| Pudlick 
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Publick,. andi private Goods. The Goods of | 


Cæſar ære ſuch as belong to the Patrimom of e- 


very Prince, not as he is King, but as he is Lu- 


dovicus, or Lbtharius, Or Dagobertus. Nowꝛ this 
Patrimony ãs called by the Gallican Inſtitutions, 


The. King's Domain; which cangot be alien d, 
but by the Conſent of the public Council of the 
Nation, as we ſhall make it appear hereafter, 
when we come to treat of the Authority of 
that Coancil. The Goods of the Exchequer are 
ſuch as are given by the People, partly to defend 


the King's Dignity, and: partly appropriated to 
the Uſes and Exigencies gf the Commoninealib. 


The Goods of the Publia (as the Lawyers 
call them) are ſuch as inſeprably belong to 


the Kingdom and Commonucaltb. The private - 


Goods are reckoned to be ſuch Eſtate, Goods. 
and Fortune, as are eſteemed to belong to eve- 
ry Father of a Family. Therefore upon the, 
Death of any King, if the Kingdom be con- 
ferr'd on a Stranger, the Patrimonial Eſtate, as 
Lawyers call it, (bei, what was not in the 
King's Power to alienate) ſhall defcend by 
Inheritance to his Children: But that Which 
belongs to the Kingdom and Commonwealth, muſt: 
neceſſarily go to him who is choſen King, be- 
_ cauſe it is part of the Kingdom. Altho it may 


be reaſonable, that Dukedoms, Counties, and 


ſuch like (by Conſent of the publick Con venti- 


n of the People) may be aſſigned to ſuch 


Children for the Maintenance of their Quali- 
ty; as Otto Friſmg. Chron. 5. cap. 9. and God- 
405 of Viterbo, teſl us, That Dagobert Son of 
Zotharius being made King, aſſigned certain 
Towns and Villages near the Loire, to his Bro- 
ther Heribert for his Maintenance. Which Ai 


moinus confirms, lib. 4. ep. 3 1 further 
20 — * adds, 
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adds, that he made a Bargain with him, to live 
as a private Perſon, and to expect no more of 
his Father's Kingdom. Alſo in his 61. chap. 
where he ſpeaks of King Pipin, © He beſtowed 
© (fays he) ſome Counties on his Brother Gri- 
fon, according to the Order of the Twelve 
Peers. And to this belongs what __ Turon. 
writes, lib. 7. cap. 32. © Gondobaldus ſent two 
* Ambaſſadors to the King with conſecrated 
* Rods. in their Hands, (that no Violence 
* might be offer'd them by any body, accord- 
ding to the Rites of the Franks) who ſpoke 
* theſe Words to the King, Gondobaldus ſays, 
* he is a Son of King Clotharius, and has ſent 

* us to claim a due Portion of his Kingdom. 
But to return to the Queſtion, as far as it 
relates to the Succeſſion of the Kingdom; I 
can find out no certain Rule or Law in Fran- 
cogallia touching that Matter; becauſe (as I 
ſaid before) the Kingdom was not hereditary. - 
Tis true, that in many Noble Patrimonies there 
was what we call Fiefs, Feuda; as Otto Fri ſing. 
[:b. 2, cap. 29. obſerves, © Tis the Cuſtom 
© (lays he) in Burgundy, which is alſo in moſt 
ce of the other Provinces of France, that the 
* Authority of the Paternal Inheritance al- 
Ways falls to the Elder Brother, and his 
Children, whether Male or Female; the 
* others looking on him as their Lord —. 
And that the ſame was practiſed among the 
whole Nation of the Franks, Petrus de Vines, 
lib. epiſt. 6. epiſt. 25. and in other places of 
his Writings, fets forth at large. But in the 
Succeſſion of the Kingdom a different Rule 
was obſery'd. For our Records do teſtify, that 
in old times the Kingdom of Francugallia, up- 
on the Dosch of the King, was very often, 
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not beſtow d by the People on any one of his 


Sons, but divided into convenient Pargels, and 
à part aſſigned to each of them. Therefore 
when Cladoveus the 2d King dyed, anno 51 5. 
who left four Sons, Theodorick, Clodoveus, Chil- 
debert, and Clotharius, we find the Kingdom 
was thus divided among them; Theodorick had 
the Kingdom of Metz for his ſhare , Clodoweus 
that of Orleans , Clotharius that of Soifſons , and 


Childebertus that of Paris, as tis recorded by . 


gathins, lib. hiſt. x. Greg. Turon. lib. 3. cap. 1. 
Aimoinus lib. 2. cap. 1. Rhegino ſub anno 421. 
Again, after the Death of Clotharius the 4th 
King, the Kingdom was divided among his four 
Sons. So that Cherebertus had that of Paris: 
Guntranus, Orleans : Chilpericus, Soi ſſons: and S ige- 
bertus that of Rheims. —, Greg. lib. 4. cap. 22. 
Aimoinus lib. 3. cap. 1. Rhegino ſub anno 498. 
On the other hand, Otto Friſing. chron. F. 
cap. 9. and God, Viterb. tell us, That about the 
Year 630, when Lotharius the th King died, 
Dagobertus his Son reigned ſingly in France, an 
aſſigned to his Brother Heribert ſome Cities and 
Villages on the River Loire, for his Mainte- 
nance. - For from Clodovens's Time till now, 
the Kingdom of the Franks was confuſedly 
ſubdivided among the Sons, and the Sons 
Sons, each of which reigned over the part al- 
lotted him. --- © The Extent of the King- 
e dom of the Franks reaching now from Spain, 
© as far as to Hungary: Dagobert being ſole 
© King of all the Franks, gave Laws to the 
* Bavarians, So ſays Godefridus, not without 
Grounds, as many wife Men have thought. 
dor, as Fuſtin tells us, lib. 21. That King 
* dom will be much more potent, which re- 
mains under tlie Domination of one Perſon, 
3 E 2 "Om by than 
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than when tis divided among many Bro- 
But after ſome Years, when the Kingdom 
of the Franks was exceflively enlarged on all 
Sides, and King Pipin was dead, the General 
Council of the Gauls changed this Method again. 
Which ſerves to confirm what we ſaid before; 
viz, That the hole: Power, relating to that 
Matter, was lodged in that Council. For Egui- 
varthus, in his Life of Charlemagn, writes thus, 
After King Pipins Death, the Franks ha- 
** Ying, aſſembled themſelves in a ſolemn general 
©. Convention, did there appoint both his Sons to 
be their Kings, upon this Condition, that 
they ſhou'd equally divide the whole body 
of the Kingdom between them: And that 
Cbarles ſhou'd reign over that parc of it, 
* which their Father Pipin enjoy d; and Car- 
** loman over the other part which their Uncle 
7 held. . . 
Alſo the Abbot of Urſperg ſays, —— “ When 
Pi pin was dead, his two Sons Charles and Car- 
* loman, by the Conſent of all the Franks, were 
created Kings, upon Condition, that they 
* ſhou'd divide the whole body of the King- 
* dom equally between them. The ſame 
Method in dividing the Kingdom, was practi- 
ſed after the Death of Charlemagn, as tis mani- 
feſt by his laſt Will and Teſtament , recorded 
bp Foannes Nauclerus, and Eguinarthus's Hiſtory 
F his Life. Where in we find almoſt all Europe {0 
divided among his three Sons, that nothing was 
aſſigned either as a Portion or Dower, to his 
Daughters; but the marrying. and providing 
for them, was entirely truſted to the Care and 
Prudence of their Brothers. Otto Friſingenſis, 
chron. 6. cap. 6. and Rhegino in chron. anno 


F R A N C 9 E A L L I . : 


877. aſſure us, that the ſame Manner of divi- 
ding the Kingdom was practis'd in Eaſt France, 
after the Death of King Lewas the Stammerer, in 
874. Again, ſome Years after, anno 880. af- 
ter King Leuis the 23d King's Death, the very 
ſame way. of dividing the Kingdom was made 
uſe of; which however we are to obſerve, was 
not in the Power and Arbitriment of the Kings 
themſelves ; but done by the Authority of 901 
Publick Council, as we may eaſily collect fron 
theſe Words of Aimoinus, ib. 5. cap. 40. The 
Sons (ſays he) of Lewis, late King of the 
© Franks, met at Amiens, and divided their 
e tothe Direction of their faithful Subjects. =» 
- From all which Arguments *tis very plain, 
that anciently there was no certain Law or 
Right in Francogallia touching this Matter; bu: 
the he Power of diſpoſing of it was lodged in 
the Publick Council of the Nation. Indeed af- 
terwards in the Reign of Philip the zd, (the 
arſt King) it was ordained, that certain Lord- 
ſhips might be ſet out and affigned to younger 


Brothers: But even of this Law there were 


various Interpretations, and many Controver- 
ſies aroſe concerning Daughters; fo that we 
can deliver nothing for certain in this Affair; 
only thus much we may truly ſay, That if the 
Ancient Inſtitution of our Anceſtors ought to be our 
Rule, the Determination of this hole Matter muſt 
be left to the Publick General Gouncil of the Nation: 
that according to the Number of Children, 
ſome particular Lordſhips or Territories may 
(its Authority ) be aſſigned for their Main- 
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1 


Of the Salick Law, and what Right 
Women had in tbe King's their Fa- 
tber ß Tuber re. 


Ecauſe we have undertaken to give an gc- 
count of the Law and Right 5 Regal Inhe- 
ritance, we muſt not omit making mention of 
the Salick Law ; which is both daily diſcours'd 
of by our Countrymen, and in the memory of 
our Forefathers ferv'd to appeaſe a great and 
dangerous Contention, which aroſe touching 
the Succeſſion to the Crown. For when 
(Anno 1328.) Charles the Fair, Son of Philip the 
Fair, died, leaving his Wife with Child of 2 
Daughter, (which ſome Months after was born) 
Edward King of England (Son of Iſabella, the 
Daughter of Philip the Fair, and Siſter to'Charles, 
lately dead) claimed the Inheritance of his 
Grandfather's Kingdom as his Right. But Phi- 
lip of Valos, Couſin-german by the Father's ſide 
to the deceaſed King, ſtanding up, alledged 
that there was an ancient Regal Law, called 
the Salick Law, by which all Women were ex- 
cluded from the Inheritance of the Crown. 
Now this Law both Gaguinas and other Writers 
of like ſtamp tell us, was written by Phara- 
mond ; and he calls it a moſt famous Law, even 
> his time. For in his Life of Philip of Valou; 
** The Szlick Law (ſays he) was a Bar to Ed- 
** ward's Title; which Law being firſt given 
* by Pharamond to the Franks , has been reli- 
_ ** gnouſly obſerved, even to thoſe days, By 
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that Law, only the Heirs Male of our Kings 

are capable of goveming the Kingdom, and 
* no Females can be admitted to that Dignity. 
Ihe Words of that Law are theſe : Nulla here- 
litatis portio de terra Salicũ ad mulierem venito; 
Let no part of the Inheritance of Salick Land 
* come to a Woman, Now (ſays Gaguinus) the 
be French Lawyers call Salick Land, ſuch as be- 
5 longs only to the King, and is different 
t, from the Alodial which concerns the Sub- 
jects; to whom, by that Law, is granted a 
free dominion of any thing, not excluding 
the Princely Authority. And to the ſame 
p ſe, not only almoſt all the Francogallican 
[Hifforians, but even all the Lawyers and Perti- 
foggers have wrote to this day, as Paponius teſti- 
fies, Arreſt. lib. 4. cap. 1. So that now the 
miſtake has prevailed ſo far, as to have obtain'd 
the force of a Law. To explain this, it muſt be 
remembred ( which we formerly gave an ac- 
count of) that the Franks had two Seats of 
their = £570 and two Kingdoms; One in 
France, which remains to this day ; The other 
beyond the Rhine, near the River Sala; from 
whence they were called Salii, and Salici Franc: 
(joyning the two Names together) but for the 

moſt part briefly Salici; the Kingdom of theſe 
hft, and even their very Name is in a manner 
extinct. Ammianus Marcellinus makes mention 
in his Hiſtory (as we told you before) of theſe 
Salii, and ſhe ws, that they are called the Eaſtern 
Franks, as the other were called the Weſtern. 
Now as there were two Kingdoms of the 
Franks, ſo they had different Laws : thoſe that 
- belonged to the Salii, were called Salick; thoſe 
that belonged to the Francogalli, were called 


French. Eguinarthus in his Life of Charles the 
| Fc © Great 
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Great ſays thus: — „ After he had aſſumed 
the Imperial Title, finding that his Peoples 
* Taws were in many things deficient, (for the 
Franks have to Laus, very different from each 
or ber in many caſes,) he thought of adding 
* ſuch as were wanting. The Author of the 
Preface to the Salicłk Law has this paſſage. — 
The renowned Nation of the Franks, before 
it was converted to the Catholick Faith, 
enacted the Salick Law by the Great Men of 
" the Nation, who at that time were their 
äGSovernors; and from among a great many, 
* four perſons were choſen; Wiſogaſt, Arbogaſt, 
© Salogaſft, and Windogaft'; who, during three 
Conventions [tres mallos] carefully peruſing 
all Cauſes from their Original, gave their 
judgment and Decree of every one of them 
5c in this manner, &. — Sigebertus in Chron. 
anni 422. & Otto Friſing, lib. 4. cap. penult. 
make uſe of almoſt the ſame words. From 
that time (ſay they) the Laws recommended 
* to them by Wiſigaſtaldus and Salogaſtut, be- 
gan to be in force. By this Salogaſtus, they 
tell us, that Taw was invented, which from 
his Name is to this day called the Salick Law; 
** and the moſt noble of the Franks, called Sa- 
cc Jiei, obſerve'it at this time. —' Thus ſay the 
old Chronographers. By which we may refute 
the Error of ſuch as derive the Salick Law, 4 
Sale, that 15, Prudence; or that it was call'd cor- 
ruptly Lex Salica, inſtead of Gallica; than which 
nothing can be more abſurd. But much greater 
Errors ſpring from the ſame Fountain: Firſt, 
That People are ſo far impoſed upon by thoſe 
Authors, as to believe the Salic Law had refe- 
rence to the Publick Right of the Commonwealth 
and the Government, allo to the Hereditary Suc- 
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were Conſtitutions relating only to private 
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reſſion of the Kingdom. Now the very Re- 
cords or Tables of this Salick Law were not 
many years ago found and brought to light; 
from iwhoſe Inſcription it appears, that they 
were firſt written and; publiſh'd about -Phara- 
mond's time: Beſides, that all the Heads and 
Artictes, both of the Salick and French Laws, 


Right-between Man and Man, and meddled not 
with the publick Right of the Kingdom or 
Commonwealth: among the reſt one Chapter, 
tit, 62. has this in it. Of the Salick Land, 


Female; but this falls to the Male Off-ſpring; 

that is, the Sons ſhall ſucceed to the Inheri- 
©. tance: But where à diſpute. ſhall ariſe (after a 
long courſe of time) among the Grandſons 


66 and great Grandſons, de * Alode terræ 1 it be Aodium 


— * 
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„ divided, Non per ſtirpes ſed per capita, The isthe cons 


like Law, Extat apud Ripuarios, tit. 58. Item a- min Gr. 


pud Anglos, tit. 7. Where they are ſo far from $,,,;.x 
enacting any thing relating to the Inheritan- Words, 


ces of Kingdoms, that they do not ſo much as for which 


tis diffi- 
cult to 


affect Feudal Succeſſions, but only belong to 


Alodial; altho' a portion was aſſigned to Wo- find pro- 


men out of thoſe Allodial Lands. Which way per EA. 
ſoever this matter may be, tis manifeſt in the gib. 
firſt place, That altho' no Article, either of the 
Frank or Salick Law were extant, which de- 
bars Women from the Inheritance of the 
Crown; yet the Cuſtoms and Inſtitutions of a 
Nation, -preſerv'd inviolate by univerſal con- 
ſent, during ſo many Ages, obtain the force of 
a written Law: For tho' Childeric, the third 
King, left two Daughters behind him at, his 
Death, the Kingdom was given to his Brother 


Lorbarius and his Daughters excluded; Again, af- 
* | 505 


FrnANCOGALLIA 


ter the Death of Cherebert the 5th King, who 
left three Daughters; the Succeflion devoly's 
upon his Brother Sigebert. Alſo when Gontran- 
nus King of Burgundy and Orleans died, che 
Kingdom was conferr'd on his Brother Sigebert, 
not on his Daughter Clotilda. Laſtly, lip of 
Valow's Advocates might with greater caution, 
as well as efficacy, have argued for him out of 
the Feudal Law, by which all Inheritances of 
Fiefs deſcend to the Male Iſſue only, and not 
to the Female, who are not admitted to them. 
And when there happens a want of Heirs Males 
in that Line or Branch wherein the Fief is 
lodged, then the Feudum or Fief returns back 
to the other Stock or Branch: which was the 
very caſe at that time. But ſuch Fiefs as thro 
a Depravation of the Law, are convey'd down 
to Women, cannot properly be called Feuda, 
but Feudaſtra, as in other of our Writings we 
have made it appear. | | 
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CHAP: 


Of the Right of Wearing a large Head 
f Hair, peculiar to the Royal Fa- 


* 


2 


$ on 
II will not be amiſs in this place to give 
4 ſome account of a Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, 
relating to the Hair worn by the Royal Family : 

For tis recorded, that our Forefathers had a 
particular Law concerning it; viz. That ſuch 

28 were choſen Kings by the People, or wer 
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of che Regal Family, ſhou d preſerve their 


Hair, and wear it parted from the Forehead, 


on both ſides. the Head, and anointed with 
ſweet Qyl, as an Ornament and peculiar Mark 


of their being of the Royal Family; whilſt 
all other Perſons, how nobly born ſoever, had 
no right to wear a large Head of Hair; but 
were obliged to go with their Heads ſhorn or 
ſhaved, upon the account (as tis probable) that 


they ſhou'd be more ready and expedite in their 
continual Military Exerciſes, as the Roman His 
Kories tell us of Julius Cæſar, and ſeveral others. 
Aimoinus, lib. 1. cap. 4. fays— The Franks 
* chufing for themſelves a King, according to 
© the Cuſtom of other Nations, raiſed Phara- 
ff nond to the Throne, to whom ſycceeded his 
c Son Clodio-crinitus ; For at that time the 
* Kings of the Franks wore large Heads of Hair. 
* ' Alſo lib. 3. cap. 61. Gundoaldus being brought 
up by his Mother after the regal manner, 
V wore a 74 Head of Hair, according to the 
* Cuſtom of the ancient Kings of the Franks. 
In like manner Agathi«s, lib. de Bell. Goth. 1. 
where he ſpeaks of Clodoveus, one of our Kings, 
who was taken in Battel by the Burgundians 

(he calls him Clodamirus). As ſoon (ſays he) 
& as his Horſe had thrown him, the Burgundi- 
anf eſpying his large Head of Hair, which 
fell back over his Shoulders, preſently knew 
* him to be the Enemy's General; for tis not 
* lawful for the Kings of the Franks to cut off 
© their Hair, but even from their Childhood 
they remain untrimm'd, and always keep a 
large Head of Hair hanging low down upon 
be their Backs. And we have many Inſtantes 
that it was our Anceſtor's cuſtom, whenever 
they either deprived any one of the Crown, 
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or took away all hopes of obtaining the King- 
dom, to cut off his Head of Hair. Aimoinus 
in the ſame place — © He earneſtly beholding 
him, commanded his Hair to be cut off, de- 
änying him to be his Son. — Alſo Having 
cauſed his Hair to be cut off a ſecond time, 
he put him in Priſon at Cologne; from whence 
making his eſcape, he fled to Narſes, and ſuf- 
© fer'd his Hair to grow again, &c. Which 
Story Gregory of Tours, lib: 6. cap. 24. likewiſe 
records. Alſo cap. 44. where he ſpeaks of 
King Theodorick. — © The Franks (ſays he) roſe 
up in Arms againſt him, and caſt him out of 
* the Kingdom, and cut off his Head of Hair 
by force. But there is a very remarkable, or 
rather horrible Story related by Gregory of Tours, 
concerning Crotilda, the Queen Mother; who 
choſe rather to have the Heads of her two 
Grandſons cut off than their Hair. Tis in his 

d Book, cap. 18:---- Our Mother (ſays the 
King to his Brother) has kept our Brother's 
** Sons with* her, and intends to advance them 


to the Throne; we muſt concert what 'mea- 


E ſures ought to be taken in this affair; whe⸗ 
ther we ſhall order their Hair to be cut off, 
and ſo reduee them to the State of common 


cc 
Subjects; or whether we ſhall cauſe them to 


be put to death, and afterwards divide the 
Kingdom between us: Then they ſent Ar- 
chadius with a pair of Sciſſars in one hand, 
and a naked Sword in t' other to the Queen; 
who approaching her, ſhowed them both to 
: her, and ſaid, Your Sons, moſt Glorious 
Queen, have ſent me to know your Pleaſure, 
what Deftiny you are pleaſed to allot to 
* theſe two Youths ; whether by ſuffering 
their Hair to be cut off, you will have them 
to 
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„to live; or whether you had rather have 


* both their Throats cut. Whereupon She 
« choſe rather to ſee them both kill d, than to 


©* have their Hair cut off. I further obſerve, 


that it was the Faſhion when our Kings went 


to ſingle Combat, to have their long Hair tied 


up in a large knot à top of their Helmets like 


2 Creſt; and that was their cognizance or 
mark in all their Fights. Therefore Aimoinus, 
lib. 4. cap. 18. where he ſpeaks of the dread- 
Combat between King Dagobert and Bertoal- 
dus, Duke of the Saxons : © The King (ſays 
he) having his Hair, together with a part 
of his Helmet, cut off with a Blow of a 
Sword on his Head, ſent theni by his 
Eſquire to his Father, deſiring him to haſten 
Dre fis aſfiſtan te.. porn 
Now when I conſider what might be the 
Reaſons of this Inſtitution, I can find none 
but this: That ſince it had been the Ancient 
Cuſtom of the Gauls and Franks to wear their 
Hair long, ( as it was alſo of the Sicambri, and 
of moſt others in thoſe Parts) our Anceſtors 


thought fit to continue, and in proseſs of time 


* 


to appropriate this Ornament, and mark of Di- 
ſtinction to the Regal Family. No perſon, 
tho but indifferently learn d, needs any proof 
that the Gauls wore their Hair long, eſpecially 
when he calls to mind that of the Poet Clau- 


dion, ex lib. in Ruffin. 2. 


x 


= 


Jude truces flavo comitantur vertice Galli 


Quo Rhodanuswelox, Araris quos tardior ambit, 
Et quos naſcentes explorat gurgite Rhenus. 


Now that the Franks did ſo too, whom we 


have ſhewn to be deſcended from the Chauci or 
T4 1 5 Chaiici, 
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Chaiici, that ſingle paſſage of the Poet Lucan 
1 — „ 
Et vor crinigeros belli arcere Cha 
Oppoſiti, petits Romam, G . 


Which being ſo, we may eaſily comprehend 
the reaſon why Strangers, who were ill affect- 
ed towards our Nation, contumelioufly called 
our Kings, who wore ſo great a Head of Hair, 
2 ſetatos, briſtled Kings ; and not only ſo, but 
( tho' Briſtles and long Hair be common to 
Lyons, Horſes and Swine, all which are 
therefore called Seroſi, or Serigeri) they ſtretched 

the Contumely ſo far, as to ſay, they had 
Hogs Briftles. From whence aroſe that filthy 
Fiction and foul Name, ve, of which 
Georgius Cedrenus writes thus in his Hiſtory , 

Ey ol of Ex m Mvus exeive yg waver xpioed.mar, 5 
v equnreurss TRixverxtrr £1200 38 rare ThE egzens ans 
„r Teixes expvoudrag, os e; that is, They 
* who were of the Kingly Race were called 
* Criftati, which may be interpreted Briſtle- 
© backd; becauſe they had all along their 
* Back-bones, Briſtles growing out like 
„ Swine--. Which Paſſage of Cedrenus, I be- 
lieve, is corrupted, and inftead of the Word 
xp154 71, Ought to be Erin, or perhaps both. 
For as ſome Perſons called them pleaſantly Chri- 
ftati, by reaſon of their large erected Bunch of 
Hair upon the Tops of their Helmets; ſo their 
ill-Willers called them upbraidingly Setati, or 
Setigeri. If Cedrenus had not — ſo very 
plain in this Paſſage, and the Appellation of 
Criſtati be to be retained, I ſhou'd rather have 
though: they might have been called 2 % 
une, as being remarkable for their large 
Heads of Hair. " ag, 
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The Form and Conſtitution of the 
_ Francogallican Government. 


% 
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miſed, we think it proper now to ſet 
forth in what Manner the Kingdom of Franco- 
gallia was conſtituted. And we have already 
made it plain, that the People reſerv'd to them- 
ſelves all the Power, not only of Creating, but 
alſo of Abdicating their Kings. Which Form of 
Government *tis manifeſt our Anceſtors had, 
before they were brought under by the Romans. 
So that the People (as Cæſar tells us) had no 
* leſs Authority and Power over their Kings, than 
the Kings had over the People, Populus non 
* minus in Regem, quam rex in populum im- 
&-perii ac poteſtatis retinet. Altho' tis pro- 
bable the Franks did not derive this Conſtituti- 
on of their Commonwealth from the Gauls; 
but from their Countrymen, the Germans ; of 
whom Tacitus, lib. de mor. Germ. ſays, --- © Re- 
gibus non eſt infinita aut libera Poteſtas. 
Their Kings have not an Arbitrary or Unlimi- 
* ted Power. Now tis manifeſt, that no Form 


of Government is more remote from Tyranny, 


than this : for not one of the three diſtinguiſh- 
ing Marks, or Characteriſticks of Tyranny. 
which the old Philoſophers make mention of, 
can be found in the Form and Conſtitution of 
our Government. Firſt, as to a forced Obedi- 
ence ; i. e. that a King ſhou'd rule over a Peo- 
ple againſt their Wills ; we have ſhewn you al- 
9 e ready, 


TAT Things being thus briefly pre- 
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ready, that the Supreme Power, both of Electing 
and Abdicating their Kings, was in the People. 
Secondly, as to a Life- guard compoſed of Fo- 
reigners, (which they reckon the Second 
Mark of Tyranny) : 10 far were our Francogallis 
can Kings from making uſe of Mercenary 
Strangers for their Guards, that they had not 
ſo much as their own Countrymen and Citi- 
zens, for that Purpoſe; but placed their Whole 
Truſt and Confidence in the Love and Fidelity 
of their Subjects; which they thought a ſuffi- 
cient Guard. . 24 — M 5 N $i ] 
As an Argument of this, we may ' obſerve 
what Gregory of Tours writes, lib. 7. cap. 18. 
and Aimoinus, lib. 3. cap. 63.' ---'*© King Gon- 
trannus being inform'd by an ordinary Fellow 
at Paris, that Faraulphus lay in wait for him, 
cc ; 4 . : 4 
preſently began to ſecure his Perſon by 
Guards and Weapons; ſo that he went no 
©. whither (not even to the Holy Places) 
*© without being ſurrounded with armed Men 
* and Soldiers. We have at preſent 2 very 
famous Hiſtory extant of St. Lei, written 
by that Excellent Perſon Joannes Fonvillæus, 
Who lived very familiarly with that King for 
many Years ; in which whole Hiſtory there is 
not the leaſt mention made of Guards or Ga- 
riſons, but only of Porters or Door-keepers; 
which in his Native Tongue, he calls Uſhers. 
No as to the third Mark of Tyranny, which 
is when Matters are ſo carried, that what is 
done tends more to the Profit and Will of the 
Perſon governing, than to that of the governed, 
or the Good of the Commonmealth; we ſhall 
hereafter prove, that the Supreme Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Francogallican Kingdom was lodged. in 
the Publick Annual Council of the Nation, uhich 
3 | in 
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in After- Agts was called the Convention of the Three 
Eftates. For the Frame of this Government 
was the very ſame which the Ancient Philoſophers, 
and among them Plato and Ariſtotle ( whom 
 Polybitis imitates) judged to be the beſt and 
moſt excellent in the World, as being made up 
and conſtituted of a mixture and juſt tempe- 
rament of the three kinds of Government, 
viz. the Regal, Noble, and Popular. Which Form 
of a Commonwealth, Cicero (in his Books de Re- 
publica ) prefers to all other whatſoever. For 
ſince” a Kingly and a Popular Government do in 
their Natures differ widely from each other, it 
was neceflary to add a third and middle State 
participating of both, viz. that of the Princes 
or Nobility ; who, by reaſon of the Splendor 
and Antiquity of their Families, approach, in 
ſome degree, to the Kingly Dignity; and yet, 
being Subject, are upon that account on the 
ſame foot and intereſt with the Commons. NO 
of the Excellency of this Temperament in a 
Commonwealth, we have a. moſt remarkable 
Commendation in Cicero, taken by him out of 
Plato's Books de Republicd; which, becatſe of 
— fi1 22 Elegancy, we ſhall here inſert at 
len jo . ne 95 e 797 

55 Vt in fidibus (inquit) ac tibiis, atque 
CcCantu ipſo, ac vocibus, tenendus eſt quidam 
* concentus ex diſtinctis ſonis, quem immuta- 
* tum ac diſcrepantem aures eruditz ferre non 
* poſſunt ; iſque concentus ex diſſimiſlimaruin 
* yocum moderatione concors tamen efficitur, 
& congruens; Sic ex ſummis, & mediis, & 
* infimis interjectis ordinibus, ut ſonis, mode- 
« rata ratione civitat, conſenſu diſſimilſimorum 
* concinit, & quæ barmonia à muſicis ficitur in 
* cantu, ea eſt in Civitate 5 arctiſſimum 
5 8 FT 
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* atq; optimum in Repub. vinculum incolumi- 
© tatis, quæ ſine 148 8 nullo pacto eſſe poteſt. 
de. e. As in Fiddles and Flutes, and even in 
_ © Singing and Voices, a certain Conſort of 
*.ciftin& Sounds is to be obſervd; which if 
reit be alter'd, or not tunable, skilful Hearers | 
cannot bear or endure: And this Conſort of 
very different Tones, is, through a juſt pro- 
portion of the Notes, rendred Concord, and 
very agreeable: Even ſo a Commonwealth, 
© -judiciouſly, proportioned, and compoſed of 
the firſt, the middlemoſt, and the loweſt of the 


by States, (juſt as in Sounds) through the con- 


ſent of People very unlike to each other, 
< becomes agreeable : And what Muſicians in 
=; Singing call Harmony, that in a Common 
© wealth is Concord; the very beſt and ſtrongeſt 
Bond of Safety for 4 Government, which 
can never TY of being accompanied with 
Fuſtice. Our Anceſtors therefore following 
this method, of a juſt mixture of all the three 

- _ kinds,in the conſtituting their Commonwealth, 
moſt wiſely ordained, that every year, on the 
Calends of May, a Publick Council Of the whole 
Nation ſhou'd be held: at which Council the 

great Affairs of the Republick ſhou'd be tranſ- 

acted by the common conſent, and advice of 

all the Eſfates. The wiſdom and advantage of 

; Which inſtitution, appears chiefly in theſe three 
"things; kid That in the mulcicude of pru 
dent Counſellors, the weight and excellency of 
Counſel ſhews.irſelt more apparently, as Solc- 
non and other Wiſe Men have ſaid. Secondly, 
' _ Becauſe it is an eſſential part of liberty, that the ſame 
perſons, at whoſe coſt, and peril any thing a. done, 
 Jhoud have it dene likewiſe by their authority and ad- 
vice; for tis a common Saying) what , 
5 | 1 4 
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all, ought to be approv d by all. Laſtly, That ſuch 
Miniſters of State as have great Power with 
che Prince, and are in high Employments, may 
be kept within the bounds of their duty, thro 
the awe they ſtand in of this. great Council, in 
which all the demands and grievances of the 
Subje& are freely laid open, — © For ſuch 
3; Kingdoms as are ruled by the arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure. of one Prince, may moſt juſtly 
* (as Ariforle, in his third Book of Politicks 
* obſerves) be reckon'd Governments of Sheep, 
* and brute Beaſts, without Wit or Judgment ; 
not of Freemen, who are endued with Un- 
* derſtanding, and the Light of Reaſon. 
The Caſe. is thus — That even as Sheep are 
not guided or tended by one of their own kind, 
nor Boys govern'd by one of themſelves, but 
by ſomething of more Excellency ; even ſo a2 
Multitude of Men ought. got to be ruled and 
govern'd by one ſingle perſon, who perhaps 
underſtands and. ſees leſs than ſeveral others a- 
mong them; but by many ſele& perſons, who, 
in the opinion of all Men, are both very pru- 
dent and eminent; and who a& by united 
Counſels, and, as it were, by one Spirit, com- 
Role and made up of the Minds of many Wiſe 

Von, EYE I oe Ol OP OR Cn Eee a Sg 9 
Now whereas it may be objected, that moſt 
Kings have à conſtant Privy-Council to adviſe. 
them in the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs: 
We anſwer, That there is a great deal of diffe- 
rence between a Counſellor of the Ring, and 
4 Counſellor of the Kingdom. This laſt takes 
care ef the ſafety and profit of the whole Com- 
- monwealth'; the other ſerves the humour and 
udies the conveniencies of one Man only; 
and beſides, theſe King s Counſellors reſide, ME 
Ge 2 the 
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the moſt part, in one certain place; or at leaſt 
near the Perſon of the Prince, where they can- 


not be ſuppoſed to be throughly acquainted 
with the condition of the more remote Cities 
or Provinces ; and being debauchedi by the 


Luxury of a Court-life, are eaſily depraved, 


and acquire a lawleſs Appetite of Domineer- 
ing; are wholly intent upon their own ambi- 
tious and covetous defigns ; ſo that at laſt they 
are no longer to be conſider'd as Counſellors 
for the good of the Kingdom and Common- 
wealth, but Flatterers of a ſingle Perſon, and 


Slaves to their own and their Prince's Luſts. 


Concerning this matter, we have a moſt ex- 
cellent Saying of the Emperor Aurelian, record- 
ed by Flavius Vopiſcus. — My Father uſed to 
tell me (ſays Aurelian ) that the Emperor 
* Dioclefian, whilſt he was yet a private Man, 
frequently ſaid, That nothing in the World 
'* was more difficult than to govern well. For, 
four or five perſons combine together, and 
** unanimouſly agree to deceive the Emperor; 
they determine what ſhall be approved or 
*© difapprovd. The Emperor, who, for the 
** moſt part, is ſhut up in his Palace, knows 
* nothing of the truth of affairs ; he is com- 
* pell'd to hear and ſee only with their Ears 
* and Eyes ; he makes Judges, ſuch perſons as 
do not deſerve to be made fo ; he removes 
from Offices in the Commonwealth ſuch as 
* he ought to keep in; in ſhort, a 1 ro- 

vident 2nd excellent Emperor is ſold by ſuch 


© Counſellors. — Now our Anceſtors, in the 


conſtituting their Commonwealth, wiſely a- 
voiding theſe miſchiefs (as Mariners wou'd do 
dangerous Rocks) decreed that the Publick Af- 
fairs ſhou'd be managed bythe joynt Adviceand 
1 b Counſel! 
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Counſel of all the Eſtates of the Kingdom. To 


which purpoſe the King, the Nobles, and the Repre- 


ſentatives of the Commons out of the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, were obliged to meet at a certain time 
every year. And this very ſame Inſtitution we 
find to have been that of many other Nations. 
Firſt in our Ancient Gallia, where the Admi- 
niſtration of Publick Affairs was intruſted with 
the Common Council of the choſen Men in the whole 
Nation, as we have above demonſtrated. But 
| becauſe we are now ſpeaking of a Kingdom, 
1 ſhall give Inſtances of them. *Tis manifeſt, 
that in old times the Council of the Ampbycti- 
ons was inſtituted in Greece (as Suidas and others 
teſtify) by King Amphy#ion, Son of Deucalion ; 
and therein it was ordained, that at a certain 
appointed time every year, Repreſentatives cho- 
ſen out of the twelve Commonwealths of 
Greece.ſhou'd meet at Thermopylz, and deliberate 
concerning all the weighty Affairs of the King- 
dom and Commonwealth: For which reaſon, 
Cicero calls this the Common-Council of Gracia, 
Pliny calls it the Publick Council,  _ | 
Me find the like Wiſdom in the Conſtitution 
of the German Empire, wherein the Emperor re- 
preſents the Monarchical State , the Princes re- 
preſent the Ariſtocratical, and the Deputies of the 
Cities the Democratical ; neither can any matter 
of moment appertaining to the whole German 
Republick be firm and ratified, but what is firſt 
agreed upon in that great Con vention of the Three 
Eſtates. To this End was framed that ancient 
and famous Law of the Lacedemonians, which 
joyned the Ephori to their Kings ; © Who, as 
Plato writes, were deſigned to be like Bridles 
to the Kings, and the Kings were obliged 
*-ro.govern-the Commonwealth by their Ad- 
IG G7 ee vice 


P 
. — — 2 2 _— Ar — — YI 4-4 
* FS; rr F * 
"Hat 5 — pw 1 e 1 . - I 
Apey, ran) 


* 
ND * 
” . 4 
\ 
> £ * . 
A - 1 
N > „* 1 . —— 5 N 4 p_ j 
— N 5 ; L 2 ORE * W * _ gina. at — — „ N 
= 4 2 & * M n o . 8 7 2 8 . . * os 4 Nr 8 2 =_ — _ 
* d — I. 22 => a —_ + 10 2 * N = * RN — a * . 42 bd * . . 1 \ AAS 1» . 9 8 n 
2 : * 1 * — r 3 3 I *. . 27 0 bm» ISIS $ _ - . — bag . F 1s 2 K n bao 
om DP = pig . on al * 3 r — 428 n 28 . 8 Ti k 3 In — r Ne 3 << © ry I" # 5 8 * N > b; a vo x 20 * 8 
44 5 * n "LEN; . a : 5 wt : * = — 5 4 0 _ 4 > . wt > — 2 
a 0 A yt 1 © * R * F 3 eee e n . on M4, 760 6 — <A ne + a " 
: -- i et _ 2 2 ſe . * yy - — — 2 +> . b * 1 vr 1 1 s 
— * fan: * ws... » 8 r * xt 20” ht» N 8 2 — . 4 \ — 
221 ws 1 * j _ \ 


* Po 
. — 


* 
A | 
* OY *_R © PS 
* — R 
, r 
SP LSE DIGITS - wake; 
5 1 5 3 hs 


70 


cc 


cc 


( 
bc 


04 
FF 
2 


222 


FRANCO GAL L IA 


vice and Authority. Pliny, lib. 6. cap. 22. 
makes mention of the like practice in the Iſland 
of Taprobana , where the King had thirty Ad- 
viſers appointed by the People ; by whoſe 
Counſel he was to be guided in the Govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth ; © For fear (fays 
he) leſt the King (in caſe he had an unli- 
*© mited Power) ſhou'd eſteem his Subjects no 
* otherwiſe than as his Slaves or his Cartel. 
Furthermore, we find the very ſame Form 
of Adminiſtration of the Kingdom of England, 
in Polydore VirgiFs Hiſtory of England, lib. 11. 
where he has this paſſage in the Life of Henry 
the Firſt. — © Before this time the Kings uſed 
to ſummon a publick Convention of the 
People in order to conſult with them, but 
ſeldom : So that we may in ſome manner 
fay, that the Inſtitution derived irs Original 
from Henry; which took ſuch deep root, that 
it has always continued ever ſince, and ſtill 
does ſo; viz. That whatever related to the 
Well governing or Conſervation of the 
Commonwealth, ought to be debated and de- 
termin'd by the great Council. And that if 
either the King or the People ſhou'd act any 
** thing alone, it ſhou'd be eſteemed invalid, and 
* as nothing, unleſs it were firſt approved and 
* eftabliſh'd by the Authority of that Council. 
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And for fear this Council ſhou'd be cumbred 


** with the Opinions of an untłkilful Multitude, 


( whoſe cuſtom it is to diſtinguiſh nothing 
juſtly) it was at firſt eſtabliſh'd by a certain 

Law, what ſort of Perſons, and what num- 
* bers either of the Prieſts or the People ſhou'd 
=* be called to this Council, which, after a French 
Name, they commonly call A Parliament; 
which every King at the beginning of his 
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2 Reign uſes to hold; and as often afterward as. 
** he pleaſes, or as occaſion requires. Thus far 


Polydore Virgil. | 411, oe 
But among all the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
kind, there is none ſo remarkable as that of the 
Spaniards; who, when they elect a King in the 
Common-Council of Arragon, (in order to keep 
up a perpetual Remembrance of their Privi- 
leges) repreſent a kind of Play, and introduce 
a certain Perſonage, whom they call by the 


name of The Law. of Arragon *, whom (by a pub- 
lick Decree ) they declare to be greater and +; 
more Powerful than their King; and after- ragen. 


wards they harangue the King (who is elected 
upon certain terms and conditions) in words 
which (becauſe of the Remarkable Virtue and 
Fortitude of that Nation in repreſſing the un- 
bridled Mill of their Prince,) we will here ſet 
down at-length. — Nos que valemos tanto 
+, come vos, ii podemos mas que vos; vos ele- 
gimos Reii con eſtas ii eſtas conditiones; 
intra vos ii nos un que manda mas que vos: 
That is, We, who are of as great Value as 
you, and can do more than you, do elect 
vou to be our King, upon ſuch and ſuch 
conditions: Between you and us there is 
one of greater Authority than you. 
Seeing then that the Caſe is ſo, and that 
this has always been a conſtant aud uni verſal Lau of 
all Nations, that are govern'd by a Kingly, and not & 
@ Tyranaical Power. Tis very plain, that tlus 
moſt valuable liberty of holding a Common- 
Cceurncil.of the Nation, is not only a part of the 
People's Right ; but that all Kings, who by Evil 
Arts do oppreſs or take away this Sacred Rigbt, 
ought to be eſteemed Violaters of the Law of Na- 
tions; and being no better than Enemies of. Hi 
15 G 4 mane 
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mane Society, muſt be conſider'd not as Kings, but 
But to return to the Matter in hand. Our 
Commonwealth being conſtituted by the Laws 
of our Anceſtors, upon the bottom above-men- 
tion'd , and participating of all the three kinds 
of Government; it was ordain'd, that once 
every Year (and as much oftner as important 


Occaſions fhou'd make it neceſſary) a Solemn 


General Council ſhou'd be held: which, for that 
reaſon, was called a Parliament of the Three 
Eftates, By that word was meant a Conven- 
tion, or Meeting of Men out of ſeveral Parts 
of the Country to one place, there to confer 
and deliberate concerning the Publick Wel- 
fare: And therefore all Conferences (tho 
between Enemies) in order to a Peace or Truce, 
are always in our Chronicles called by the 
name of Parliaments, Now of this Council, 


the King ſitting in his Golden Tribunal, was 


chief ; next to him were the Princes and Magi- 
ſtrates of the Kingdom; in the third place were 
the Repreſentatives of the ſeveral Towns and 
Provinces, commonly called the Deputies : For 
as ſoon as the Day prefix'd for this Aﬀembly. 
was come, the King was conducted to the 
Parliament-Houſe with a ſort of Pomp and 
Ceremony, more adapted to Popular Moderation, 


than to Regal Magnificence : which J ſhall not 


ſcruple to give a juſt account of out of 
our own Publick Records ; it being a ſort 
of Piety to be pleas'd with the Wiſdom of 


our Anceſtors; tho! in theſe moſt profligate 


Times, I doubt not but it wow'd appear ridi- 
culous to our flattering Courtiers. The King 
then was ſeated in a Waggon, and drawn by 


the 
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the Place- of Aſſembly: But as ſoon as he was 
arrived at the Court, or rather indeed the 
Venerable Palace of the Republick , the Nobles 
conducted the King to the Golden Throne; 
and the reſt took their Places (as we ſaid be- 
fore) according to their Degrees. This State, 
and in this Placc, was what was called Regia 
Mejeſtos, Royal Majeſty. Of which we may 
even at this day obſerve a ſignal Remain in 
the King's Broad Seal, commonly called the 
Chancery Seal. Wherein the King is not repre- 
ſented in a military Poſture a Horle-back,' or in 
2 Triumphant manner drawn in his Chariot by 
Horſes, but Sitting in his Throne Robe d and 
Crom d, holding in his Right Hand the Royal 
Sceptre, in his Left the Sceptre of Juſtice, and 
preſiding in his Solemn Council. And indeed, 
that Place only it can be ſaid that Royal 
Majeſty does truly and properly reſide, where 
the great Affairs of the Commonwealth are 
— ; and not as the unskilful Vulgar 
uſe to profane the Word; and whether the 
King plays or dances, or prattles with his 
Women, always to ſtile him YOUR 
MAJESTY. -- Po 
Of all theſe Matters, we ſhall give only 
a feẽC Proofs, out of many which we could 
produce. Firſt , out of Eginarthus, who was 
Chancellor to Charles the Great, and wrote his 
Life. Theſe are his Words: © Wherever he 
went (ſpeaking of Charlemagn) about the 
* ang 3 „ he was drawn in a Waggon 
**.by a Pair of Oxen, which an ordinary 
* Waggoner drove after his ruſtical manner. 
Thus he went to the Courts of Juſtice, 
thus to the Place of the Publick Conventi- 


Von of his People, which every Year was 
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ce celebrated for the Good of the Realm; 
ce and thus he uſed to return Home again. 
Foannes Nauclerus gives us an Account of 
the very ſame thing, in almoſt the ſame 
Words, in Chron. Generat. 26. So does the Au- 
thor of the Great Chronicle, in the Beginning of 
his Life of Charlemagn, Fol. 77. Neither 
ought this to ſeem ſo great a Wonder to any, 
who confiders it was the Faſhion in thoſe Days 
for our Kings and Queens, and*the Royal 
Family, to be drawn by Oxen; of which we 
have one Inſtance in Greg. Turon. lib. 3. cap. 26. 
* Denuteria, (ſays he) Wife of King Childebert, 
* ſeeing her Daughter by a former Husband 
*© grown to Woman's Eſtate, and fearing leſt 
* the King (being in Love with her) ſhould 
7 with her, cauſed her to be put into a 
5 Pre of Litter with- untamed Oxen ; and 
* thrown headlong off a Bridge. Aimoinus, 
lib. 4. cap. 30. makes mention of the Golden 
Throne, where he ſpeaks of King Dagobert: 
** He proclaimed , ſays he, Generale P L A- 
* CIT UM iu loco nuncupato Bigargio, à Great 
Council in a Place named Bigargium: To 
* which all the Great Men of France aſſem- 
* bling with great Diligence on the Kalends 
* of May, the King thus began his Speech 
© to them ſitting on his Golden Throne. Alſo 
in his 41ſt Chapter, ſpeaking of King Clo- 
dovers — Sitting in the midſt of them, on 
nis Golden Throne, he ſpoke in this manner, c. 
Sigehbertus in Chron, Anni 662. *Tis the An- 
* cient Cuſtora (ſays he) of the Kings of the 
** Franks , every Kalends of May, to preſide in 
** a Convention of all the People, to falute 
and be faluted, to receive Homage, and 
e give and take Preſents. | - Georgiys Cedrenus 
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Now, concerning the Authority of the Peo- 
ple, who were thus gather'd together at the 
Great Council, we have many Teftimonies. 
 Atmoinus , lib. 4. cap. 41. ſpeaking of Clodo- 
_veus the Second; © Altho* (ſays that King in 
his Speech) the Care of our Earthly Prin- 
Eo cipality obliges us to call you together Franci- 
genæ cives, and to conſult you in Affairs re- 
* lating to the Publick, &c.— Alſo in his 
-2ath Chapter of the ſame Book----- © In the 
© Beginning of the Year he went into Saxony, 
© and there he held a General Convention every 
& Near, as he uſed to do every Year in France 
* alſo.— Again, lib. 4. cap. 13. where he 
ſpeaks of Charles the Great-—--- © When the 
Hunting near Aix la Chapelle was ended, as 


V dention of his People, according to uſual 


"Cuſtom, Cc. Cap. 116. The Emperor ha- 


© vine held Two Conventions, one at Nime- 
«17 «<=. Y | . : . F 

„ Kuen; the other at Compiegn, wherein he re- 
*ceiv'd the Annual Preſents, &c. Again, 
Cap. 117. In the Month of Auguft he came 
* to Wormes, and holding there the General 


Convention according to conſtant Practice, 


© he received the Yearly Gifts which were 
offer'd him, and gave Audience to ſeveral 
© Ambaſſadors, &c. Again, Lib. 5. cap. 31. 
1 General Placitum was held on the Ides 
of Fune, in the Town Duſiacum. 

And this may ſuffice touching this ſolemn 
General Council, which both Hench and German 
Hiſtorians, thro' a deprav'd Cuſtom 1 the 
Sd. < + or | atin 
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Latin Tongue, called by different Names; 
ſometimes Curia, ſometimes Con ventus Generalis, 
but for the moſt part Placitum. Gregorius, lib. 

cap. 14. ſays thus: — Therefore when the 
* diredtetl by King Childebert, Cc. Aimoinus, 
lib. 4. cap. 109. In the middle of the Month 
her be. 9 . Convention a Thion- 
ville, where there was à very great Appear- 
<* ance of the Fes of the Franks; and in 
this Placitum, the ſingular eee e of 

* 


| | ſhow'd 
ce it ſelf, & c. | . 

Nou it was the Cuſtom in that Council to 
ſend Preſents from all Parts to the King; as 
may appear from many Places which might 
be quoted, wherein that Council is called Con- 
ventus Generals. Aimoinus, lib. 4. cap. 64. ſpeak- 
ing of King Pipin -—- © He compell'd them 
( fays he) to promiſe they would * all 
* his Commands, and to ſend him every Year 
< at the Time of the General Convention, three 
Hundred Horſes, as a Gift and Token of 
* Reſpet. Item, cap. 85. Not forgetting the 
* Perfidy of the Saxons, he held the General 


7 Time of the Placitum ap ched, they were 


Convention beyond the Rhine, in the Town 
of Kuffffein, according to the uſual Cu- 


of ſtom. N 4 15 
This Council was ſametimes called by ano- 
ther Name, Curia, the Court; from whence 
proceeded the common Saying, when People 
went to the King's Hall or Palace , We are going 
A they ſeldom approach'd the 
King, but upon great Occaſions, and when a 
Council was call'd. Aimoinus , bb. 5. cap. 50. 
Cbarles, (ſays he) the Son of the Daniſh 


** King, ſued (or proſecuted) ſeveral Noble- 


«Men 
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© Men of Flanders _ conveniently at this 
Curia, or Court. 'Item, cap. ſequenti ; Henry 
„King of the Romans, being dead, at that 
Great and General Court, Curia, held at 
*© Mentz, & c. Alſo Otto Friſing. Lib. Frideric. 
1. cap. 40. After theſe Things, the Prince 
© enter'd Bavaria, and there celebrated 2 Ge- 
** neral Caria, Court, in the Month of Febru- 
© ary. Item, cap. 43. Conrade King of. the 
"* Romans, calling the Princes together at 
*- Francfort, a City of Eaſt France, celebrated 
there a General Court. | hep f 
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Of the Sacred Authority of the Pub- 

lick Council; and what Affairs 
- were wont to be tranſacted there- 

e O.. „„ 


TX} E think it neceſſary in this Place to 
conſider what kind of Affairs were wont 

to be tranſacted in this general Annual Council, 
and to admire the great Wiſdom of our Ance- 
ceſtors in conſtituting our Republick. We have (in 
ſhort) obſerved that they are theſe that follow. 
Firſt, the Creating or Abdicating of their Kings. 
Next, the declaring of Peace or War. The making 
of all Publick Laws: The Conferring of all great 
Honours, Commands, or Offices belonging to the 
Commonwealth : The aſſigning of any part of the 
. arceaſed King's Patrimony to his Children, or 
FR | | | giving 
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iving Portions to his Daugbters; which they 
uſually called by a German Name Abannag ium; 
that is, pars excluſoria, a Part ſet out for young- 
er Children. Laſtly, all ſuch Matters as in po- 
pular Speech are commonly call'd Affairs of 
State : Becauſe it was not lawful to determine 


or debate of any thing relating to the Common- 


wealth but in the General Council of the States. 

We have already produced ſufficient Proofs 
of the Electing and Abdicating their Kings, as 
well from the laſt Will and Teftament of Charles 


the Great, as from ſeveral other Authors: To 
which we will add this one Paſſage more out of 


Aimoinns, lib. 5. Cap. 17. where ſpeaking of 
Charles the Bald. He ſays thus, — © Having 


© ſummon'd a General Council at * Cariſiacum, he 
e there firſt gave his Son Charles arma wirilia ; 
* that is, he girt him with a Sword, or knighted 


him, and putting a Regal Crown upon his 
* Head, aflign'd Neuſtria to him, as he did A. 
Juitain to Pin. fd 
No concerning the Adminiſtration of the 
Kingdom, Aimoinus gives us this remarkable In- 
ſtance, Lib. 5. Cap. 35. ſpeaking of Charles the 


Bald. Charles ( ſays he) being about taking 
a Journey to Rome, held. a general Placituns 


on the Kalends of June at Compeign; and 
* therein was ordained under particular Heads, 
© after what manner his Son Lew# ſhould go- 


_ © vern the Kingdom of France, in Conjunttion 


* with his Nobles, and the reſt of the Faithful 
© People of the Realm, till ſuch. time as he re- 
turned from Rome. F 48 


Alſo in the ſame Book, Cap. 42. ſpeaking of 


Charles the Simple: Whoſe Youth (fays he) 
the principal Men of France judging ( as it 
& was indeed) very unfit for the Exerciſe of 


; % 
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* the Government of the Realm, they held a 
General Council touching theſe weighty Af- 
** fairs; and the great Men of the Franks, Bur- 
gundians, and Aquitanians being aſſembled, 
< elected Odo to be-Charles's Tutor and Governor 
0 tha Zingdowns 25 c 4h ode ron gnn 
. Now concerning the Power. of making Laws 
and Ordinances, that ſingle Paſſage in Gaguinus's 
Life of St. Leis is à ſufficient Proof, © As 
* ſoon (ſays he) as King Lews arrived at Pa- 
r, he called a General Convention, and there- 
© :i», reformed the Commonwealth; making 
© excellent Statutes relating to the Judges, and 
* againſt the Venality of Offices, &c. 
Concerning the conferring the great Honours an 
Employments upon Perſons of approved Worth, Aimoi- 
nus lib. 5. cap. 36. gives us this Inſtance; ſpeakin 
of Charles the Bald, he tells us, That where- 
* as he began (before his Inauguration) to di- 
©. ſtribute..the Governments and great Offices 
* of the Realm according to his own liking ; 
* the Great Men ſummor'd a General Council, and 
* ſent Ambaſſadors to the King; neither 
* .wou'd they admit him to be crown'd till he 
c had made uſe of their Advice and Authori- 
ty in diſpoſing. of thoſe great Employ- 
ments. Ihe Nobles (ſays he) being very 
e much diſpleas'd-,. becauſe the King conferr'd 
& Honours without their Conſent ; for that Rea- 
©. fon, agreed together againſt him, and ſum- 
c mon'd a general Convention in the Town of 
o* Witmar, He whence they ſentAmbaſladors 
to Lews, as Lewis likewiſe ſent his Ambaſ- 
& ado to them 8 
Alſo the Appendix to Gregory of Tours, lib. 1 1. 
cap. 54. That ſame Year (ſays he) King Clo- 
* tharixs, cum Proceribus & Leudibus, i. e. 1 
| | the 


© Meaſure whatever they ſhould command. 
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2 the Nobility and Free Subjects of Burgundy, 
c met at Troyes, and when he earneſtly ſollici- 
t ted them to advance another Perſon to the 

ſame Place and Degree. of Honour which 


.* Warnhar (lately deceaſed) had enjoy'd, they 


© unanimouſly refuſed to do it; and ſaid the 
©. would by no means have any Mayor of the 
Palace, earneſtly deſiring the —_— excuſe 


them: And thus they gained their Point 


with the King. 


To this Head may be referr d all the Conrenri- 


ons of ſuch Princes, as were foreſeen might be 
dangerous to the Commonwealth. Theſe were de- 


bated in the General Council. For Aimoinus, lib. 
4. cap. 1. where he ſpeaks of Clotharius, Son of 


 Chilperic , from whom Queen Brunechild de- 


manded the Kingdom of Auſtratia, ſays thus: 
- - - - © Clotharius made anſwer, that ſhe ought 
** to call a Convention of the Nobles of the Franks, 
* and there debate (by common conſent) an 


Affair relating to the Community. That as 


* for him, he would ſubmit to their Judgment 
in all things, and would not obſtruct in any 


The ſame thing is recorded in the Appendix to 


_ Gregory of Tours, lib. 11. ©* Clotharins (ſays he) 


made Anſwer to her, that he would refer the 
© Difference between them, to the Determi- 
** nation of the Select Franks, and promis d to 
* fulfil whatſoever they ſhould ordain . Alſo 
Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 12. where he ſpeaks of 
King Lews the Pious, who was grievonſly tor- 
mented with the Contentions of his Sons, ſays 
thus,” - - When Autumn approached, they 
© whoſe Sentiments differ d from the Empe- 
© ror's, were for having the General Convention 
* held in ſome Town of France. Tem cap. 

= . 13. 
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5 z. He appointed the General Convention of 
his People to be held at Thionville. And after 


Cc. . . - 
© a little time ſummon'd his People to meet on 


ks the Feaſt of St. Martin, and uſed all his En- 
, deavours to recal his Son Pipin who had ab- 
* ſented himſelf ; but he refuſed to come, &c. 
Gaguinus making mention of this ſame Paſſage, 


lays; © When the Conſpirators found out 


they ſhould not be able to dethrone the King, 
vwithout the conſent of the Nobility in Con- 
vention, they labour'd by all means to have 
* the Great Council held within the Limits 
of France. But Lews knowing for certain 
that thoſe Franks were gained by his Enemies 
* againit- him, refuſed it, and ſummon'd the 
* Convention to meet at Mentæ, and ordered 
* that none ſhould be admitted Armed to the 
Council: But his Sons (who had conſpired 
* againſt their Father) leſt they ſhould wanr 
* the Authority of a Publick Convention, aſſembled 
na Council at Compeigne, conſiſting of the Bi- 
* ſhops and Nobilicy of the Kingdom. And 
Lotharius taking his Father our of Cuſtody 
* bronght him to Compiegne. 

Again Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 38. where he 
ſpeaks of Lew the Stammerer, who held a Coun- 
eil at Marſua, wherein he treated a Peace with 
his Couſin, fays : © In that Placitum, or Parlia- 
ment, theſe Articles: which follow were 
agreed upon between them, by and with rhe 
**- Conſent of the faithful Subjects of the Realm. 
Io proceed. We find further, that it was 
the Cuſtom (when any Prince, or Perſon of 
Extraordinary Quality, was accuſed of any Crime) 


to ſummon him ro appear before the Great 


Council, and there he was to ſtand his Trl. 


Thus in the Reign of King Clotbarius, when 
Ducen 
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Queen Brunechild ſtood accuſed, and was found 
guilty of many capital Crimes, the King made 
a Speech to the Eſtates of the Great Council of 
Francogallia, in theſe Words; which are recor- 
ded by Aimoinus, lib. 4. cap. x. It belongs 
to you, my moſt dear Fellow-Soldiers, and 
* high Nobility of France, to appoint what 
* kind of Puniſhment ought to be inflicted on 
* a Perſon guilty of ſuch enormous Crimes, &c. 
And Ado tat. 6. ſub Arno 583. tells us, The 
Franks paſſing Sentence upon her in the 
© King's Preſence, condemned her to be torn 
* in pieces by wild Horſes. ft 
Now concerning the dividing of the Royal 
Patrimony, and the Appanages, we have the ſame 
Perſon's Teſtimony, lib. 5. cap. 94. where 
ſpeaking of Charlemaign, he has theſe Words--- 
* Theſe Matters being ended, the King held a 
Convention of the Nobility and Gentry of the 
* Franks, for the making and maintaining a 


firm Peace among his Sons, and dividing the 


* Kingdom into Three Parts, that everyone of 
* them might know what part of it he ought 
to defend and govern, in caſe they ſurvived 


„ him. ---- Alſo in that Place where he ſpeaks 


of the Partition made among the Children of 
Lewis, lib. 5. cap. 40. he ſays thus. --- © They 
went to Amiens, aud there they divided their 
*© Father's Kingdom among them, according to 
© the Advice and Direction of their faithful Sub- 
6s ſedts. Further, cap. 41. where he writes of 
Carloman, who held his Great Council then at 
Worms. ---- To this Placitum (ſays he) came 
Hugo, and preferred his Petition for that part 
* of the Kingdom, which his Brother Leas 
(in Locarium «cceperat) had rented of him, or 
* reccived in Pawn. 


We 
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We may further obſerve, from very many 
Inſtances, that whenever the King had any 
expenſive Deſign in hand, ſuch as the building 
of Churches or Monaſteries, he took firſt the 
Advice of the Council of the. Eſtates. For Ai- 
moinus, lib. 4. cap. 41. where he ſpeaks of Clo- 
doveus the Second, tells us, that ſitting on his 
Throne, he began his Oration to the General 
Council in theſe Words. —- © Ouamquam Fran- 


* ciginæ cives, &c. Altho' (ſays he) the Care 1 


* ought to take of my Kingdom, obliges me 
* to take your Advice in all Matters relating to 
* the Publick, &c. 

And thus much may ſuffice on this Point. 
From all which we think it appears plainly, that 
the whole Power of the Adminiſtration of the 
Kingdom was lodg'd in the Publick Council, 
which they called Placitum; becauſe, accor- 
ding to the Idiom of the Latin Tongue, that 
is properly termed Placitum, which after ha- 
ving been propoſed and debated in a Council 
of many Perſons, is at laſt agreed to, and re- 
ſolved upon by them. And therefore Cicero, 
with others of the Ancients, were wont to call 
ſuch-like Determinations, Placita Philoſophorum. 


Since therefore the Matter is fo, I hope the 


Opinion which we have formerly given in 
ſome of our other Books, will not be eſteemed 
abſurd; viz. That the common Form uſed by 
the King's Secretary in the laſt Clauſe of our 
Ordinances and Edicts, Quia tale eff PLACE 
TUM noſtrum, ariſes from hence: For anci- 
ently thoſe Laws were written in the Latin 
Tongue, (as is ſufficiently proved by Aimoinas, 
the Capitulary of Charles the Great, and many 0- 
ther Records); butafterwards, when the King's 


Secretaries or Clerks began to make uſe of the 
| | H 2 Vulgar 


2 
px 
A. . 1 * * . n wy el — 5 - * , k * ” F 2 f A 2 ” 5 be 7 hk * — 
2 n 1 2 4 Down 4 I n 0 * — 8 
1 : r We Es « . d „ HITS IOC th 4 > - T5 - 


v P 


7 


5 


FrancoOGALLIA 
Vulgar Tongue, thro* Ignorance, or rather 
Malice, they tranſlated it thus, Car tel eſt 


noſtre Plaiſir : For ſuch is our Will and Pleaſure. 
Now as to the Power of the People, we have 


this farther Argument extant in the ſame Ca- 


pitulary of Charles the Great. ---- Let the People 
* (fays it) be conſulted touching all the Heads 
© of the new Laws, which are to be added to 
* the former ; and after they have all given 
ce their Conſents, let them ſet their Hands and 
*Serkto crey Amce:: 7 5 - 

From which Words, tis apparent that the 
People of France were wont to be bound by 
ſuch Laws only, as they had publickly agreed to 
in their Parliaments. Alſo in fine Leg. Aleman. 
we find this Paſſage. ---- © This is decreed by 
* the King and his Nobles, and all the Chriſti- 
* an People which compoſe the Kingdom of the 
* Merovingians. Alſo Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 38. 
In this Placitum the Laws which follow 
were agreed upon, to be obſerved between 
* them, by the Conſent of the faithful Subjects. 
* ---- An Agreement made between the Glo- 
* rious Kings, &c. by the Advice and Conſent 


F of their faithful Commons, & c. 


Laſtly, we cannot omit obſerving, that ſo 
great was the Reputation and Authority of this 


General Council, even among Strangers, that fo- 


reign Princes ſubmitted to have their Controver- 


ſies and Differences decided by it. The Appen- 


dix to Greg. Turon. lib. 11. Cap. 37. Anno 12. 
of Theodorick's Reign, has this Paſſage in it. ---- 
When Al/aciones; | perhaps Alſatia ] in which 
* Country he had been brought up, and which 
Vas left him by his Father Childebert, fell ne- 
* yertheleſs to Tbeodebert, according to the Cu- 
ä ſtom in uſe among the Barbarians ; the two 

„„ 1 Kings 
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© Kings agreed that their Difference ſhould be 
* decided by the Judgment of the Franks, (in 


Sala. 
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Of the Kingly Officer's, commantly call d. 
| Mayors of the Palace. 
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B we treat farther of the uninterrupted 
Authority of the Publick Council, we think 
it not improper to ſay ſomewhat of thoſe Re- 
gal great Officers, which, during the Merovin- 
gian Race were called (Majores domus) Maſters, 


Ll 
4 


or Mayors of the Palace. Theſe having for ſome 


time encroach'd upon the Kingly Power, find- 
ing at laſt a fit opportunity, ſeiz d upon it en- 
tirely as their own.  . Their Dignity near the 
Perſons of our Kings ſeems to have been much 
the ſame with that of Præfecti Pretorio, or Gene- 
rals of the Guards in the time of the Roman 
Emperors, who were ſometimes alſo ſtiled Aulæ 
Prefetti, They were uſually appointed in and 


by the ſame Convention which choſe the Kings, 


and were wont to be Chiefs or Heads of the 
© Publick Council. And upon this account we fre- 
quently meet with ſuch-like-Expreflions as theſe 


among our Hiſtorians. -— They elected ſuch 
and ſuch a Man to the Dignity of Mayor of 


* the Palace. Herchinold, Mayor of the Palace, be- 
ing dead, the Franks conferr'd that Dignity 
upon Ebroinu, and appointed him to be Ma- 
5 2 ; — Fab 
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ger in the King's Court. Alſo— They choſe 


& Hilderick for their King, and Wolfold for Mayor 
f the Palace. Which Quotations of ours 
might indeed have been made as properly in 


our foregoing Chapter, where we proved that 


the greater Employments were not uſually gi- 
ven by the Kings, but appointed by the Yearly 
General Council,” and conferred upon Men of 
the greateſt Fidelity and FO 
But in this Magiſtracy, the ſame thing hap- 
ned, which Plutarch tells us (in his Life of 
Lyſander ) came to paſs when Ageſilaus was ap- 


pointed by the Lacedemonians to be General of 


their Army, and Lyſander to be Legate or 


Lieutenant-General: Even as in Stage- Plays, 


( ſays he) the Actors who repreſent a Ser- 
vant or Meſſenger, have better Parts, and 
* are more regarded than him that wears the 


_ © Crown and Scepter, cho ſcarce ſpeaks a 


Word in the whole Play : So the chief Au- 
*-thority and Command was lodg'd in Lyſan- 
* ger, Whilſt with the King remained only a 
* naked and empty Title. Juſt fo it fell out 
in our Francogallia; Fair Opportunities of in- 
creaſing the Power of theſe Mayors of the Pal- 
lace, being offer d by the Sloth and Negli- 
gence of our Kings; among whom we may 
reckon Dagobert, Clodovens, Clotharius, Childeri- 
cus, Theodoricus, &c. For the Author of the 
Hiſtory of the Franks, often cited by Venericus 
Vercellenſis, tho' without naming him, writes, 
That during the Reign of Clotbarius, Father of 
Dagobert, the Kingdom of the Franks began to 
be adminiſtred and govern'd by ſome which 
were called Proviſores Regiæ, or Majores Domus. 
The ſame ſays Godf. Viterb. parte Chron. 16. 
Whereupon, whilſt thoſe Mayors of the Palace 

; £ | executed 
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executed all the important Affairs of the Com- 
mon wealth, and commanded all the Armies in 
time of War; and the Kings ( ſpending their 
Days in Sloth and Idleneſs) tarried at Home, 


content with the bare Title of a King ; Mat- 
ters at laſt were brought to ſuch a paſs, that 


during the Reign of Childerick the 18th King, 
Pipin, Mayor Pg Palace, (who in the King's. 


Name had waged great and long Wars, and 
had overcome and reduced the Saxons to Terms 


of Submiſſion) finding a fit Occaſion. to aſ- 
ſume the Regal Title which was offer'd him, 


did not let it ſlip : Eſpecially ſeeing himſelf at 
the head of a great and victorious Army, that 


eſpouſed his Intereſts. Of which we have the 


Teſtimony of many Authors. Firſt Otto Fri- 
fingius, Chron. 5. cap. 12. and his Tranſcriber 
God,. Viterb. Part. 16. who write thus. --- © The 
Kings of France, before the Time of Pipin 
* the Great, (formerly Mayor of the Palace) 
% were in a manner but Titular Princes, ha- 
* ving very little to do with the Government 
©. of the Realm. Sigibertus ſays almoſt the 
© ſame thing ſub Anno 662. ---- From this time, 


( ſays he) the Kings of the Franks degene- 
* rating from their ancient Wiſdom and Forti- 
*.tude, enjoy 'd little more than the bare Name 


< of King: They did indeed bear the Title 
according to Cuſtom, as being of the ancient Re- 
gal Race; but neither a&ed, nor diſpoſed of 
© any thing: The whole Adminiſtration and 
© Power of the Kingdom, was lodg'd in the 
Hands of the Mayor of the Palace. 8 
Vet in reading ſuch-like Authorities, we 
ought to take this Obſeryation along with us. 
That ſince Pipin and his Sons laboured (as tis 
probable they did ) under a great Load of En- 
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| vy, for having violently wreſted the Royal 


Dignity from King Childerick, they made it 
their Buſineſs to find out and employ plauſible 
ingenious Hiſtorians, who magnified the Coward- 
lineſs of Cbilderick and his Predeceſſors, upbrai- 
ding them with Sloath and Idleneſs, beyond 
what they deſerv d. And among ſuch as theſe, 
we may reckon Eguinarthus, Chancellor to 
Charles the Great, and one that did him ſpecial 


Service of this Nature; who in the beginning 


of his Book writes thus. ---- © The Family of 
the Merovingizns, out of which the Franks 
* uſed to Ele# their Kings, is ſuppoſed to have 
© laſted as long as to Hilderic; who by the Ap- 
* pointment of Pope Stephen, was depoſed, ſha- 
* yen, and thruſt into a Monaſtery. Now 
* tho' ir may be ſaid to have ended in him, yet 
© in truth, for a long time before, it ceaſed to 
* have any Value or Excellency, bating the 
bare I Title of King. For both the 
* Riches and Power of the Kingdom, were at 

* the. Diſpoſition of the Prefetts of the Palace, 
* commonly called M-jores Domus; with whom 
vas alſo lodg'd the Authority of the Empire: 
Neither was there any thing left remaining 
* ro the King, but only that contenting him- 


4 ſelf with the Title, he ſhould ſit on a Throne, 


* wearing his Hair and. Beard very long, and 


_ © repreſenting the Perſon of a Ruler; ſome- 


times giving the firſt and laſt Audience to 


_ © Ambaſſadors from Foreign Parts, and retur- 
% ning ſuch Anſwersas were made for him, as 


if they proceeded immediately from himſelf. 
But beſides the unprofitable Name of a King, 
Hand a, precarious Allowance for his private 
* Expences, (which the Mayor of the Palace 
8 was pleaſed out of Bounty to give him) - 
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© had nothing that he could call his own, ex- 
_ © cept one Village of very ſmall Revenue, 
© where he had a little Houſe, and a few Ser- 
* vants, barely ſufficient for his Neceſſary Oc- 
| © caſfions, Cc. gk 
Sigebertus, ſub Anno 662. taking Eguinart bur 
for his Pattern, inveighs againſt the former 
no in almoſt the ſame Contumelious Terms. 
* Whoſe Cuftom (ſays he) it was, indeed, to 
make an Appearance like a Prince; accor- 
* ding to what had been uſual to their Family; 
but neither to act, nor diſpoſe of any thing, 
© only to tarry at Home, and to Eat and Drink 
* like Irrational Creatures. As if the like 
Sloth and Cowardiſe ought to be imputedtoall 
the former Kings, among whom we neverthelefs 
find many brave Men, ſuch as Clodoveus, who 
not only defeated a great Army of Germans, 
which had made an Irruption into France, in a 
great Battel near Tolbiacum; but alſo drove the 
remainder of the Romans out of the Confines 
of Gallia. What ſhall we ſay of Childebert and 
Clotharizs, who rooted the Viſigoths and Oftro- 
oths out of Provence and Aquitain, where they 
Pad ſeated themſelves? In the Hiſtories of all 
which Princes, there is no mention made of 
any Mayor of the Palace, but curſorily, and by 
the By, as one of the King's Servant. This 
we may ſee in Gregorius, lib. 5. cap. 18. where 
he ſpeaks of Gucilizs. Lib. 6. cap. 9. and cap. 
45. Lib. 7. cap. 49. And we find this Employ- 
ment to have been not only in the King's Pa- 
lace, but alſo in the Queens; For the ſame 
Gregorius, lib. 7. cap. 27. mentions one Waddo 
as Mayor of the Palace, in the Court of Queen Ri- 
—— And in very many other Places of their 


ſtories, we find both Gregorius and Aimoinus 
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making mention of theſe Maſters of the Court, 
and the King's Houſe. F er 
Now the firſt beginning of the great Autho- 
rity of theſe Prefetti Regii, was (as we told 
you before ) dong is Reign of King Clotha- 
rim the Second, about the Year of our Lord 
588. that is, about 130 Years after the conſti- 
tuting the Francogallican Kingdom ; which we 
may alſo learn from the before-mention'd Hi- 
ſtorian, ſo often quoted by Venericus. 
Yet there are two other Hiftorians, ( tho? 
not of equal Credit) Sigibertus and Trithemius, 
who refers the beginning of fo great a Power 
in the Mayor of the Palace, to the Reign of Clo- 
tair the Third; whoſe Magiſter Palatii was one 
Ebroinus, à Man of extraordinary Wickedneſs 
and Cruelty: But however this may be, we 
find Hiſtorians calling them by ſeveral other 
Appellations ; ſuchas Comes Domus Regie, Præ- 
fecti Aulæ, Comites Palatii, &c. Evol 
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Whether Pipin was «cated King by 
the Pope, or by the Authority of 


be F rancogallican Council. 0 


Aving in the former Chapter given an 
11 Account, that after the Expulſion of 
Childeric, (a ſtupid Prince, in whom the Line 
of the Merovingians ended) Pipin, from being 
Mayor of the Palace, was created King; It will 
be worth our Enquiry, to know by whoſe Au- 
5 thority 
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thority the Kingdom was conferr'd upon him, 
For Pope Gelaſius ſays thus, Cap, 15. Queſt. 6. 
A Roman Pope, viz. Zacharias, depoſed 
© the King of the Franks, not ſo much becauſe 
* of his evil Actions, as becauſe he was ſtupid, 
© and unfit for the exerciſe of ſo great a Truſt; 
and in his ſtead, ſubſtituted Pip, Father of 
* Charles the Emperor: Abſolving all the 
Hanks from their Oath of Allegiance to 
7 Ch;lderic. FO. . 


And there is ſcarce an Author, who does 


not acquieſce in this Teſtimony of one Pope, 
concerning the Power of another: Thus Ado, 
Lambertus, Rhegino, Sigiberrur, Aimoinus, Laudul- 


pbuc, nay, even Venericus Vercellenſis, (in the 


ook which we formerly quoted) cites theſe 
Words out of the Epiſtle of Pope Gregory the 
VITith, to Herman Biſhop of Metz; viz. © A 


certain Pope of Rome depoſed the King of the 
Franks from his Kingdom, not ſo much for 


© his Wickedneſs, as his being unfit for ſo great 
© a Power; and after having abſolved all the 
© Franks from the Oath of Fidelity they had 
Iſworn to him, placed Pipin in his room. 
© Which Otto Friſmgiur, lib. Chron. 5. cap. 23. 
* and Godfrey, Chron. Part. 17. laying pre- 
* fently hold of, break out into this Exclama- 
tion From this Action, the Popes of 
Rome derive an Authority of changing and 
* depoſing Princes, Oc. 1 

But pray let us enquire whether the Truth 


of this Story, as to the Matter of Fact, be ſuf- 


ficiently proved and atteſted. For in the firſt 
place, tis manifeſt, That not one of all that 
Treat Number of Kings of the Franks, which we 
| ave inſtanced wh | d or. 
cated, was either created or abdicated by the 
. | Pope's 


aye been. Ele&ed or Abdi- 
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Pope 's Authority. On the contrary, we have 


irrefragably prov'd, that the whole Right, both 
of making and depoſing their Kings, was lodg'd 
in the yearly great Council of the Nation; ſo 
that it ſeems incredible the Franks ſhou'd ne- 
glect or forgo their Right, in this ſingle Inſtance 
of Pipin. But to make few Words of this Mat- 
ter, Venericus Vercellenſis gives us the Teſtimony 
of an ancient Hiſtorian, who has written of 
all the Francogallican Affairs; whereby that 
whole Story of the Pope, is prov'd to be a Lye: 
And tis clearly demonſtrated, that both Ch:/- 


derick was depoſed, and Pipin choſen in his 


rocm, according to the »/ua! Cuſtom. of the 


Hanks, and the Inſtitutions: of our Anceſtors : 
That is to ſay, by a ſolemn General Council of the 


Nation; in whoſe Power only it was, to tranſ- 
act a Matter of ſo great weight and moment; 
as we have before made it appear. The Words 
of that Hiſtorian are theſe. ----- That by the 
* Counſel, and with the Conſent of all the 
Franks, (a Relation of this Affair being ſent 
to the Apoſtolick See, and its Advice had) 


the moſt noble Pipin was advanced to the 


* Throne of the Kingdom, By the Election of 
the whole Nation, the Homage of the Nobili- 
** ty, with the Conſecration of che Biſhops, &c. 
From which Words, 'tis moſt apparent that 


Pipin was not appointed King by the Pope, but 


by the People themſelves, and the States of the 
Realm. And Venericus explains this Matter out 
of the ſame Hiſtorian. © Pipin, Mayor of the 
Palace (ſays he) having all along had the 
* Adminiſtration of the Regal Power in his 


_ © Hands, was the firft that was appointed and 


elected to be King, from being Mayor of the 
Palace; the Opinion of Pope Zachary Ws 
M POE W RE WR 
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* firſt known, becauſe the Conſent and Coun- 
I tenance of a Pope of Rome, was thought ne- 
s ceflary in an Affair of this Nature. ---- And 
*© preſently after he tells us; The Pope find- 

ing that what the Ambaſſadors had depoſed 
vas juſt and profitable, agreed to it; and 
© Pipin was made King by the unanimous Suf- 
** frages and Votes of the Nobility, &. To 


the very ſame purpoſe writes Ado of Vienna, 


Etat. 6. ſub Anno 727. © Ambaſſadors (ſays 
**-he) were ſent to Pope Zacharias, to propoſe 
** this Queſtion to him; Whether or no the 
* Kings of the Franks, who had ſcarce any 
© Power in their hands, but contented them- 
* ſelves with the bare Title, were fit to conti- 
nue to be Kings? To which Zacharias. re- 
* curn'd this Anſwer, ---- That he thought the 
© Perſon who governed the Commonwealth, 
** ought rather to have alſo the Title of King: 
e Whereupon the Franks, after the return of 
the Ambaſſadors, caſt out Childeric, who 
** then had the Title of King; and by the Ad- 
* vice of the Ambaſſadors, and of Pope Zacha- 
© roar, Elected Pipin, and made him King. 
Beſides the above Proofs, we have Aimoinus's 
Teftimony to the ſame purpoſe, lib. 4. cap. 61. 
where he concludesthus. --- This Year Pipin 
got the Appellation of King of the Franks, 
and according to their ancient Cuſtoms, was 
elevated to the Royal Throne in the City of 
**. Sorfſons, &c.” Nay, even Godfrey of Viterbo 
himſelf, Chron. part. 17. cap. 4. Pipin { ſays 
* he) was made King by Pope Zacharias, (ex 
** elettione Francorum) through the Election of 
* the Franks, Hilderic their ſlothful King be- 
« ing, b the Franks, thruſt into a Monaſtery. 


In 
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In like manner Sigebertus, ſab Anno 752. 
The Authors of the Miſcellany Hiſtory, lib. 22. 
— Otto Friſing. lib. 5. cap. 21, 22, 23. And 
the Author of the Book intituled Faſciculus tem- 


porum, do all clearly agree in the Account gi- 


ven of this Tranſaction. From which we 
may eaſily gather, that altho the Franks did 
conſult the Pope before they created Pipm King, 
yet it cannot therefore be any ways inferr'd 
from thence, that he was made King by the 
Pope's Authority; for tis one thing to make a 


King, and another to give Advice touching 


the making him: Tis one thing to have a 
Right of Creation, and another that of only 
giving Advice; nay, no Man has a Right of 
ſo much as giving Advice in Matters of this 

nature, but he whoſe Advice is firſt ask d. 5 
Laſtly, no Man has more clearly explain'd 
this whole Matter, than Marſilius Patawinus ; 
who during the Reign of Lewis of Bavaria, 
wrir 2 Book ---- de tranſlatione imperii, in which, 


Cap. 6. he has theſe Words. — © Pipin, a ve- 


* ry valiant Man, and Son of Charles Martel, 


was (as we read) raiſed to the Dignity of 


** being King of the Franks, by Pope Zacharias. 


But Aimoinus more truly informs us, in his 


** Hiſtory of the Franks, that Pipin was legally 
*© elefed King by the Franks themſelves, and 
by the Nobility of the Kingdom was placed 
in the Throne. At the ſame time Childeric, 


_ © diſſolute Prince, who contenting himſelf 


with the bare Title of a King, waſted both 
© his time and body in Wantonneſs, was by 
them ſhaven for a Monk: So that Zacharias 
* had no hand in the depoſing him, but con- 
*© ſented (as ſome ſay) to thoſe that did. For 
* ſuch depoſing of a King for juſt _— . 
L Wt 
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$ and ele&ing of another, does not belong to 
any Biſhop or Eccleſiaſtick, nor to ra Col- 
lege of Clergymen ; but to the whole Body 
© of | Citizens ¶ ad univerſitatem civium ] in- 


* habiting that Region, and to the Nobles of 


it, or to the majority of them both. There- 
fore thoſe pretences of the Popes, to a Power 
of creating or abdicating Kings, are apparently 


falſe to every body. But beſides this fabulous 
Device, which is a ſufficient Inftance of their 


wickedneſs and malice, I think it worth my 
while to add a remarkable Letter of Pope Ste- 
pben, adapted to the foregoing Fable; by which 
we may make a Judgment of the madneſs and 
folly of that old crafty Knave. This Letter is 
extant in Rhegino, a Benedictine Monk, and 


% 
* 
1 oe 
** 


Abbot of — an irrefragable Teſtimony in * Abba. 


an Affair of this nature; tis in Chron. anni 75 5. Pruniacen- 
—— ** Stephen the Biſhop, Servant of the Ser- V. 


vants of God, & As no Man ought to 
© boaſt of his Merits, ſo neither ought the 
* wonderful Works of God which are wrought 
* upon his Saints without their deſert, to be 
buried in filence, but publiſhed abroad as the 
* Angel admoniſhed Tobias. I being con- 
{trained thro' the Oppreſſion of the holy 
Church, by that moſt wicked, blaſphemous, 


phus, to fly for Refuge to that excellent and 
Faithful Votary of St. Peter, Lord Pipin, the 
- molt Chriſtian King, took my Journey into 
France; where J fell into a mortal Diſtem- 
per, and remained ſome time in the Diſtrict 
of Paris, in the venerable Monaſtery of St. 
Denis the Martyr. And being now paſt 
hopes of Recovery, methought I was one 
day at Prayers in the Church of the fame 


* blefled 


and not worthy to be named Wretch, AiFel- 
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bleſſed Martyr, in a place under the Bells: 


And that I ſaw ſtanding before the great Al- 


tar, our Maſter Peter; and that great Ma- 


ſter of the Gentiles, our Maſter Paul; whom 
I knew very well by their Veſtments. And 
a little after, I ſaw the bleſſed Lord Denis, a 
tall and flender Man, ſtanding at the right 
hand of our Lord Peter. And then that good 
Paſtor the Lord Peter ſaid — This good 
Brother of ours asks for Health. Then re- 
ply'd the bleſſed Paul — He ſhall be healed 


preſently. And thereupon approaching to 
our Lord Denis, he amicably put his hand 
upon his Breaſt, and look'd back upon our 
Lord Peter, and Lord Peter with a chearful 


Countenance ſaid to our Lord Denx, his 
Health ſhall be your particular Act of Fa- 
vour. Then preſently Lord Dens taking a 


Cenſer full of Incenſe, and holding a 


Branch of Palm-tree in his hand, accom- 
panied with a Presbyter and Deacon, who 
aſſiſted him, came near to me, and ſaid, 
Peace be with thee, Brother, be not afraid, 
thou ſhalt not die until thou return in Pro- 
ſperity to thy own See. Riſe and be healed, 
and dedicate this Altar to the Honour of 
God, and the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, 
whom thou ſeeſt ſtanding before thee, with 


Maſſes of Thankſgiving. Whereupon I was 
preſently made whole. And being about to 


accompliſh that which I was commanded to 


do, they that were preſent ſaid I was mad. 
** So I related all that I had ſeen to them, 
to the King, and all his People, and 


how I had been cured ; and 1 fulfilled all 


that I was bid to do. Theſe things hap- 


pen'd in the 753d. Year, from the —_— 
| tion 
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© tion. of our Lord on the Ides of Auguſt ; at 
e time being ſtrengthned by 77 Pei 
of Chriſt, between the Celebration « of the 


cc 


a 


the Qblation of the Sacrifice, 1 anointę 
© King Pipin and his Two Sons, Charles and 
ce Carloman,, Kings of the. Franks. Mor 55 
© I laid Hands upon, and bleffed Berirards the 
al „ Kings Wife ,, cloathed With her Roy 
0 Mantle, and the Grace of the Sevenfo 
% Holy Spirit; And. the Nobles of the Frank: 
« being anctified by the Apoſtolical Bene 
% Kion, and the Authority delivered by Chriſt 


St. . Peter, obliged themſelves ſo! lemnly, 


. 60 
„ and ee That neither "hay. nor any 
of their oſterity , Won! d at any time here- 
« after; > preſumè to conſtitute'any Perſon, 35 
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Employments in the Kirig's Court, and aſſiſted 
in the Adminiſtration of the Commonwealth, 
were commonly called Comites, Counts 2 which 
was likewiſe the Cuſtom of the Ancients; as 
I have in ſome other of my Works demonſtra- 
| ted, So Cicero, in many places, calls Calliſtbe- 
net, Comitem Alexandri magni. This Comes ſta- 


* 


4 » 


buli was in a manner the fame with the Magifer 


Equitum among. the Romans, that is, General of 
* Horſe; to whom were ſubject thoſe Keepers 
of the Horſes, comm only called 7 0 Greg. 
Turon. ib. 5. cap. 39. Tays: -—— The 
* of Clodoweus being taken out of the City of 
Bourges, by Cuppau, Count of the Stable, was 
< ſent in Bonds to the Queen, &. And a- 
gain, cap. 48. where he ſpeaks of Lendaſtes, 
* — She took him ( fays he) into Favour, 
 fais'd him, and made him Keeper of the 
e beſt Horſes ; which ſo filled him with Pride 
and Vanity, that he put in for the Conſtable- 
ud ſhip; ¶ Comitatum Stabulorum | and having got 
„it, began to deſpiſe and undervalue every 
% body. From theſe Quotations it appears, 
that tho' the Cuſtody of the Horſes was a very 
Honourable Employment, yet twas much in- 
ferior to that of Conſtable. Aimoinus, lib. 3. 
cap. 43. gives the ſame Account of this Leuda- 
Fes, — Being grown very intimate with the 
Queen, he was firſt made Keeper of the 
Hoerſe; and afterwards obtaining the Con- 
"M ter e the reſt'of the Keepers, he 
% wis (after the Queen's Dearth) made by 
<' King Charibert, Count of Tours.” And cap. 70. 
Leudegeſilus, Præfect of the King's Horſes, 
W whom they commonly call ConFable , bein 
made General of that Expedition by th 
© King,” orderd the Engines to be drawn 
5 > 5 down, 
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cc doun, cc Alſo lib. 4. cap. 95. where he 


(peaks of Obarles the Great, --—-- The ſame 
Year (days he) he ſenc Burchard, Comitem 


eam, with a Fleet againſt c orſica-—, The 
Appendix to Gregory calls him, Comeſtabulum, 


lib. 11. Brunechildxs (fays he) was brought out 


of the Village, ab Exporre Comeſtabulo. 


This being ſo, Albertus Krantz ius, lib. Suet. 5. 
cap. 41. ventures to affirm, that this Conſtable 
Was the ſame with what the Germans call Mare. 


ſcbal.. '®,, They named ( fays he) a Governor, 


one of the beit Soldiers, who might have 


FR the Power. of Convocating the Aſſembly of 
„ che Kingdom, and of acting in all Matters 
like the Prince, Our Countrymen call him 2 
% Mareſchal, the French call him Conſtable, &c. 
This ſeems the more probable, becauſe I do 
not remember any Mention to have been made 
in ancient Times, of a Mareſchal in our Fran- 


cogallia; fo that tis very likely to have been an 


Inſtitution of our latter Kings, accommodated 
to the Cuſtoms of the Germans. ©, 

That this Comitatus Stabulorum, 2 Conſtableſbip, 
had its Riſe from the Inſtitution of the Roman 
-Emperors, I do not at all queſtion; altho' it grew 


* 


by Degrees among us from ſlender Beginnings, 


to the Heighth of chief Governor of the Palace. 
In former times that Dignity. was a Sort of Tri- 
bunatus Militaris. Ammian, lib. 26. has this 
Expreſſion, where he ſpeaks of Valentinian tlie 


Emperor, Having fixed his Stages; or Days 
Journeys, he at laſt entred into Nicomedis 3 
Ly and about-the Kalends of March, appointed 
de his Brother Valens to be Governor of his 
” Stables, aum tribumatus dignitate, with tribuni- 
tid Dignity. „ of Dignity that was, 

A we 
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© Stabuli ſui, which we corruptly call Conſtabu- 
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we may find inthe Code of "Fufintan; lib. 1. 


Cod. de tomitibur & tribimis Scol. Where tis 
reckoned as a great Honour for them to preſide 


over the Emperor Banquets, when they might 


adore his Purple. Alſo in th. 3. Cod. Theodof. de 
annon. & tribut. perpenſa, 29. Cod. Theod. de equo- 
rum Collatione, & lib. f. Cod. Theod. wherein we 
may find a Power allowed them, of exacting 
Contributions to à certain Value from the Pro- 
vincials, who were to furniſh War-Horſes for 
the Pm perer s Servietdt 4 5H re: 


It fo remains that we diſcourſe a little of 
thoſe Magiſtrates, which were commonly cal- 
led Peers of France; whereof we can find no 
Records or Monuments, tho* our Endeavours 
have hot been wanting. For amông ſo great a 


Number of Books, as are called Chronicles and 


Annals of Francopalliz; not one affords us any 
probable” Accoufit of this Inſtitution. For 
What Gaguinus, and Paulus Amiliu (who was 
not iſo much an Hiftorian of French Affairs, as 
of the Pope) and other common Writers do af- 
firm, to wit, That thoſe Magiſtrates were in- 
ſtituted by Pipin or Charlemagn, appears plainly 
to be abſurd; becauſe not one of all the Ger- 
man Hiſtorians, who wrote during the Reigns 
of choſe Kings, or for ſome time after, makes 
the leaſt Mention of thoſe Magiſtrates. Ai- 
moins himſelf who wrote a Hiſtory of the 
_ Atchievements and Inſtitutions of the 
Frans, down to the Reign of Lewis the Pius, 
and the Appendix , which reaches as far as the 
time of Lewis the Younger; being the 35th King, 
ſpeak not one Word of theſe Peers in any place 
of their Hiſtories ; ſo that till Lam better in- 
form d, I muſt concur in Opinion with Ger vaſe 
of Tilbury, who. (as — TE 
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«this imaginary Council; nor could be elected in- 
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Which he wrote to the Emperor Otho the IVth, 


de ori imperialibus) affirms, That this Inſtituti- 
on is firſt owing to King Arthur of Bruain, 
who ruled ſome time in part of France. 


For I ſuppoſe the Original of that Inſtitu- 


on to be this; that as in the Feudal Law ſuch are 
called, Pares curiæ beneficiarii, i. e. Equal Tenants 
by Homage of the Court, or Clientes à undo, Clients 
of like holding, or Convaſſalli, Fellow Vaſſals, who 
hold their Fes and Benefices from one and the 


ſame Lord and Patron; and upon that Account. 
are bound to him in Feality and Obedience: 


juſt ſo King Arthur having acquired a new 
Principality, ſelected telve great Men, to whom 
he diſtributed the ſeveral. Parts, and Satrapies gf 
his Kingdom, whoſe Aſſiſtance and Advice he 


made uſe of in the Adminiſtration of the Go- 


vernment. For I cannot approve of their 
Judgment, who write, that they were called 
Peers, becauſe they were Pares Regi, the King 
Equals; ſince their Parity has no Relation to 
the Regal Dignity, but only to that Authority 


and Dignity. they had agreed ſhould be com- 


mon among them. Their Names were theſe, 
the Dube, of Burgundy, Normandy, and Aquitain; 
the Counts of Flanders,” Tholouſe, and Champagne; 
the Arehliſbops of Rheims, Laon, and Langres ; 
the Biſhops of Beauvais, Noon, and Chalons. 
And as the Pares Curtis, or Curiæ, in the Feudal 
Law, San neither be created, but by the Con- 


ſent of the Fraternity; nor abdicated, . but by 
Fee before their Colleagues; nor impeach'd 
befor 


e any other Court of Judicature ; ſo theſe 


Peers Ang bound by any Judgment or Sen- 
FA tence, N 


that of the Parliament, that is, of 
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we may find in the Code of Fuftintan; lib. 1. 
: - Cod. de tomitibus & tribunis Schol. Where tis 
7 reckoned-as a great Honour for them to preſide 
over theEmperot's Banquets, when they might 
adore his Purple. Alſo in ib. 3. Cod. Theodoſ. de 
annon. & tri hid. per penſa, 29. Cod. Theod. de equo- 
rum Collatione, & lib. x. Cod. Theod. wherein we 
may find a Power allowed them, of exàcting 
Contributions to a certain Value from the Pro- 
vinicials, who were to furniſh War-Horſes for 
the Emperor's Servieeee. 
It niow remains that we diſcourſe a little of 
thoſe Magiſtrates, which were commonky cal- 
led Peer: of France; whereof we can find no 
Records or Monuments, tho our Endeavours 
have hot been wanting. For among ſo great a 
Number of Books, as are called Chronieſes and 
Annals ef Fanobgullia; not one affords us any 
probable” Account 'of this Inſtitution. For 
what Gaguinus, and Paulus Amilizs (who was 
not ſo much an Hiſtorian of French Affairs, as 
of the Pope) and other common Writers do af- 
firm, to wit, That thoſe Magiſtrates were in- 
ſtituted by Pipin or Charlemagn, appears plainly 
to be abſurd; becauſe not one of all the Ger- 
man Hiſtorians, who wrote during the Reigns 
of choſe Kings, or for ſome time after, makes 
the leaſt Mention of thoſe Magiſtrates. Ai- 
vioinus himſelf who wrote à Hiſtory of the 
mas Atchievements and Inſtitutions of the 
Franks, down to the Reign of Lewis rhe Pibuu, 
And the Appendix, uhieh reaches as far as the 
time of Lewis the Younger; being the zyth King, 
ſpeak not one Word of theſe Peers in any place 
of their Hiſtories ; fo that till Lam hetter in- 
form d, I muſt concur in Opinion witli Ger vaſe 
of Tilbury, who. (as — age 
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which he wrote to the Emperor Otbo the IVth, 


de ori imperialibus) affirms, That this Inſtituti- 
on is firſt owing to King Arthur of Britain, 
who ruled ſome time in part of France. 
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For I ſuppoſe the Original of that Inſtitu- 
on to be this; that as in the Feudal Law ſuch are 
called, Pares curiæ beneficiarii, i. e. Equal Tenants 
by Homage of the Court, or Clientes ù uunuos, Clients 
of like holding, or Convaſſalli, Fellow Vaſſals, who 
hold their Fiefs and Bene fices from one and the 
ſame Lord and Patron; and upon that Account 
| are bound to him in Feality. and Obedience: 
juſt ſo King Artbur having acquired a new 
Principality, ſelected twelve great Men, to whom 
he diſtribuced the ſeveral. Parts and Satrapies gf 
his Kingdom, whoſe Aſſiſtance and Advice he 
made uſe of in the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment. For I cannot approve. of their 
Judgment, oo. write, that they were called 
Peters, becauſe they were Pares Regi, the King;s 
Equals; ſince their Parity has no Relation to 
the Regal Dignity, but only to that Authority 
and Dignity. they had agreed ſhould be com- 
mon among them. Their Names were theſe, 
the Dukes , Burgundy, Normandy, and Aquitain; 
the Counts of Flanders,” Tholouſe, and Champagne; 
the Ar chbiſho ps of Rheims, Laon, and Langres ; 
the - Biſhops of Beauvais, Noyon, and Chalons. 
And as the Pares Curtis, or Curiæ, in the Feadal _ 
Law, can neither he created, but by the Con- 
ſent of the Fraternity ; nor abdicated, but by 
al before their Colleagues; nor impeach'd 


* 


% r 
1 


rf any other Court of Judicature ; ſo theſe 

Peers were not bound by any Judgment or Sen- 

tence, but that of the Parliament, that is, of 

cis imaginary Council; nor could be elected in- 
St wet; Et 2 6 7-0 * A ; 3 «ve 2 ig 
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to the Society, or ejected out of it, but by their 
Fellows in Collegio. V 
Now altho' this Magiſtracy might owe its 
Original to a Foreign Prince; yet when he 
was driven out, the ſucceeding Kings finding it 
accommodated to their own Ends and Conve- 
mencies, (tis moſt probable) continued and 
made uſe of it. I he firſt Mention I find made 
of theſe Peers, was at the Inauguration of Phi- 
lip the Fair, by whom alſo (as many affirm) the 


Six Eccleſiaſtical Peers were firſt created. 


But Budzas, an extraordinary learned Man, 


calls theſe Peers by the Name of Parritians ; 


and is of opinion that they were inſtituted by 
one of our Kings, who was at the ſame time 
Emperor of Germany; becauſe, Fuſtinian ſays, 


thoſe Patres were choſen by the Emperor, quaſi 
Rei pub. patronos tutoreſque, as it were Patrons and 


Tutors of the Commonwealth. I do not reject 
this Opinion of that learned Perſon; ſuch 2 
thing being very agreeable to the Dignity of 
theſe Peert. For in the times of the later Ro- 
man Emperors, we find the Patritian dignity 
not to have been very unlike that of the Peers; 
becauſe (as Suidas aſſures us,) they were 
(partly) the Fathers of the Republick , and 
were of Council with the Emperor in all weigh- 
ty concerns, and made uſe of the fame En- 
ſigns of Authority with the Conſuls; and had 
greater honour and power than the Præfactus 
Prætorio, tho' leſs than the Conſul; as we may 


learn ex Fuſtiniani Nowells ; from Sidon. Apollin. 
Claudian ; and Caſſiadorus eſpecially. ER, 


But when the Empire was transferr'd to the 


Germans, we do not believe this Honour was 


in uſe among them. Neither is it likely, that 
none of the German Hiſtorians ſhould _ 
. we 
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J $I 4c 
made the leaſt mention of it, if any Patritians 
of that kind had been inſtituted by a German 
Emperor, who at the ſame time was King of 
Francogallia. . „„ 


Laſtly, The ſame Budæus tells us in that 


place, tho' a little doubtingly, that the like 
dignity of Peers had been made uſe of in 
other neighbouring Nations; and that in the 
Royal Commentaries, Anno 1224, tis found writ- 


ten, that a certain Gentleman of Flanders cal- 


led Foannes Nigellanus, having a Controverſy 


there, appeal'd from the Counteſs of Flanders 


n . 


to the Peers of France; having firſt taken his 


Oath that he could not expect: a fair and equal 
Fryal before: the Peers of Flanders. And when 
afterwards the Cauſe was by the Counteſs re. 
vok d to the Judgment of the Peers of Flandert, 


it was at length for certain reaſons decreed, 


that the Peers Of France ſhould take cogniſance 
of it. What the reaſons were of transferring 
that Tryal, Budæus does not tell us; which 
one verſed in the Feudal Laws ſhould never 
have omitted. But tis time to return to our 
principal buſineſs. 5 | 
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E have; as we ſuppoſe, ſufficiently ex- 
plain d what was the Eorm and Con- 
ſtitution of our Commonwealth, and how 
great the Authority of the Publick Council was 
during the Reigns of the Kings of the Mero- 
vingian Family. We muſt now procced..to 
give an Account of it under the Carlovingian 
Race.. And as well all- our own as the German 
Hiſtorians, give-us reaſon to believe that the 
very ſame Power and Authority of the Orders or 
States of the Kingdom, was kept entire. 80 
that the laſt reſort and diſpoſal of all things, 
was not lodged in Pipin, Charles or Lewis, but 
in the Regal Majeſty, The true and proper 
Seat of which was (as is above demonſtrated) 
in the Annual general Council. Of this Egui- 
narthus gives us an account, in that little Book 
we have already ſo much commended. Where, 
{peaking of what happen'd after the Death of 
Pipin, he tells us, that the Franks having ſo- 
** lemnly aſſembled their general Convention, 
did therein conſtitutelboth Pipir's Sons their 
Kings, upon this Condition, That they 
ſhould equally divide the whole Body of 
the Kingdom between them; and that 
* Charles ſhould govern that Part of it which 
| b TC ͤ ùꝝ½27⁊98- 
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« their Father Pipin had poſſeſs'd; and Carlo- 
© mamus the other Part which theirUncleCar- 
* lomannus had enjoy d, &. From whence. 
tis eaſily inferr'd, that the States of the King- 
dom ſtill retain'd in themſelves the ſame po-- 
er, Which they had always hitherto been in 
poffeſſion of (during near 300 Years) in the 
reigns of the Merovingian Kings. So that al- 
tho the deceafed King left Sons behind him, 
yet theſe came not to the Crown ſo much thro 
any right of ſucceſſion , as thro* the appointment” 
and ele&ion of the States of the Realm. Now. 
that all the other weighty affairs of the Nation 
uſed to be determined by the ſame General Coun- 
cil, Aimoinus is our witneſs, lib. 4. cap. 71. 
where. he ſpeaks of the War with the Saxons. 
*© The King (ſays he) in the beginning of the 
. 1 | 
Spring went to Nimeguen; and becauſe he 
* was. to hold a General Convention of his 
© People at a place called Paderburn, he march- 
Ed. from thence with a great Army into 
Saxony. . And again cap. 77. —-Winter being 


© Over, he held a publick Convention of his | 
ny people in a town called Paderburn, accord- g 
sing to the yearly Cuſtom, Alſo cap. 79. : 
* And meeting with his Wife in the City of = 
* Wormes, he reſolved to hold there the General f 
Council of his people. In all which places ‚ 
he ſpeaks of that Charles, who thro his warlike ö 
atchieyements had 17 the dominion of 7 
almoſt all Europe, and by the univerfal conſent”) b 
of Nations had obtained che firtiarie of che ; 
Greet t Yet, for all that it was not in His po- r 9 
| 8 Franks of their ancient Ripht and = 
Liberty. Nay, he never ſo much as eideavour d 3 


to undertake the leaſt matter of moment with- 
put the advice and awrbority of his people and no- 


bles. 


” A 
- PI 
4X a 

Tak 
— 


EN AN O GALLI A. 


bles. And there is no doubt of it, after Charles's_ 
death, Lewis his Son adminiſtred the Kingdom 
upon the ſame terms and conditions. For the 
Appendix to Aimoinus, lib. 5. cap. 10. tells us, 
that when Charles was dead, Lewis the Empe- 

zror, thro a certain kind of Foreknowledge, 
ummon'd the General Council of his people 
to meet at Doue, near the Loire. And again, 
cap. 38. Where he makes mention of the Ar- 
ticles of Peace, concluded between King Lewis 
and his Couſin Leis, ---- They ſummoned, 
* ſays he, a PLACITUM, and in that PLACI- 
*. TUM, by the Advice and Conſent of their 
* faithful Subjects, they agreed to obſerve and 
** keep the Articles which follow. In which 
Placitum it was alſo by common Conſent 
found convenient, that both Kings ſhould 
” return with. a Guard |: redirent cum ſara |] 
* &c. Alſo cap. 41. where he ſpeaks of Car- 
loman the Son of Lewis the Stammerer, “ And 
* ſo (fays he) he departed from the Normans, 
© and returned to Wormbs, where he was on 
* the Kalends of November to hold his Placiium. 
— Alſo in the following Chap! er, were he 


ſpeaks of Charles the Simple, ----- © Whoſe 
* Youth (ſays he) the great Men of France 
* thinking unfit for the Adminiſtration of. the 
Government, they held a Council.concetning 
% & me hey WED. 
But it wou'd be an infinite Labour, and in- 
deed a ſuperfluous one, to quote all the Inſtan- 
ces which might be given of this Matter; 
from what we have already produced, I think 
tis apparent to every Man, that till Charles the 
Simple'sReign, that 1s, for more than 550 Years, 
the Judgment and Determination of all the 
weighty Affairs of the Commonwealth, be- 
0 FFC Ep longed 
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longed to the great Aſſembly of the People, or (as 
we now call it) to the Convention of the Eſtates: 
And that this Inſtitution of our Anceſtors was 


107 


_ efteem'd ſacred and inviolable during ſo many 


Ages. So that I cannot forbear admiring the 


Confidence of ſome Modern Authors, who 
have had the Face to publiſh in their Writings, 


That King Pipin was the firſt to whom the In- 


ſtitution of the Publick Council is owing. Since 


Eguinarthus, Charles the Greats own Chancellor, 


-has moſt clearly proved, that it was the con- 
ſtant Practice of the whole Meroviugian Line, 
to hold every Year the Publick Convention of the 
People on the Kalends of May; and that the 
Kings were carried to that Aſſembly in a Cha- 
riot, or Waggon drawn by Oxen. 


But to come to a Matter of greater Conſe- 


quence, wherein che Prudence and Wiſdom of 
our Anceſtors does moſt clearly ſhew it ſelf. Is 
it not apparent how great and manifeſt a Di- 


ſtinction they made between the King and the 


Kingdom? For thus the Caſe ſtands. The 
King is one Principal Single Perſon; but the 
Kingdom is the whole Body of the Citizens and 
Subject. And Uljian defines him to be a 
- £5 Traytor, who is ſtirred up with a Hoſtile 
Mind againſt the Commonwealth, or againſt 
"© the Prince, And in the Saxon Laws, Tit. 3. 
tis written, Whoſoever ſhall contrive any 
thing againſt the Kingdom, or the King of 
the B ſhall loſe his Head. And again, 


+ © The King has the ſame Relation to the King- 
dom that a Father has to his Family; a Tu- 
tor to his Pupil ; a Guardian to his Ward; 2 
es Pilot to his Ship, or a General to his Army.--- | 
As therefore 2 Pupil is not appointed for the 


K 


2 
F 


fake of his Tutor, nor a Ship for the ſake of | 
Et Eo the 
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the Pilot, nor an Army for the ſake of a Ge- 


neral, but on the contrary, all theſe are made 
ſuch for the ſake of thoſe they have in charge: 
Even ſo the People is not deſigned for the ſake 
of the King; but the King is ſought out and 
inſtituted for the People's fake, For a People 


can ſubſiſt without a King, and be governed 


by its Nobility, or by it Self. But tis even im- 
poſſible to conceive a Thought of a King with- 
out à People. Let us conſider more Differences 
between them. A King as well as any private 
Perſon is a Mortal Man. A Kingdom is perpe- 
tual, and conſider' d as immortal ; as Civilians 
uſe to ſay, when they ſpeak of Corporations, 
and aggregate Bodies. A King may be a Fool 
or Madman, like our Charles VI. who gave 3- 


way his Kingdom to the Ergliſh : Neither is 
there any fort of Men more eaſily caſt down 


from a found State of Mind, through the 
Blandifhments. of unlawful Pleaſures and Luxu- 
ry. But a Kingdom has within it ſelf a perpe- 
cual and ſure Principle of Safety in the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of its Senators, and of Perſons well skill'd 


in Affairs. A King in one Battel, in one Day 


may be overcome, or taken Priſoner and. car- 


ried away Captive by the Enemy ; as it hap- 


pend to St. Lews, to King John, and to Fran- 


cis the Firſt; . But a Kingdom, though it has loſt 
its King remains entire; and immediately upon 


proper Remedies are ſoughr;hy;the chic 


ny FBS: 


ſuch a Misfortune a Convention is call d, and 


* 


Men 


of the Nation; againſf the preſent Miſchiefs: 


Which we know has been done upon like Ac- 
- cidents: A King, either through Infirmities of 
Age, r Levity of Mind, may not only be 
miſled by ſome, covetgus, rapagious or Juſtful 


+ 
LS 
* 


Counſellor.; may not only be ſeduced and de- 
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praved by debauch'd Youths of Quality, or of 
equal Age with himſelf; but may be infatuated 
by a ſilly Wench, ſo far as to deliver and fling 
up the Reins of Government wholly into her 


Power. Few Perſons, I ſuppoſe, are ignorant 


how many fad Examples we have of theſe Miſ- 
chiefs ; But a Kingdom is continually:ſupplied 
with the Wiſdom and Advice of the grave Per- 
ſons that are in it. Solomon, the wiſeſthof Man- 
kind, was in his old Age ſeduced by Harlots; Re- 
bobbam; by youngMen; Ninus, by his own Mother 
Semiramis; Prolomæus ſirnamed Auletes, by Har- 
pers and Pi pers. Our Anceſtors left to their Kings 
the Choice of their own Privy-Counſellors 
 who- might adviſe them in the Management of 
their private Affairs; but ſuch Senators as were 
to conſult in common, and take care of the 
publick Adminiſtration, and inſtruct the King 
in the Government of his Kingdom, they re- 


409 


ſerved to the Deſignation of the Public Con- 


vention. — 


In the Vear 1356: after King John had 


been taken Priſoner by the Engliſh, and car- 
ried into England, a Publick Council of the 
Kingdom was held at Pars. And when ſome 
_ of the King's Privy-Counſellors appeared at 
that Convention, they were commanded to 
leave the Aſſembly; and it was openly decla- 
red, that the Deputies of the Publick Council 
wou'd meet no more, if thoſe Privy-Counſel- 


lors ſhou'd hereafter preſume to approach that 


Sanctuary of the Kingdom. Which Inſtance 
is recorded in the Great Chronicle writ in 
"French, Vol. 2. ſub rege Fobanne, fol. 169. Nei- 
ther has there ever yet been any Age wherein 
this pen diſtinction between a Ning and a 
King dom, has not been obſerved. The King of 


the 


FrancoGALLIA. 


the Lacedemonians (as Xenophon aſſures / us) and 
the Ephori, renewed every Month a mutual Oath 
between each other; the King ſwore that he 
wou'd govern according to. the written Laws; 
and the Ephori ſwore that they wou'd preſerve 
the Royal Dignity, provided he kept his Oath: 
Cicero, in one of his Epiſtles to Brutus, writes: 
© Thou knoweft that I was always of opinion, 
© that our Commonwealth ought not only to 
be deliver d from à King, but even from King- 
* ſhip.” Scis mihi ſemper placuiſſe non Rege 
be ſolùm, ſed Regno liberari rempublicam. 
Alſo in his Third Book de Legibus — © But be- 
« cauſe a Regal State in our Commonwealth, 
once indeed approved of, was aboliſh'd,” riot 
< ſo much upon the account of the Faults of 
*" a Kingly Government, as of the Kings who 
governed; it may ſeem that only the Name 
» of a King was then aboliſh'd, e. ot x 
| 3 b 3 „ ; YC 
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Of the Capevingian Race, and the 
© Manner of its obtaining the Kmg- 
dum of Francogallia. Pee 


1 T has been already ſhewn, that the King- 
4 dom of Francogallia continued in Three Fa- 
milies only, during One Thouſand Two Hun- 
_ dred Years. Whereof the firſt was called the A4 
rovingian Family. The ſecond, the Carlowingian, 
from the Names of their Founders or Begin- 
ners. For altho ( as we have often told you. Z 
| : ” Rs 
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the Succeſſion to the Kingdom was not confer- 


red as a Hereditar "Right, but according to the 
Appointment the General | Council; yet the 


Franks were ſo fat willing to retain the Cuſtom 


of their Progenitors the Germans, (who-as Ta- 
entut tells us, chuſe' their Kings for their Nobility, 
and their Generals for their Valour) that for the 
moſt part they elected ſuch Kings as were of 
the Blood Royal, and had deen 


dren, or ſome other Degree of Kindred tothe 
A ene e e ee 
But in tlie Year 987, after the Death of 
Lews the Fifth, who was the 3 Tft King of 
Francogallia,” and the 12th of the Carlovingian 
Line, there hapned a Migration or Tranſla- 
tion of the Royal Scepter, and a Change of 
the Kingdom. For when there remained no 
Perſon alive of the former Family but Charles 
Due of Lorrain, Uncle to the deceaſed King, 
to whom the Succeſſion to the Kingdom, bi 


ancient Cuſtom ſeem'd to be due; there aroſe 


up one Hugh Capet, Nephew to Hauvida, Siſtet 
tõ the Emperor-O#ho the Firſt,'and Son to Hugh 
Earl of Paris; a'Man of great Reputation or 
Valour, who alledged, that he being preſent 
upon the place, and having deſerved extraor- 
dinary well of his Country, ought to be pre- 
ferr'd to a Stranger, who was abſent. For 
there having hapned ſome Controverſies be- 
tween the Empire of Germany, and the King- 
dom of France; Charles upon ' occaſion had 
Thewn himſelf partial for the Empire againſt 
France, and upon that fcore had loft the Af- 
fections of moſt of the French. Whereupon 
Charles having rais'd an Army, made an Irru 
tion into France, and took ſeveral Cities by 


compo- 


| ucated in A - 
Regal Manner, whether they were the CHIEF 


- | 
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compoſition. Capet relying on the Friendſhi 
of — 5 5 


and Favour. e Francogallican Nobles, got 
together what Forces he cou'd, and went to 
meet him at Laon, a Town in the Borders 
Champagne ;, and not long after a bloody Ba 


Was fought between them, wherein Capet was 


routed, and forced to fly into the innermo 

Parts of France; where he began again to raiſe 
Men in order to renew the War. In the mean 
time Charles having diſmiſs'd his Army, kept 


_ himſelf quiet in the Town of Laon with his 


Wife; but the Lear following he was on 2 
ſudden ſurrounded by ue, WhO belieg'd the 
Town with a great Army. 

There was in the 3 one 1 Biſhop 
of the City. Capet found means to corrupt 


this Man by great Gifts, and Promiſes, and to 


induce him to hętray hoth the Town-and 7 
King into his hands; Whichzwas according 
done; And thus having obtained both the C 

and the Victory, he ſent Charles and DNL 
Priſoners to Orleans; where he ſet ſtri& Guards 
over them. The King having been two, 

in Priſon, had two Sons born to him here 


Laus and Charles; but not long after they” 
died. So that Capet being now Maſter of _ 


whole Kingdom, of France without. diſpute or 
trouble, aſſociated his Son Robert, with him. in 
the Throne, and took care to get him declared 
his Succeſſor. Thus the Dignity and Memory 
of tlie Carlovingian Family came to an End, the 
237th Year after the firſt beginning of their 
Reign. And this Hiſtory is recorded by Sige- 
bert in Elon. Ann. 987. as well As: che LENO 
lib. 5 12 5 45. e 


on We 
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We muſt not omit making ment: on of the 
cunning device made uſe of by Hugb Capet, for 
eſtabliſhing himſelf in his new Dominion: For 
whereas all the Magiſtracies and Honours of 
the Kingdom, ſuch as Dukedoms, Earldoms, &c. 
had been hitherto from ancient Times con- 
ferr d upon ſelect and deſerving Perſons in the 
General Conventions of the People, and were 
held only during good behaviour; whereof (as 
the Lawyers expreſs it) they were but Benefi- 
ciaries; Hugh Capet, in order to ſecure to him- 
ſelf the Affections of the Great Men, was the 
firſt that made thoſe Honours perpetual, which 
formerly were but temporary; and ordained, that 
ſuch as obtained them ſhou'd have a hereditary, 
Right in them, and might leave them to their 
Children and Poſterity in like manner as their 
other Eſtates. Of this, fee Franciſcm Conanus 
the Civilian, Comment. 2. Cap. 9. By which 
notorious Fact, tis plain, that a great Branch 
of the Public Countil s Authority was torn a- 
way; which however (toſany Man who ſe- 
riouſly conſiders the Circumſtances of thoſe, 
nds ) ſeems impoſſible to have been effected 
by him alone, without the Conſent of that 
G mat Conni idſelf 1 % erg dA H 
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- ART wan eit pi Hola ae 
| Of the uninterripted Authority of the 
Publick Council diu ing the Cape- 


* 


vingian Race. 


E may learn out of Froifſard, Monſtrellet, 

| Gaguinm, Commines, Gillizs, and all the 
other Hiſtorians who have written concerning 
theſe Times, that the Authority of the Pub- 
lick Council was little or nothing leſs in the 
time of the Capevingian Family, than it had been 


during the two former Races. But becauſe it 
wou'd be too troubleſome, and almoſt an in- 


finite labour to quote every inſtance: of this 
nature, we ſhall only-chuſe ſome few of the 


moſt remarkable Examples out of a vaſt num- 
ber which we might produce. 3 


And the firſt ſhall be, what hapned in the 
Year 1328. When Charles the Fair dying with- 
out Iſſue Male, and leaving a Poſthumous 
Daughter behind him; Edward King of Eng- 
land, and Son to IJſabeila, Siſter of Charles, claim- 
ed the Kingdom of Fance as belonging to him 
of Right. Now there cou'd be no tryal of 
greater importance, nor more illuſtrious , 
brought before the Publick Council, than a Con- 
troverſy of this kind. And becauſe it was de- 


cided there, and both Kings did ſubmit them- | 
ſelves to the Judgment and Determination of 


the Council, tis an irrefragable Argument, 
that the Authority of the Council was greater than 
that of both Kings. This Fact is recorded not 
only by all our own Hiſterians, but by . 


« fr A . 61 _ * 1 
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Virgil, an Engliſh Writer, Hiſtor. lib. 19. More- 
over, that great Lawyer Fapniu, Arreſtonunr, 


lib. 4. cap 1. has left it on Record, (grounded, 
no doubt, upon ſufficient Authorities, That 


both Kings were preſent at that Comet," 


* when the Matter was almoſt brought to an 


open — - by the Advice of the Noble, 
A General Convention of the People and States 


* was ſummon d: and the Pate of the Majority 
was, that the Kinſman, by the Father's fide; 
© ought. to have the preference; and that the 
<* Cuſtody of the Queen, then great with Child, 
* ſhou'd be given to YValos; to whom alſo the 
Kingdom was 44judged and dereed in cafe She 
brought forth a Daughter. Which Hiſtory 
Froiſſard, Vol. I. Cap. 22. | Paponius Arreſt. lib. 4. 
cap. I. Art. 2. and Gaguinus in Philippe: Valeſio, 
U /§ô§«ôͤO w.! d2 . 201i 207 

The Year 1356, furniſhes us with another 
Example; at which time King Fob» was de- 
feated by the Engliſh at Poictiers; taken Priſo- 
ner, and carried into England. After ſo 


<* great 2 Calamity, the only hopes left were 


in the Authority of the Great Council; there - 
fore immediately a Parliament was Sum- 
© mond to meet at Para. And altho' King 
Jobns three Sons, Charles, Lews and Fohn, 
5 ere at hand, the eldeſt of which Was of 
. Competent Age to govern; yet other Men 

- were.choſen , to wit, tyelue approved Perſons 
_ E&: out of each Order of the States, to whom the 
* Management of che Kingdom's Affairs was 
* intruſted ; and there it was decreed, that an 
© Embaſly ſhou'd be ſent into England to treat 


| © of Peace with the Engliſh. Froiſſard, Vol. 1. 
cap. 170. | Foarnes Buchettus, lib. 4. fol. 118. 


Nich. Gillis in Chron. Regs. Joannis are our 
Authors, pg "M 
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the laſt Will and Teſtament of Charles the Fifth, 
Sirnamed the Wiſe,” was produced: By which 
Will he had appointed his Wife's: Brother, Phi- 
lip Duke of Bourbon, to be Guardian to his Sons, 
and Zews Duke of Anjou his'own Brother, to 
be Adminiſtrator of the Kingdom, till ſuch 
time as his Son Charles ſhou'd come of Age. 
But notwithſtanding this, a Great Council was 
held at Pars, wherein (after declaring the Te- 
ſtament to be void and null) it was decreed, 
that the Adminiſtration of the Kingdom ſhoud 
be committed to Lewe, the Boy's Unckle : 
Bar upon this Condition, that he ſhould be ruled 
and governed in that Adminiſtration, by the Ad- 
vice of certain Perſons named and approv'd by the 
* Council. The Education and Tutelage of 
the Child was left to Bourbon; and at the ſame 
time a Law was made, that the Heir of the 
Kingdom ſhou'd be crown'd as ſoon as he 


ſhou d be full 14 years old, and receive the Ho- 


mage and Oath of Fidelity from his Subjects. 
Froiſſard, Vol. 2. cap. 60. Buchert, lib. 4. fol. 124. 


Chro. Brit. Cap. 


A 4th Example we have in the Year 1392; 
at which time the ſame Charles the Sixth was ta- 
ken with a ſudden Diſtraction or Madneſs, and 
was convey d firſt to Mans, and afterwards to 
Paris; and there a General Council was held, 
wherein it was decreed. by the. Authority of the 
States, that the Adminiſtrati-n of the Kingdom 


| ſhou'd be committed to the Dukes of. Aquitair 


5- Neither muſt we omit what Paponius (Areſt. 
lib. 5. tit. 10. Art. 4.) teſtifies to have been decla- 


and Burgundy, — Froiſſard, Vol. 4. cap. 44. is 


red by the Parliament at Para, within the com- 
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paſs of almoſt our own Memories, when Francs 
the Firſt had a mind to alienate part ef his Do- 
minions ; viz. © That all Alienations of that 
kind, made by any of his Predeceſſors, were 
void and null in themſelves 5- upon this very 
account, that they were done without the Au- 
r thority of the Great Council, and of "the Three 
* Eftates, as he calls them. 
A 6tb Example we have in the Year T4536; 
when Pbilip Duke of Burgundy, and Hanfred 
[Dux Cloceſtriæ] were at mortal Enmity with 
each other, to the great detriment of the Com- 
monwealth; and it was at laſt agreed between 
them to determine their quarrel by ſingle com- 
bat: For in that Contention the Great Council 
interpoſed its Authority, and decreed that both 
ſnot'd lay down their Arms, and fubmit to 
have their Controverſies judicially tryed before 
the Council, rather than diſputed with the Sword, 
Which Hiſtory is related at large by Paradinus, 
in Chron. Burgund. lib. 3. Anno 1426. 
A 5th Example hapned in the Year 1484, 
when Lewa the Eleventh dying, and leaving his 
Son Charles, a Boy of 13 years old; a Council 
was held at Tours, wherein twas decreed, The 
Education of the Boy ſhou d be committed 
to Anne, the King's Siſter; but the Admini- 
ſtration of the Kingdom ſhou d be intruſted 
to certain Perſons Elected and approved by i bat 
Council; notwithſtanding Lem, Duke of Orleans, 
the next Kinſman by the Father's fide; demand: 
ed it as his Right. A Teſtimony of whüch 
eil, printed at Pars; and in Foaunes Buchet un 
4th Book; „ ˙ yo tft 7 
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FHE Power and Authority of the Council and 
the Efates aſſembled, appears by the fore- 
— army to have been very greats 
and indeed ( as it were) Sacred. But becauſe 
wie are now giving Examples of this Power, we 
will not omit a ſignal Inſtance of the Antbority 
of this & ouncil, which interpoſed itiſelf in the 
Memory of our Fathers againſt Les the Ele- 
wenth, who was -reputed more crafty and cun- 


ning than any of the Kings that had ever been 


before him. . ret arbor Arodetd 
In the Near 1460, when this Lewis: governed 
the Kingdom in ſuch a manner, that in many 


caſes the Duty of à good Prince, and a Lover 


of his Country, was wanting; the People be- 
gan to deſire the Aſſiſtance and Authority of the 
Great Council, that ſome care might tlierein be 
taken of the Publick Welfare; and becauſe it 
was ſuſpected the King wou'd not ſubmit him- 
ſelf to it, the Great en of the Kingdom (ſtir- 
red up by the daily Complaints and Sollicitati- 
ons of the Commons, reſolv'd to gather For- 
ff 'ces, and raiſe an Army; that (as Philip de 
Comines expreſſes it ) they might provide for 
the Public Good, and expoſe the King's 
. wicked Adminiſtration of the Common- 
** wealth. They therefore agreed to be ready 
Ning th with a good Army, that in caſe the 


King ſhoud prove reftactory, and refuſe to 


follow 
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follow good Advice, they might compel him by 
Force: For which reaſon that War was faid to 


have been undertaken for the Publick Good, 


and was commonly called the War du bien pub. 
lic. Commines, Gillins,. and Lamarc, have re- 
corded the Names of thoſe Great Men who 
* werethe principal Leaders, the Duke of Bour- 


bon, the Duke of Berry, the King's Brother; 


2 the Counts of Dunou, Nevers, Armagnac, and 
2 Albret, and the Duke of Cbarolois, who was the 
= Perſon moſt concern d in what related to the 
4 Government. | Wherever they marched, they 
. cauſed-ir to be proclaimed, that their Un- 
dertakings were only deſign d for the Publick 

Good; they publiſhed: Freedom from Taxes 
3 and Tributes, and ſent Ambaſſadors with 
Letters to the Parliament at Paru, to the Ec- 
** clefiaſticks, and to this Rector of che Uni- 
© verſity, deſiring chem not to ſuſpect or ima- 
* gine thoſe Forces were rais'd for the King's 
©*:deftrucion, but only to reclaim. him, and 
© thake perform the Office of a Good King, 
as the preſent Neceſſities of the Pablick re- 
A quiredi Theſe are Gillius 's Words, lib. 4. 

Ls ens i no tak an ie 
1 The Annals intituled the Chronicles of 
Btabis as Eleventh, Printed at Paris by Galliottus, 
fol. 270 have theſe Words. 8 The firſt and 
©: chitfeſtivf their demands Was, That à Con- 


<<. vention of the Three States: ſhou d he held; be- 


if cauſec in all: Ages it had been found to he the: aniy 
7 t Remedy: r all Exils and Fo la alway 1 
5 — — force ſu > thee hore $74 
Again, Pag. 28. An Aſſembly was, called on 
bo, purpoſe. - hear the Ambaſſadors of the Great 
was qo met on the 24th; day in the Town- 

ouſe at Paris; at which were preſent ſome 
2 K 4 ** Choſen 


cc 
cc 


% 


11% 
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* „ Choſen Men of the Maher, of the Par- 
e Hament, and of the Magiſtrates. The An- 
wer gi wen the'Ambaſſadors; was, That what 
they e ws hoof icantaccardingly 
nA Council of the Thiee-Effates was fummon'd.-- 

Theſ&ar6 the Words of that Hiſtorian. From 

whence the Old Saying of Alartas Antonius ap- 


| = to be moſt true. Er omnes moleſtæ 


mper ſeditiones ſunt, juſtas tamen eſſe non- 

&- Rs SE prop neeeſfarias : eas vero juſtiſſi- 

Ae maximeque neceſſarias videri, cum po- 

nls Tyranni ſævitia oppreſſus auxilium 4 

by | :giritto Civium oonventu implorat. Al- 

4 tho! all: forts of Seditions are trouble ſome, 

*< yet ſome of them ate juſt, and in a manner 
. beceffary; but thoſe ate extraordinaiy juſt 


„ And neceffary, which are — 


«< 'the=Pedple -oppref#@ by the Crueley of a 
£6: Tyrant, impleres the iſtance of a ul 


F -Cenvention.- eri 0215V/-29242{ pions nig 
th Gafuitnus," 41144 Eife of Lewis the Eleventh, 


pag. 265. gives us (Charles tlie Duke of Bur- 
54s" Anſwer eo chat Kings Ambaſſadors. 
F5. Chants (ſays he) Reard the Ambaſſadors pa- 
" tiently, but made Anſwer, That he knew. no 
60 method ſo per to reſtore a fim Peate, at 
S time when tech great Animoſities,' and ſoò 
dean) iforders d che War were vo lbe com- 
le das. 8 Nen "the bree Eſtates. 
When Chen he Ambaſſadors bad by. Spe: 
Secial Meſſengers communicated 10 King 
Lewa he hoping to gain his Poifit by De- 
avs, ſummomd the Gre Cbunril to 2 0 


2 e on the Ralends of April rs; and 
inted time for the Comventhe — 
all Parts of the Vingdom, Ge f 


The 
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The ſame paſſage, and in almoſt the ſame 
words, 1s recorded in the Book of Annals, fol. 
64. and in the Great Chronicle, Vol. 4. fol. 242. 
where theſe very remarkable Words are further 
added. In that Council it was appointed, 
that certain approved Men ſnou d be choſen 
out of each of the Efates, who ſhou'd eſtabliſh 
the Commonwealth, and take care that Right 
and Juſtice ſhou'd be done. But Gillius in 
_ ©: the place above-mention'd ſays: After the 
© Battel at Montlebery; many well- affected and 
K* prudent Men were elected to be G uardians | 
of the Publick Good, according as it had been 
E .4greed upon between the King and the Nobles; 

J among whom the Count of Dunes. was the 

Prineipal, as having been the chief Promoter 
©, of that Riſing: = For it had grown into 


cuſtom after the Wealth of the Eccleſiaſticłs was 
exceſſkvely increas d, ito: divide the Pepp's into 
three Orders or Claſſes, whereof the Eecleſiaſticł 
made one; and when thoſe Curators of the Com- 
mummtulth were choſen; twelve Perſons were 
taken ot of each Order. So that it was en- 


ö ſhou'd be cteated, with Power, by | 
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py quiring into the and Miſchiefs 
_ which the — — red: and to 
PPY vg nm to all: And the King gave 

5 5 romiſe in verbo Regu, That whatſoeyer 
15 4 {hoſe 36 Men ſhou'd appoint to be done, he 
* wou'd ratify and confirm. | 

| Oliver de la Marck, a Flemming, in his Hiſtory J 
cap.. 35. writes the ſame thing, and mentions 
the ics number of 36 Guardians. or Carators 
of the Commonwealth. And he farther adds; 
© That becauſe the King did not ſtand to his 
* Promiſe, but violated his Faith, and the ſolemn 
„ Oath which he had publickly ſworn; 2 moſt 
* cruel War was kindled in Francogallia, which 


_ © ſet it all in a Flame, and continued near 13 


5 * years. Thus that King's Perjury was pu- 


'd both 


* ple's D Deſti | 5 
Upon che whole matter tis: ar rg [that "is 


o_ ts + Infamy, and o Peo- 


not yet 2 hundred ears com eat, ſince che Li- 


ba of Frawcops lia, and the e eee ol its 


annual General Council, flouriſh'd in full v 's 
and exerted themſelves againſt à King of:ripe 
Years, and great Underſtanding ; for — Was 
above 40 Years old, and of ſuch. * 
none of our Kings have equall'd 80 that 
we may eaſily perceive chat our Commonwealth; 
which at firſt was founded and eftabliſh'd u —_ 
Principles , Liberty. maintained it ſelf in the 
fame free and ſacred State, (even by Force and 
Arms) againſt all the Power of en for 
more than Eleven hundred years. web 
I cannot omit the great . 
which that moſt noble Gentleman and accom- 
pliſn'd Hiftorian — Comines, gives of this 
Tranſaaton:; who i in his th Boe and 48th 


e e gives. this account of ing . 
\ W1 


* To 
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will tranſcribe word for word. 4 Rut to 
% proceed: Is there in all the World any King 
g Or Prince, Who has a Right of impoſing 2 
Tax upon his People (tho it were but to 
4. che value of one Farthing ) without their 
4 den Will and Conſent? Unleſs he will 
. make uſe of Violence, and a Tyrannical 
«c Power, he cannot. But ſome will ay there 
d may happen an Exigence, when the Great 
i Council of the People cannot be waited for, the 
© buſineſs admitting of no delay; Tam fure, 
© in che undertaking of a War, There is no 
. need of ſuch baſt; one has ſufficient leiſure 
to think leiſurely of that matter. And this 
„ dare affirm, that when Kings and Princes 
undertake 2 War with the conſent of their 
Subjects, they are both much more power- 
ful, and more formidable to their Enemies. 
It becomes a King of France leaſt of any int 
— — in the World, to make uſe of ſuch ex- [1 
preſſions as this.---- I have a power of rai fing as ii 
„ predt Taxes as T pleaſe on my Subjectir; -- for nei- it 
. cher de nor an) other, has ſach a Power z | | 
and thoſe Courtiers who uſe ſuch exprefli- | | 
% Ons. do their King no honour, nor increaſg 
his reputation with Foreign Nations; but on 
_ * h@'contrary, create a fear and dread of him 
among all his Neighbours, who will not up- 
on any terms ſubject themſelves to ſuch a 
fort of Government. But if our King, or 
s fuck as have à mind to mag ify his Power, 
* wou'd ſay thus; I have ſuch obedient and 
loving Subjects, chat they will deny me no- 1 
"thing in reaſon; or, there is no Prince that | 
* has a People more willing to forget the 
ce hardſhips thay undergo ; this indeed wou'd 
be be a Speech thar wou'd do him honour, and 


* give 


* 
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© give him reputation. But ſuch words as 

theſe, do not become a King; 3 
ec 

4 77 75 e mind to; ; and Ibave a power er of ta-' 
&: it, which I intend to keep. Charles the 
1 5 never uſed ſuch Expreſſions, neither 
indeed did I ever hear any of our Kings 
ſpeak ſuch a word; but only ſome of their 
ers and Com anions, who thought 
« Minit they did their Maſters ſervice: But, 
in my opinion, they did them a great deal 
* of injury, and ſpokè thoſe words purely our 
of. flattery,. not conſidering what they ſaid. 
„ And a8 a further Argument of the gentle 
2 Helen of the French, let us but conſider 
that Convention of the Three Eſtates held at 
© Tours, Anno 1484. after the deceaſe of our 
© King Lews the Eleventb: About that time 
. the wholſome Inſtitution of the Convention of 
oy the Three Eſtates began to be thought a dan- 
© gerous thing; and there were ſome inconſi- 
4 derable fellows who faid Fon, and often 
< fince, chat it was High · Treaſon to make fo 
© much as, mention of Convocating the States, 


* +; becauſe i it. tended to ei en and diminiſh the 


King s Authority ; but it was they themſelves 
who 11 24 of. High-Treaſon againſt. God, 3 
3 nd. the Commonwealth. . Neither do 
775 fuck like pry turn to the benefit of any 
perſons, but ſuch as have got great Honours 
& 

4 OT Employments without any merit of their 
Z Own ; and have learnt how to flatter and 
* © ſooth, and talk impertinently; and who fear 
i all great 3 leſt 1 there 5 and of 
appear in their proper ee and have a 

e ase F ee 
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Whether Women are not as much de- 
barr d(by theFrancogallicanLaw) 
from the Adminiſtration, as from 


_ The Inheritance of the Kingdom. * 


x £'+ 


Ws H E preſent Diſpute being about the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom, and the chief 
Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, we have 
thought fit not to omit this Queſtion: Whe⸗ 
ther Women are not as much debarr'd from the 
Adminiſtration, as from the Hnheritance of the 
Kingdom? And in the firſt place we openly 
declare, that tis none of our intention to ar- 
gue for or againſt the Roman Cuſtoms or Laws, 
or thoſe of any other Nation, but only of the 
Inſtitutions of this our on Francogallia. For 
as on the one hand tis notorious to all the 
World, that by the Roman Inſtitutions, Nomen 
were always under Guardianſhip, and excluded 
from intermeddling, either in publick or private 
Affairs, by reaſon of the weakneſs of their Judg- 
ment: So on the other, Women (by ancient 
Cuſtom) obtain the fupreme Command in ſome 
Countries. The Britains (ſays Tacitus in his 
Lite of Agricola) make no, diſtinction of Senes 
© in Government. Thus much being premifed, 
and our Proteſtation being clearly and plainly 
propoſed, we will now return to the Queſtion. 
And as the Examples of ſome former times 
ſeem to make for the Aﬀirmative, wherein the 
Kingdom of Francogallia has been adminiſtred 


by 
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by Queens, eſpecially by Widows and Queen- 
1 So on * 0 eee the reaſon of 
the Argument uſed in Difputarions, is clearly 
.apainſt it. For She, who cannot be Queen in 

| her own Right, can never have any Power of 

| Governing in another's Right : But here a Wo- 
q man cannor Reign in her own Right, nor can 
the Inheritance of the Crown fall to her, or 
any of her Deſcendants ; and if they be ſtiled 
Queens, tis only accidentally ; as they are Wives 
to the Kings their Hwbands, Which we have 
prov! _—_ of Records for tWelve hundred years 


Jo this may be added (Which we have like- 
wiſe prov'd') that not only che ſole Power of 
Creating and Abdicating their Kings, but alſo 
the Right of electing Guardians and Admini ſtra- 
ror of the Commonwealth, was lodged in the 
ſame Pablick Council. Nay, and after the Kings 
were created, the ſupreme Power of the Ad- 
miniſtration was retained ſtill by the ſams 
Coumcil. And tis not yet full a hundred years 
ſince 36 Guardians of the Commonwealth were 
Epbori : and this during the Reign of Leu the 
Eleventh, as craſty and cunning as he Was. If . 
we ſeek for Authorities and Examples from our 
Anceftors, we may find ſeveral; there is a re- 
markable one in Aimoimm, lib. 4. cap. 1. Where 
ſpeaking of Queen Brunachild, Mother to young 

Cbildebert; © The Nobility of France (ſays he) 
* underſtanding that Branechild deſigned to 
keep the chief Management of the King- 
*. dom in her own hands; and having always 

_ © chitherto, for ſo long a time diſdained to b 
© ſubject to x'Female Domination, did, G. 
And indeed it has ſo hapned in che days of out = 
* | Anceſtorsg., | 
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Anceſtors, that whenever Women got into 
their hands the Procuration of the Kingdom, 


they have been always the occaſion of wonder- 


ful Tragedies: Of which it will not be amiſs 
to give ſome Examples. Queen Crotildu, Mo- 
ther of the two Kings, Cbildebert and Clotar ius, 
got once the Power into her hands; and being 
extravagantly fond of the Sons of Clodomer, 
(another of her Sons then dead) occaſion d a 
great deal of Contention, hy her endeavouring 
to exclude her Sons, and promote theſe Grand- 
ſons to the Regal Dignity; and upon that ſcore 
She nouriſhed their large Heads of Hair with the 
greateſt care and diligence imaginable, accord- 
ing to that ancient Cuſtom of the Kings of the 
Franks, which we have before given an account 

of. The two Kings (as ſoon as they under- 
ſtood it) preſently ſent one Archaius, who 
preſenting her with a naked Sword and a pair 
of Shears, gave her her choice which of the 
two She had rather ſhou'd be applied to the 
Boy's Heads. But She (ſays Gregem of Tours) 
being enraged with Choler, eſpecially when 
She beheld the naked Sword and the Sciſſars, 
anſwer d with a great deal of Bitterneſs ---- 


. ©- Since: they cannot be advanced to the King- 
dom, I had rather ſee them dead than ſha ven- 


And thereupon both her Grandſons were be- 
headed in her Preſence. The ſame Gregory, 
lib. 3. cap. 18. ſubjoyns-—-- * This Queen, by 
her Liberalities and Gifts conferr'd upon 
Monaſteries, got the Affections, Pleb &. 
g -wulgz,- of the Common People and Mob: 
Date frenos ( ſays Cato.) impotenti nature, 

s indomito animali, & fperate ipſas modum licentiæ 
factur. Give Bridles to their unruly Na- 
5 tures, and curb the untamed Animal ; and 


** Then - 
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, then you may hope they ' ſhall ſet ſome 
" Bounds to their Licentiouſneſs. What an 
unbridled Animal and profligate Wretch was 
that Daughter of King Theodorick, by Birth an 
Italian; who being mad in Love with one of 
her Domeſticks, and knowing him to have 
been kid by her Mother's Orders, feigned a 
thorough Reconciliation, and deſir'd in token 
of it to receive the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper with her Mother; but privately 
mixing ſome Poyſon in the Chalice, She at 
once gave the ſtrangeſt inſtance both of Im- 
piety and Cruelty in thus eee her own 
Mother. The account given of it by Gregory 
of Tours is this: © They were (ſays he) of 
ce the Arrian Sect, and becauſe tis their Cuſtom 
that the Royal Family ſhou'd communicate 
at the Altar out of one Chalice, and People. 
of inferior quality out of another. (By the 
way, pray take notice of the Cuſtom of. Communi- 
cating in both kinds by the People.) She Uropp'd 
* Poylon into that Chalice, out of which her 
* Mother was to communicate; which as 
© ſoon as ſhe had taſted of it, kill'd her pre- 
© ſently ------ Fedegunda, a Queen Moiber, and 
Widow of Chilperick the Firſt, got the Govern- 


ment into her hands; She, in her Husband's 


time, lived in Adultery with one Lander; and 
as ſoon as ſhe found out that her Husband Chil. 
perick had got wind of it, ſhe had him mur- 
dered, and preſently ſeized upon the Admini- 


tration of the Kingdom as Queen-Mother, 


and Guardian of her Son Clotharius, and kept 
poſſeſſion of it for 13 years; in the firſt place 


| the poyſon'd her Son's Uncle Childebert, toge- 
ther with his Wife; afterwards ſhe ſtirred up 
the Humns againſt his Sogs, and raifed à Civil 


War 
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War in the Republick. And laſtly, She was the 


Firebrand of all thoſe Commotions which 
waſted and burnt all Francogallia, during many 
years, as Aimoinus l us, [1ib. 3. cap. 36. & 
lib. 8. cap. 29.] : 
There ruled once in Bane: Brunechild, Wis 
dow of King Sigebert, and Mother of Childe- 
bert. This Woman had for her Adulterer a 
certain Italian, called Protadius, whom She ad- 
vanced to great Honours: She bred up her two 
Sons, Theodebert and Theodori E, in ſuch a wicked 
and profligate courſe of life, that at laſt they 
became at mortal Exmity with each other: 
And after having had long Wars, fought a cruel 
ſingle Combat. She kill'd with her Own hands 
her Grandſon Meroveus, the Son of Theodebert 
She oyſoned her Son Tbeodorick: What nnd 
ay more? Date franos (as Cato ſays.) im- 
— naturæ, & indomito animali ; & ſperate illas 
moduim litent i fatturas. She was the occaſion o 
the Death of Ten of the Royal Family: And when 
a certain Biſhop reproved her, and exhorted 
her to amend her Life, She cauſed. hini to be. 
thrown into the River.. At laſt; a Great Cauncil 
of the Franks being ſummoned, She wangen | 
and condemned, and. drawn in BEGY y wild 
Horſes, being — limb from limb. le Re- 


cap. 39.] and ¶ lib. 9. cap. 201} And Ado car 6. } 

Otto Friſmg..| Chron. 5. cap. 7.] Godfridus Viter= 
bienſis {to hoon: parte I6. ] & Aimoinus [lib. 4. 
cap. 1. J Alſo the Appendix of Gregory, of. Tours, 

15 11. ] whoſe Wards are theſe Having. 
Len by her of being the Occaſion of the Death of 

« Ten Kings of the Franks; to wit, of ap <9 | 

ce Meroveus, and bu Father Chilperick ; Theo- 


«© debert, and hu Son Clothair; Meroveus, the 


& Son of Clothair; ; Theodorick; and bis t ret 
| 'E e | 
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2 "Children, which had been newly killed, they or- 
. -der'd hey #6 be placed upon a Camel, and to be tor- 

c tured 29ith divers forts of Tormenss, and ſo to be 
carried about all the Army; afterwards to be tied 
15 4 the Hair of the Head, one Leg and one Arm to 
a Wild Horſes Tail ; by which being kick d, and 

5 fifty dogg'd about, She Was torn Li from 


Ins Limb. 


Let us inſtance in ſome others: . PleBirudis 
dor d Scene into her hands; 2 Widow 


Rot of che King, but of Pipin, who ruled the 


Kingdom whilſt Dagobert the Second bore the 
empty Title of King. This Plectrad having 
been Ae bded by her Husband Pipin, becauſe 


of her man Ae and flagitious Courſe 


of Hfe; as ſoon as her Husband was dead, pro- 


ved ehe Incendiary of many Seditions in France. 


She compell'd that gallant Nan Charles Meriel, 
Mayor of the Palace, to quit his Employment, 
and in his place put one Theobald, à moſt vile 
and wicked Wretch; and at laſt She raiſed a 


moſt gxie vous Civil War among the Frenks, 
who in divers Battels diſcomſited each other 
N 8 Slaughters. Thus, ſays Ai- 


46 50. & cap. ſequen.] Alſo | 
Ne Author off oy Book called, The State of the 
Kingdom of France under Dagobert the Second, 
has*theſe Words: ben the Pranks ere no 
1 © Joyger able 10 bear the Fury and Madnſ of Plec- 
* trude, and ſaw no thopes of 'Redreſi.:from\ King 
Dagobert, they elecked ane Daniel for their King, 
*2ho farmerly bad been a Monk) and called him 


« Chilperick. e Story we have once be- 


fore told Wu. 
But let us proceed. The Queen-Mother of 


Cbarles the Bald, ( whoſe: Name was Juli) 

and Wife of Less rhe Piout, who had not _ 

1 * of * but 9 of ſta + 
"> ol 
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„got the Government into her 
Pn ig "he Woman ſtirred up a moſt =p 
and fatal War between King Levs: and . 
Sons, (her Sons in Lay) from whence} aro! = 
ſo great a Conſpiracy, chat. chey conſtrained | 7 
their Father to Abdicate the Gover it; | | 
give up che Power into their Hands, 0 0158 
great detriment of ee all Europe: The, | 
of: which, Mifchiefs, our Hiſtorians do ps 4 = 
mouſly. attribute, for the moſt patt, to Queen — 
. in a particular manner: 2 Authors 
Þ this Hiſtory are the Apt of Unpergy 46 
nel Rixi ids and Otto Frijng.,; Lene + on 2270 
5 Leus (ſays, this laſt), by:ireaſon; f 
Deeds of bus Wife Judith, aas driwen out «fb 
22 Kingdom. Allo Rbeg ino ia Chron, ann. x 33 
Lewis (ſays he) 145 deprized uff be 4 
— « by his Subjects; and being fidyred 1 dle Condition 
<< Of a priwate Aan, 2 dart inte Hriſom and. ehe 
| © ſole (Government of the King dum: by the Eledb ion of 
4 the Franks; m, conferr'd upon Lotharius lr 
i, Son. And vis Depriuation of, Lewis unt a, 
E ſiom d principally. bebe Poredams of 
. is Hl Audit. ge, e, ang 
Some Ages an Queen 584 A Sponifh 
Woman, a 1225 Mother to St, Lewis, ruled the 
as She had ſeized the Helm of 5 
88 Nobility of ance began to 
take up Arms under the Conduct of Philip Earl 
of Bologn, the King $: Uncle, crying Out (as 
that excellent Author Joannes Jonvillæus writes) 
Biſtor. „ Fbat it ws not to he endured 
* that. ſo. great a Kingdom: aan A be governed by 
« Woman, and She a Stranger. Whereupon th 
Nobles rejecting Blench, choſe: Eyrl Philip to be 
Adminiſtrator of the Kingdom: But Blandb 
fiſting in her purpoſe, ſollicire4 Succors 


. from all Parts, and at laſt determined to con- 
. L 2 clude 


\ * 
23 woe 
„ * * 
4 
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* 
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clude a League with Ferdinand King of Spain: 
With Philip joyned the Duke of Hrittauy, and the 
Count de Evrenx his Brother. Theſe, on a ſud- 
den, ſeized 6hifome Towns, and put good Ga- 
riforis into mem. And thus avgrievous War 
wis begun in France, becauſe the Adminiſtra- 


Queen-Mother:' It hapned chat che King went 
C about that time to Efompes, being ſent thi- 
ther by his Mother upon account of the War: 
Tol that place xh Nohles from all Parts haſtily 
Sor together, and began to ſurround the King; 
not with an intention (as Foimwille ſays) to do 
Him any harm, but to withdraw bim from the 
Power of his Mether: Which She hearing, 
with all ſpeed armed the People of Poris, an 

Sommanded them to march towards Eſtampes. 
Searce were theſe Forces got us far as Noni le- 


Bery; when the King (getting from the No- 


les) joyned them, and returned along with 
them to Pari. As ſoon as Philip found that he 


was not provided with à ſufficient Force of 


Domeſtick Troops; he ſent for Suecours to the 
Queen of eee (who at that time had ſome = 
Controverſy depending in the Kingdom) She 

entring with a- great: Army into Champagu, 
plunder'd that Country far and near; Blanch 
However continues in her Reſolution. This 


Sotiſtrains the Nobility to call in the Engliſh 


Auxiliaries, who waſte. Aguitain and all the 
Maritime Regions; which Miſchiefs aroſe thro” 
the Ambition and unbridled Luſt of Rule of 
the Queen-Mother, as Foinvillzus tells us dt 
ler e M g 
And becauſe many of our Countrymen have 
a far different Opinion of the Life and Man- 
nets of Queen Blanch, occaſioned (as tis pro- 


bable) by the Flattery of the Writers of thoſe 


. | times < 
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times; (For all Writers, either thro? fear of 
Puniſhment, or, by reaſon of the ęſteem which» 
the Kings their Sons have in the World, are 
cautious how they write of Queen Mothers: 
I think it not amiſs to relate what Foinville 
himſelf records [ cap. 76. ] viz.' That She had 
ſo great a Command over her Son, and had 


reduced him to that degree of timidity and 


lowneſs of Spirit, that She wWou'd very ſeldom 


ſuffer the King to converſe with his Wife Mar- 


garet, (her Daughter-in-Law ) wliom She ha- 


ted. And therefore whenever the King wefit 


a Journey, She ordered che Purveyors to mark 
out different Lodgings, that the Queen might 
lie ſeparate from the King. So that the por 
King was forced to place Waiters and Door.“ 
keepers in Ambuſh whenever He went near 
his Queen; Ordering them, chat when they 
heard his Mother Blauch approach the Lodg- 
ings, they ſhou'd beat ſome Dogs, by whole” 
Cry he might have warning to hide himfelf 55 
And one day ( ſays Foinwilte When Queen 
Margart was in Labour, and the King in kind 
neſs was come to viſit her, on a ſudden Queen 
Blanch ſurprized him in her Lodgings: For al. 


tho he had been warned by the howling of the: 


Dogs, and had hid himſelf (wrapp'd up in the 
Curtains) behind the Bed; yet She found him 
out, and in the Preſence of ah the Company” 
laid hands on him, and drew him out of the” 


Chamber: Ton none” ro do here hit 


She) get out: The poor Queeny' in the mean 


time, being not able to bear the diſgrace f 

ſuch a reproof, fell into a Swoon for grief; 16+ 

that the Attendants were forced to call back the 

King to bring her to her ſelf again, by whoſe 

return She was comforted and recover'd. Foin- 

Lille tells this Story ¶ cap. hit. 76.] in almoſt 
L-3 | 


theſe ſame Words. Again, 


| "2 


| 6 
Again, Some years after this, Iabella, Widow 


- : 8 
Hiſtory. [Cap. rE. & Cap. 168. | 
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of Charles the 6th, (Sirnamed the Simple) got 
poſſeſſion of the Government: For before the 
Adminiſtration of the Publick Affairs cou'd be 
taken care of by the Great Council, or commit- 
ted by them to the Management of chaſen and 
approved Men, many ambitious Courtiers had 
ſtirr d up Contentions: Six times theſe Con- 
troverſies were renewed, and as often compo- 
{ed by agreement. At laſt Habella being driven 
out of Pars, betook her ſelf to Chartres : There, 
having taken into her Service a ſubtle Knave, 


one Philip de Morvilliers, She made up a Coun- 


cil of her own, with a Preſident, and appointed 


this, Morvilliers her Chancellor; by whoſe ad- 


vice She order'd a Broad-Seal, commonly called 
2 Chancery-Seal, to be engraven: On which 
her own Image was cut, holding her Arms 
down by her Sides: and in her Patents She 
made uſe of this preamble. © Iſabella, by the 
* Grace of God, Queen of France; who, by rea- 
* fon of the King's infirmity, bas the Adminiſtra- 


C 
F* iti0n of the Government in her Hands, &c.— 


But when the Affairs of the Commonwealth 


were reduced to that deſperate eſtate, that all 
things went to rack and ruin, She was by the 
Publick Council haniſhed to Tours, and commit- 
ted to the charge of four Tutors, ho had Or- 
ders to keep her lock d up at home, and to 
watch her ſo natrowly, that She ſhou d be able 
to do nothing; not ſo much as to write a Let- 
ter without thęir knowledge. A large Account 
of all this Tranſaction we have in Manſtrellets 
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: Of. the Juridical Parlia ments. in n 


Prance. 


| Nder the Capevingian Family there ſprung 
A up in 3 2 kind of Judicial 
Reign, | Regnum Fudiciale] of which (by rea- 
ſon of the incredible Induſtry of the Builders 


up and Promoters of it, and their unconceiva- 


ble Subtilty in all ſubſequent Ages, ) we think 
it neceſſary to ſay ſomething. A ſort of Men 
now rule every-where in France, which are 
called Lawyers by ſome, and Pleaders or Petty- 
 foggers by others: Theſe Men, about 300 years 


ago, managed their Buſineſs with ſo great Craft 
and Diligence, that they not only ſubjected 


to their Domination the Authority of the Ge- 
neral Council, ( which we ſpoke of before) but 


alto all the Princes and Nobles, and even the Re- 
gal Majeſty it ſelf : So that in whatever Towns 


the Seats of this ſame Judicial Kingdom have 
been fix d, very near the third: part of the Citi- 
zens and Inhabitants have applied themſelves 
to the Study and Diſcipline of this wrangling 
Trade, induced thereunto by the vaſt Profits 
and Rewards which attend it. Which every 
one may take notice of, even in the City of 
Paris, the Capital of the Kingdom: For who 
can be three Days in that City-without obſer- 
ving, that the third part of the Citizens are 


taken up with the Practice of that litigious and 


Pettyfogging Trade? Inſomuch, that the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of Lawyers in that City (which 
is called the Robed Parliament) is grown to ſo 
great a heighth of Wealth and Dignity, that 
e L 4 now 
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now it ſeems to be (what Fugurtha ſaid of old 
of the Roman Senate) no longer an Aſſembly of 
Counſellors, but of Kings, and Governors of Provin- 
ces. Since whoever has the fortune to be a 
Member of it, how meanly born ſoever, in a 
few years time acquires immenſe and almoſt 
Regal Riches: For this reaſon many other Ci- 
ties ſtrove with Might and Main to have the 
like Privilege of Furidical Aſſemblies: So that 
now there are ſeveral of theſe famous Parlia- 
ments, to wit, thoſe of Paris, Tholouſe, Rouen, 
Grenoble, Bourdeaux, Aix, and Dijon: All which 
are fd and ſedentary; beſides an Eighth, which 
is ambulatory and moveable, and is called the 
bbanil..d T 
- Within the limits of theſe great Furidical 
Kingdoms there are others leſſer, which we may 
call Provincial Governments, who do all they can 
to imitate the Grandeur and Magaificence' of 
their Superiors; and theſe are called Preſidial 
Courts: And ſo ſtrong is the Force and Conta- 
gion of this Diſeaſe, that a very great part of 
the French Nation ſpends its time and pains in 
Strife and Law-Suits, in promoting Contenti- 
ons and Proceſſes, juſt as of old, a great Num- 
ber of the Egyprians were employed by their 
FTyrants in building Pyramid, and other ſuch 
U eleſs Structures. 5 A „%% 5-153 
: . | 8 — in the old manner 
Co] peech uſed by Our oun en, 1 ni 
Ae e e eee e 
ny Perſons, who come from ſeveral Parts, 
and aſſemble in a certain place, that they 
may conimumicate to one another Matters 
relating to the Publick. Thus in our anci- 
ent Chronicles, whenever Princes or their Am- 
baſſadors had a Meeting to treat of We 
Truce, or other, Warlike Agreements; the Al- 
2 5 1 5 ſembly 


.. 


Council of the Eſtates was, in our old Language, 
called a Parliament. Which Aſſembly, being 
of great Authority, the Kings of the Capewin- . 
ian Race having a mind to diminiſh that Au- 
thority by little and little, ſubſtituted in its 
place a certain number of Senators, and tranſ- 
erred the Auguſt Title of a Parliament to thoſe 


ſembly ſo appointed was always called a Par- OY 
liament; and for the fame reaſon, the Public 


Senators: And gave them theſe Privileges; Firſt, 


That none of the King's Edicts ſnou' debe of 
Force, and ratified, unleſs thoſe Counſellors 
had been the Adviſers and Approvers of them. 


Next, That no Magiſtracy or Employment in 


all France, whether Civil or Military, ſhoud 
be conferr'd on any Perſon, without his be- 
ing inaugurated, and taking the Oaths in that 
Aſſembly :- Then that there ſhould be 10 liberty of 
Appeal from their Judgment, but that all their 
Decrees ſhou'd ſtand firm, and inviolable: In 


fine; whatever Power or Authority had anci- 


ently been lodged in the General Council of the 
Nation, during ſo many years together, was at 
length uſurped by that Counterfeit Council, which 
the Kings took care to fill with ſuch Perſons as 
would be moſt ſubſervient to their Ends. 
Wherefore it will be worth our while, to en- 


* 
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Francogallican Kings took the fame Pains in 
building up this litigions Trade, that the Egyptian 
Monarchs are ſaid to have done in employing 
their Subjects to build the Pyramids; among 
whom Cbemmis is recorded to have gathered to- 
gether 360000 Men to raiſe one Pyramid. 
Gaguinus, in his Hiſtory of King Hutin's Life, 
has this Paffage, — © This Lewis ordained, 
©© That the Court of Parliament ſhowd remain al 


©. and immoveable in the City of Paris, that Suitors 


© and Clients ws N not be put to the trouble of fre- 


* quent Removals. Now what ſome affirm, that 
Pipin or Charlemagn were the Authors of this 
Inſtitution, is very abſurd, as we ſhall plainly 

make appear. For moſt of the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of Charkmagn are extant; in all 
which there is not the leaſt mention made of 
the Word Parliament, nor of that great: fixed Se- 
nate; he only ordains, That in certain known 
Places his Judges ſhould keep a Court, and aſ- 

ſemble the People; which according to his 
uſual Cuſtom he calls a Placitum, or 2 Mallion, 
as [ Iib. 4. cap. 35. Legis Francize | tis written, 
** He ſhall cauſe no more than three general Placita 
70: be hepr in one Tear || unleſs by chance (ume Per- 
© ſon 1 either accuſed, or ſtizes anoi ben Man's Pro- 
i perty, or 1 ſummoned to be a Witneſs, There 

are many other Laws extant of that King's of 
che like Nature, by which we may obſerve the 
Paucity of 'Law-fſuits in his Days: And 1 
am clearly of Opinion; that what I find ſeve- 
ral of our Modern Authors have affirm'd is 
moſt true, vr. that the firſt Riſe and Seeds of 


ow 


fo many Eaw.ſuits; Calumnies and Contenti- 


ons in this Kingdom, "proceeded from Pope 
Element the fifth, who during the Reign of Phi- 
tip the Farr , transferred the Seat of his Papacy 
to Avignon; at witch time his ag 5 

2 | Petty- 


# 
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Petty-Foggers, engaging into Acquaintance 
with our Countrymen, introduced the Roman 
Arts of Wrangling into our Manners and Pra- 
ctice. But not to ſpeak of ſuch remote times. 

About the Lear of our Lord 1230. reigned | 
St. Lewa, as he is commonly called, whoſe. 

Life Fohannes Fon villa (whom we have of. 4 
ten mentioned) has written at large. Out of 
his Commentary we may eafily learn, how few! 

_ Contentions and Law. Suits were in thoſe Days, 
ſince King Len either determined the Contro- 
verſies himſelf in Perſon, or referred tliem to 

be determined by ſome of his Followers and 

; Companions : And therefore cap. 94. ] he 

thus Writes, —“ He was wont (ſays he) to c. 
mand Lord Nellius, Lord Soiſſons, or my ſelf, to 
inſpect and manage the Appeals which were made 
ro him. Afterwards he ſent for us, and enquired 
c into the State of the Caſe ;' and whether it ere 

«of ſuch a Nature 'as could not be ended without bis 

on Intervention. Oftentimes it hapned, © that” 

wy after we had made our Report, he ſent for the con- 

** zending Parties, and heard the Cauſe impartially' 

f eee, again. Sometimes for his Diverſion 
ehe wou'd go to the Park of Bois de Vincennes, 
and fitting down upon a green Sodd at the Foot of _ 
* an Oak Tree, would command us to fit by bim; 
aul tbere if any one had Buſineſs; he wou'd cauſe 
eim to be called, and hear him patiently. He 

Wos d often himſelf proclaim aloud , That if any 
6e one had Buſineſs, br a Comroverſy with an Ad ver- 
fury, be might come near and ſer forth the Merits 

f bi Cauſe; thin" if any Petitioner came, he. 

Won d beam him attentively ; and having through-. 
#0: confulered ir Caſe, ld paſs, Fulgment be- 

A gording to Right and Fuſtice. At other times he 
* appointed Peter Fountain and Godfrey rg 
rt plead: the Cauſes of the contending Parties. 
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**, have often, ( lays he) ſeen that good King go cut 


Paris into one of his Gardens or Villa's without. - 


a4. the Walls, dreſſed very plainly, and there order, a/\ 
©. Carpet. to 100 cad before bim on a Table; and 
4 having cauſed Silence to be en thoſe which 
* were at Variance with each other, were introduced. 
to plead their Cauſes ; and then he preſently did: 
* Fuſtice without Delay. Thus far Foinvillens-- 
By which we may gueſs at the ſmall Number of: 
Law-Suits and Complainants in thoſe Days, 
and how careful our Kings were of preventing 
the Miſchiefs that might ariſe; from ſuch as- 
fomented Controverſies. In the Capitular of 
Charles the Great this Law is extant, . — Be it 
* known,unto all Perſons both Nobility and People, 
* by theſe our Patents , That we will ſit one Day in 
6 IN $3 


my 


every Week to bear Cauſes in Perſon. 
We have the like Tęſtimony in William Ru- 
dew, a very Famous Man, and a Pringipat” 
Ornament of our Kingdom of Fance. For 
in his Annotations on the Pandects (where he 
treats of this very Argument, and inveighs a- 
inſt this Kingdom of Brawlers and Petty-Foggens)' 
Re cells us, that he finds in the Regal Com- 
mentaries of Venerable Antiquity, (the free 
peruſal of which his Quality did entitle him to) 
* That in the Reign of the ſame King Lewis, 
Anno 1230. ] ſeveral Controwerſies aroſe between 
©. the King and the Earl of Britany; And that by 
*. conſent ( as tis probable) of both Parties, 4 Camp- 
Court of Fudicature was ſummoned to meet, ar 
Enceniacum, wherein ſate as Tudges, not Lau 
ers, Civilians and Doctors, but Biſhops, Earle, 
& and Barons. And there the Earl Britany a 
I caſt, and it was order d that the Inhabitants, of bir 
© County ſhould he abſolved and freed from the Qath 
ef Allegiance, and Fidelity, which they had takew 
te bim. Again, in the ſame King's Reign, 
3 = : * [Anno 
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f {Anno 125 9.4 a Diſpute having ari ſen about the 
Coup ef Clairmont berabeen the King and the 
F Earls of Poictou and Anjou, 4 Court of Fudj-. 
> cature; comp {ed 72 he li ke Perſons; 24, pp inted, 


10 wherein: ſat 'the. Biſhops and Abbots," the General 


1 
| 75 of: the Dominicans, the Conſtable, the Barons, 
aul ſeweral Laicks. To this he ſubjoyns? 

4 ( Let there were tuo Parliaments-called each Year, 
40 44 Chriſtmas and at Candlemas, like as there 
- are 1590 Scacaria ſummoned in Normandy at 
-- Eaſter and at Michaelmas. Thus far Budzns; 
to whom agrees: What we: find in an ancient 

Book concerning the Inftitution of Parliaments, 

wherein this Article is quoted out of the Con- 
l itution of Philip the th, Sirnamed the Fair [ex 
Anno 1302. ]+--=. Moreover, for the Conveniency 
of our Subjetts; ani the expeditions: determining 


- 
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E of Cauſes,” 2: propoſe to have it ænacted, that tuo 


5 Parliaments ſhall he beld every Year at Paris, and 
ng Scacaria at Rouen: That the Dies Tre- 
cenſes ſhall be held twice 4 Mar: and that a Par- 
4 liament ſhall he bel at Tholouſe, a it uſed to 


be held in paſtitimei; if the People of the Land 


**- conſent to it: Alſo, becauſe many Cauſes of great 


i. Importance are debated in our Parliament, het iu 


great and notable Perſonages ;* Mie ordain and ab 


Bock point, that two Prelates, and two other ſufficient 
. Perſons, being Laymen of our Council; er at leaſt 


one Prelate and one Laick, ſhall be continually pre- 
e ſent in our Parliaments, to hear and deliberate con- 


eerning the above-mentioned Cauſes, From 
which Words we may learn, Firſt, how ſeldom 
the Courts of Judicature heard Cauſes in thoſe 
days. Next, how few Judges ſat in thoſe Par- 
liamente. For as to the other Provinces and 
Governments of the Kingdom, we have ( in 
the ſame Book) the Conſtitution of Pbilip the Fair, 
in theſe words, Anno 1302. --+ © A 
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We ordain that our 'Seneſchals and Bayliffs ſhall 
e hold their Afſives in Circuit throughout 8 
res and Baylhwicks once every to Months at leaſt. 
Furthermore, Badem in the ſame place, 
Anno 1293. ] writes, that Philip the Fair ap- 
pointed, chat three Sorts of People ſhou'd fit in 
Parliament, viz. Prelates, Barons, and Clerks 
mixed with Laymen : Since the Laicks (ſays 
he) are choſen promiſcuouſſy out of the 
** Knights, and out of other Sorts of People. 
*, Alfo, that the Prelates and Barons ſhou'd ſe- 
ect fit Perſbns our of that third Eſtate, to 
exerciſe every ſort of Judicature; and at the 
< ſame time ſhou'd chuſe three Judges, who 
** ſhou'd be ' ſent abroad into thoſe Countries 
where the written Laws of the Land had 
their Courſe, chat they might there judge 
and determine according to Law. And if 
any queſtion of great importance were to 
be argued, they ſhou d take to their aſſiſtance 
the moſt. learned. Men they could get. 
In which place, Zudæus lamenting the Evil Cu- 
ſtoms of our Times; that is, this Kingdom 0 
Lawyers now in vogue, breaks out with Fuve- 
mal into this Exclamation: Quondam boc in- 
* digene i uebant more! 80 (ſayshe) may 
I exclaim, that in Old times, when this Kingdom 
** Pouriſhed, ( as may appear by eur Money coined of 
pure fine Gold.) there was a. plain and eaſy way 0 
doing Fuſtice; there were fem Law-Snits, and 
e thoſe-not long contimmauoe, ar indeed Eternal, 
* as now they art; for then ibi Rabble-rout f pre- 
tended Interpreters of the Law had not imvaded the 
* . Publick : neither as the Science of the Lau 
*. ſtretched out to ſuch an unlimited Extent ; but 
* Truth and Equity, and a prudent Fudge, endued 
* with Integrity and Innocence, was of more 207th 


* than Six hundred Volumes of Law-Books, Bit 


1 


* 
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* now to what 4 ſad condition things ave brought, 
* everyone ſees, but no body dares ſpeak but. Sed 
* omnes dicere muſſant.] Thus far honeſt Budiaus; 
a moſt in veterate Adverſary of this Art of Chi- 
canery, upon all occaſioi s. 
Jo return to our purpoſe, of - giving an Ac- 
count upon what Foundations and Beginnings 
this Reign of Litigiouſneß was firſt raiſed. As 
Cicero writes, that the Old High-Prieſts: (by 
reaſon of the Multitude of Sacrifices) inſtituted 
three Aﬀiſtants called Viri Epulones, altho they 
themſelves were appointed by Numa to offer Sa- 


crifice at the Ludi Epulares : In like manner, out 
of a very ſmall number of Parliamentary Judges, 
eaſe 


d) 


(when Law-Suits and Litigiouſneſs inci 


ſwarm'd this incredible Multitude of Fudget, and 


Spaun of Coumſellors. And, in the firſt place, a 
great, ſumptuous and magnificent Palace was 
built (as we told you before) either by the Com- 
mand of Leis Hutin, or of Philip the Fair: then 
(from a moderate number of Judges) three 
Courts of ten each, were erected a | tres decuriæ 
viz. Of the great Chamber of Accounts, of Inqueſts, 


and of Requeſts. Which Partition Budzw ſpeaks 


of in the above: quoted place, but more at large 
Gaguinm in his Life of King Lewa Hutin. 


I muſt not omit one remarkable thing that 
ought for ever to be remembred, which both 


theſe Authors have tranſmitted to Poſterity: 
vix. That this Meeting of che Court of Judica- 
ture was not perpetual and ,, as tis now but 
ſummonabie by the King urits, which every Year 
were renewed by Proclamation about the be- 
ginning of November: Anu that aue may be cer- 
ce tain (lays Gaguinus) that the King was the Ori. 
ce pinal and Author of this ſolemn Convention; the 
& Royal Writs are Iſſued every Year, hereby the Par- 


* liament # authorized to meet on the Feaſt-day of 
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e St. Martin, that , on the 10th of November. 
Now of the wonderful and ſpeedy Increaſe 
of this Judicial Kingdom, we have this inſtance; 
That about a hundred Years after its begins 
ning, that is, in the Lear 1455, in the Reign 
of Charles the 7th, we find this Order made by 


him From the Feaſt of Faſter, till the End of 


the Parliament, the Preſidents and Counſellors onght 
to meet in their reſpettive Chambers at jix a Clock 
every Morning : from the Feaſt of St. Martin for- 
wards, they may meet later. And a little after 
it ſays,” We judge it very neceſſary, that the Preſi- 
dents and Coumſellorr of the Court ſhou'd come to Par- 
liament after Dinner, for the difpatch of Cauſes, and 


of Fudgments. This was Charles the 7th's Order: 


But in Charles. the Greats Reign, who ruled 


2 Kingdom three times as big, we find a very 


different manner of rendring Juſtice ; as we 
may eaſily underſtand by that Law of his; 


 mention'd lib. 4. cap. 74: Legs Francia ; Let 


* 2 Comes, 4 Fudge ( ſays he) not hold a Pla- 
* citum, (that x, not paſs a Decree) but before Din- 
%C˙˙ =o oo nn Rn; 1 I 
Concerning the word Parliament, and the 


Authority of that Name, we have this Argu- 


ment; That when of old a Senate was inſti- 
tuted in Daupbine with ſupreme Authority, 
which was commonly called the Council of Dau- 
phine; Lews the 11th endeavouring to oblige 
the Dauphinozs , who had well deſerved from 
him, changed the Name of this Council into 
that of a Parliament, without adding any thing 


to the Privileges or Authority of it. Of which 


Guidopappius is our Witneſs. | Queft. 43. and 
en veſt. 554. . 
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